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HE title of this a 


looked upon by many as mere theological 
controverſy, of which they have heard ſo much 
and been ſo heartily tired; and determine them 
to look no further. If the writer knows any thing 


of himſelf and his diſpoſitions, there is _—_— 

to which he is more averſe than to wrangle and 
diſpute about any thing, and particularly on ſuch 
a ſubject. His engaging himſelf therein at pre- 
ſcat, took its origin, as is intimated in the Intro- 
e, {rom a concern to ſce the Scriptures ex- 
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hibired in ſuch a manner, on a very important 
point both of faith and practice, as to impoſe on 
the greater number who are wont to take bold 
aſſertion for demonſtration, and ſo as to diſcou- 
rage all rational inquiry. An attempt to ſhew the 
wrongneſs of ſuch treatment of thoſe ſacred writ- 
ings, and to point out the way to arrive at their 
true meaning, will, tis hoped, be found to have 


nothing of contentious divinity in it. Indeed the 


Author here examined has ſeldom given himſelf 
the trouble of doing any thing more, than barely 
to bring together texts of Scripture, without ex- 
plaining them, or even ſhewing how they apply 
to his purpoſe, in proving Jeſus Chriſt to be truly 
and properly God: preſuming that it would be 
taken for granted, at ſight, and upon his authority, 
that they prove the point for which he aſſigns them. 
So that the title of this tract of mine might with 
very great propriety have been ; © An explanation 
of all the texts of Scripture produced by Mr. R. 
in proof of the Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt.” How 
far it may afford any thing new or uſeful, the 
teader will judge. 


Biſhop Burner, in his life of Bedell, Biſhop of 
Kilmore, in Ireland, who had been chaplain to 


the Engliſh embaſſy at Venice, and on terms of 
intimacy with the great Father Paul; mentions, 
in one place, that (@) Bedell found the Father 


- @) og nne in Ireland, 168. 
py 


3 | « had 
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« had read over the Greek New. Teſtament with 
« ſo much exactneſs, that having uſed to mark 
« every word, when he had fully weighed the 
ec importance of it, as he went through it; he 


« had, by going often over it, and obſerving 


<« what he paſſed over in a former reading, grown 
cc up to that at laſt, that every word was marked 
« of the whole New Teſtament ; and when Bedell 
te ſuggeſted to him critical explications of ſome 
ce paſſages that he had not underſtood before, he 
« received them with the tranſports of one that 
ec leapt for joy, and that valued the diſcoverics of 
« divine truth beyond all other things.” I 


ſhould be glad to emulate the diligence and 


exactneſs of theſe two eminent perſons, as 1 
profeſs an equal regard and reverence for thoſe 
divine writings: and to fee any juſt illuſtration 
of them, or an error of my own rectified, would, 
I truſt, give me pleaſure above any worldly ac- 
quiſition. If I have been miſtaken in what is 
here put before the Public, it has not been for 
want of application and pains to come at the 
truth. And I have been as careful not to ſet 
down any thing for which I had not good grounds, 
and not to give a falſe colouring or undue weight 
to any interpretation, 1 
money to a child. 

I am very far however from imagining, that 1 
have always given the true meaning, and fallen 
into no errors in explaining the many paſſages 

A 4 that 
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that have come before me ; eſpecially thoſe from 
the Old Teſtament, which are ſo numerous, and 


by which our author would continually prove 


Jeſus Chriſt to be Jehovah, the ſupreme God. I 
have not indeed the leaſt doubt, but that I have 
always clearly ſhewn, that they make not for his 
| purpoſe; though I am not always ſo certain, that 
I have aſſigned the true ſenſe. 
A Divine of the church of England, cited with 
reſpect in the following pages, who has given 
proof of ſuperior knowlege of the Scriptures ; 
though himſelf approving the Divinity of Chriſt, 


that it is © a doctrine which draws its deciſive 
proofs from the New Teſtament only.” The 
contrary opinion and method has been a moſt 
laſting cauſe of much miſconſtruction of the 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, and of many 
errors. It had its riſe from the cuſtom of the 
Jews -in our Saviour's time, of applying their 


Scriptures to religious ſubjects, upon all occaſions. 


Some inſtances of the kind, Grotius, Hammond, 
and the moſt eſteemed commentators have obſerv- 


ed, even in the writers of the New Teſtament ; of 
their applying the words of their antient prophets 
to the matter they were treating of, by way of ae- 


only, when the prophet himſelf was 
far from intending any thing of the kind. The 


chriſtian writers, after the apoſtles, gave ſtill more 
into this cuſtom. In the catholic epiſtle of Bar- 
2 | nabas, 


— 


does nevertheleſs remark, with great judgment, 
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nabas, whoever was the author of it, for the learned 
are not agreed, though he was probably coeval 
with the times of the apoſtles ; we are preſented 
continually with ſpiritual ſignifications of the ce- 
remonial law of the Jews, applied to Chriſt and 
the goſpel. But Juſtin Martyr takes a wider 


range, and ſeems to have entertained the wild opi- 


nion, that whatever was injoined to the Iſraelites 


in the Old Teſtament, might be myſtically ap- 


plied to the New, and had its fulfilment in it. 1 


pon 16-08 GR OP AE: GUGIEY out of a 


thouſand, 


(6) In the 8 which the Patriarch Jacob was made to 
utter upon his death- bed, relating to his ſons and their future 
deftinations, he ſays Gen. xlix. 11. concerning Judah ; that b 
ing his fual unto the vine, and his a/;"s colt unto the wine of Sorek, 
be waſhed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blord of 
grapes. The beſt commentators, and among them our Biſhop 


Patrick, interpret this of the fertility of Judah's country, 


abounding with vineyards and paſtures, which is ſet forth 
in hyperbolical expreſſions, viz. that the vines ſhould be 
as common there, as the thorn-hedges in other places; 
fo that they might tie aſſes with their colts to them; 


and rhat wine would be as common as water, ſo that they 


ſhould have enough, not only to drink, but to waſh their 
clothes in it. But Juſtin ſays ; “ That which is related here 
«© by Moſes, and foretold by the Patriarch Jacob; thor he 
«« ſhall waſp his garments in Wine, and his clothes in the Blood 
*« of grapes, ſigniſied that Chriſt ſhould waſh thoſe that be- 
« lieved on him in his blood. For the holy Spirit called 
<< thoſe hit garments, who received remiſſion of fins by him, 

% among whom he is always preſent by his power, and ſhall 


<* be evidently ſo at his ſecond coming. But that which the 


* 


«« Scripture 
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Whether he borrowed it from Barnabas, or rather 
perhaps from Philo, the Platonizing Jew of Alex. 
andria, who deals much in allegorizing the facts 
of the Bible, and giving them a moral meaning ; 
Juſtin's fruicful imagination improved upon it. 
And coming to the reading of the Bible, full of 
veneration for Plato, and his philoſophy ; as what 
we wiſh to be true we eaſily believe, he there ſoon 
finds, that Plato agreed with Moſes (c), that the 
world was made by the Nord; and taking it for 
granted upon very weak proof, that this Word was 
Jeſus Chriſt, he runs away with it, and actually 
in a manner finds nothing elſe in the Old Teſta- 
ment. For he makes Chriſt God's miniſter in 
the creation of the world; a ſubordinate God, ſtill 
keeping to Plato's idea ; his repreſentative ; who 


. Scripture mentions of be blood of the grape, with great 
% not from the ſeed of man, but from the power of God. 
% For in like manner as man did not generate the blood of the 
2 vine, but God: ſo he here predicted, that the blood of 
«© Chriſt ſhould not proceed from human feed, but from the 
% power of God. And this very prophecy, Sirs, ſhews, that 
e Chriſt was not a man of men, born after the common way 
„ of men.” Juſtin Martyr. Dial. cum Tryph. p. 149, 150. 
He repeats the ſame in his firſt Apology, p. 6. The reader 
will judge with what caution and reſerve a writer who in- 
„ n to be truſted, in his inter- 
(e) air 78. See alſo Apol. ii. or more properly i. 
in many parts of it. 
appeared 
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and ated for the ſupreme God. It was 
Chriſt, according to him, who appeared to Abraham, 
to Jacob, and to Moſes. In ſhort, Jehovah, the one 
ſupreme God, is little ſeen in Juſtin's ſyſtem of the 
Old Teſtament: but only Chriſt, his agent, and de- 
legate, the firſt of the creatures that he made: for this 
pious, myltic interpreter, does not fall into the 
extreme of aftertimes, in making Chriſt zbe ng 
bigh God ; though he principally led the way to ir. 
I have dwelled the more on this matter; be- 
ves ang Fro aj 
tian world in this fancy of making Chriſt the chief 
tranſactor of every thing in the Old Teſtament ; 
and alſo becauſe it is owing to the like prepoſſeſ- 
fions and prejudices, by which he was miſled, that 
to this day, we are ſtill in our infancy as it were, 
with reſpect to our underſtanding the language of 
the Scriptures, and their true interpretation, in 
many reſpects. The right way certainly would 
be, to endeavour to attain a juſt knowlege of the 
facred, as we would to underſtand other antient 
authors, the Greek and Latin hiſtorians and phi- 
loſophers. To theſe latter we come, to find out 
what they relate and teach, without any partiality 
in favour of particular facts, or do&rines. But 
this method is intirely reverſed in the common 
way of ſtudying the Scriptures. All perſons in 
general go to them, not to ſearch out what they 
teach, but to confirm themſelves in what they 
have been taught already from their childhood, 
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or have taken up on the authority of the church 
or ſect to which they happen to belong: and be- 
ing thus reſolved beforehand, their jaundiced eye 
can ſee nothing in the Scriptures, but what in- 
tirely agrees with their own ſentiments. 
The method eſpouſed by the Author here ex- 
amined is of this kind. For laying it down as a 
doctrine, of which he was moſt fully perſuaded 
himſelf, that Jeſus Chriſt was truly and properly 
| God; in which he was ſurely at his full liberty, 
as others, to declare their contrary perſuaſion : in- 
ſtead of ſhewing, by a proper reſearch into the 
Scriptures, that they teach this doctrine; he con- 
tents himſelf with heaping up à great number of 
texts, which, he ſtrongly aſſerts, do prove it; but 
never takes any pains to ſhew that they do ſo, ex- 
_ cept by ſetting his invention to work, and boldly 
maintaining the ſame point, under various aſſumed 
characters. And thus his readers are allured im- 
_ plicitly to rely on his authority, and never to go 
any farther, in making uſe of their own eyes and 
underſtandings. And when the blind thus lead the 
lind, I beg pardon if the expreſſion be too ftrong ; 
the Scripture-proverb tells us what will be the 
conſequence. 8 : 
I hope it will not be deemed a needleſs detain- 
ing of the reader, to point out by one example, 
what a wrong bias is hung upon the mind by this 
ſummary way of proeceding with the Scriptures, 
ſo as to hinder its coming at the truth. When 
our 


. 
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our Lord ſays, John vi. 38. 7 came down from 
heaven, not to do mine own will, &c. And in 


another place, xvi. 28. I came forth from the Fa- 
ther, and am come into the world : the genera- 
lity of chriſtians immediately conclude, that Chriſt 
thereby ſignifies, that he lived in a former ſtate, 
before he was born at Bethlehem ; and are ready 
to think thoſe perſons moſt unreaſonable, if not 
impious, that do not allow ſo obvious a concluſion 
as they think is neceſſarily to be formed from ĩt. 
And yet this language conveyed no ſuch meaning 
to our Lord's apoſtles ; nor would it to us, if we 
properly examined into it. For, with regard to 


the firſt inſtance; if we quote the whole verſe, of 


which I have only given a part, it will ſhew, thar 


our Saviour meant no more by his coming down - 
from beaven, than that he was the Meſſiah, God's 


choſen meſſenger. For I came down from beaven, 
ſays he, not to do mine own will, but the will of 
HIM THAT SENT ME; where evidently the laſt 
clauſe explains the former, and ſhews its meaning. 


But being ſent from God, or from the Father, im- 


plies no more than being a divine meſſenger, or 
prophet. For of John the Baptiſt it is ſaid, 
John 1. 6. that he was a man ſent from God. And 
in like manner our Lord himſelf expounds his own 
coming forth from God, John viii. 42; when he 
ſays to the unbelieving Jews; I proceeded forth, 

and came from Cad: neither came I of myſelf, but 


be ſent me, His proceeding forth and coming from 


God 


2 — — — — — — — . 
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God therefore, was his being God's extraordinary 
meſſenger, the Meſſiah. See p. 48. 


Scriptures themſelves, that chriſtians ſhould be 


celating to the Perſon and office of Jeſus Chriſt, 


or any other important point; and not from ſepa- 


rate, detached paſſages of: Scripture, any how 
patched together, and thus ſeeming to have a dif- 
ferent ſenſe from that which they really bear in 
their proper connection. 

In examining what Mr. Robinſon has brought 
to oppoſe the unity of God as taught by Mahomet, 


in the following work; it was judged proper to 


has been offered by a very (4) late writer upon 


by them of any weight whatſoever. And though 


neither of theſe gentlemen have treated the ſub- 
ject on ſet purpoſe, but incidentally ; I am per- 


ſuaded that neither they, nor any other perſon, 
will ever be able to produce any thing, that ſhall 
invalidate the doctrine of the falſe prophet in this 
reſpect, as delivered in the Koran: for he had the 
wiſdom and the art to build his foundation on the 


un and chriſtian Scriptures. 


2 ** Chriſtianity” 
—Sermons at the Bampton-Lecture; by Joſeph White, B. D. 
Fellow of Wadham college, and Laudian Profefior of Arghic, 
1784. 


As 


| It is by deduRions thus made directly from the 


informed concerning what 1s therein revealed, 


the ſubzet; and we have found nothing advanced 
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As this will be found to be the truth, the more 
it is ſought into; it will ſhew that Mr. White has 
given a very defective, and in one reſpect too un- 
favourable an account of the Mahometan reli- 
gion (e). nn 
its votaries at firſt committed, and fatal as its 
effects have been in many countries; yet in the 
hands and under the direction of that Divine Pro- 
vidence, which overruleth all things, and bringeth 
good out of evil, it has retained, and preſerves in 


0 I am glad to inſert the opinion of a venerable writer, 
in concurrence with what is advanced in the following work, 


af the benefits of Mahometiſm'to the world, as it was at the 


time when he appeared : though he does not touch upon the 
from that religion, falſe as it is in many reſpects. All 
<< authors agree, that what gave Mahomet the greateſt room 
«© to advance his new religion, was the diſtracted, ignorant, 
<< corrupt ſtate of the eaſtern church at that time; the miſera- 
<< ble contentions, and moſt horrid perſecutions, on every re- 
<< ligious pretence ; the diſſoluteneſs of all ſects and parties: 
<< and tis evident that he contributed not only to reform the 
«© morals of a great part of the world, but likewiſe reduced 
them from polytheiſm and groſs idolatry, to the belief and 
a worſhip of one God; which was the principal doctrine he ſet 
«© out with at firſt, and gained great reputation by; and which 
«« he made the ground of his pretended miffion. His ſyſtem 
| << contains a great deal of pure chriſtianity ; it enforces the vir- 
1 tues of charity, juſtice, fidelity, temperance, in the ſtrongeſt 
* manner; it prohibits extortion, and all kinds of cruelty, 
<< even to brutes; and binds its votaries to the ftriteft order, 

<< regularity, and devotion.” Conſiderations on the Theory 
of Religion, by Dr. Law, Biſhop of Carliſle, r. 162, 263. 
Ed. iv. 1759- 


= 
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its purity, the doctrine of the Divine Unity, 
taught by Moſes and Jeſus Chriſt; and may, and 


probably will be the means in time of bringing 


back the chriſtian nations to the acknowlegement 
of it. 

Imperfect knowlege, miſtakes, prejudices in 
favour of particular opinions, belong to mortals. 
We are none of us exempt from them. But all 
ſhould watch over themſelves, that theſe natural 

Tthfiemities do not kindle unreaſonable paſſion 
_ againſt thoſe who diſſent from them, and hurry 
them into miſrepreſentation and untruth. Ir 
will be judged, whether this has not been the 
caſe and conduct of Mr. White, from the extract 
I ſhall make from him. But I would firſt put 
down a very brief ſtate of facts relating to the 
ſubje&; of the truth of which the learned and 
ampartial will decide. 

The ſacred writers of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, are ſtrangers to any God, but one; one 
ſingle Perſon, Jehovah, as he is ftiled in the hebrew 

Scriptures; and in the New Teſtament, the Fa- 
tber, wwho 1s in beaven. Our Lord knew no other 
God, ſpake of no other, prayed to no other, nor 
directed his followers to pray to or worſhip any 
other. After he had left the world, and before 
his apoſtles were all dead, the learned heathen 


converts, not able to endure, that a mortal man, 


who had been crucified, ſhould be the founder 
of their new religion, took upon themſelves to 
| ; * zn. 
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maintain; that this was mere appearance, and no 
reality. Thoſe that came after went on miſtaking 
Chriſt's true perſon, till in the courſe of a few 


apes, it was eſtabliſhed by the firſt chriſtian em- 


peror, that he was God equal to the Father. By 


was revived and enforced. That of the council of 
Nice however prevailed, and continued, during the 


whole chriſtian world, till the Reformation. The 
learned divines in our own and other countries, 
who then ſeparated from the church of Rome, were - 
contented with what had been handed down to them 


concerning Chriſt, without farther inquiry. Others 
there was no foundation for it; and ſome of them 


publiſhed their ſeatimeats, embracing either the 


Arian, or what then began 10 be called, the Soci- 
nian opinion concerning Chriſt ; but which was in 
reality the doctrine of the apoſtles. About a cen- 


Tyra, of different anonymous authors; among 
whom the famous Mr. Locke is named as one. 
From the reception theſe met with, it was ima- 


gined the learned inquiſitive part of the clergy 


they held forth: but ſoon after that, thoſe two 
great and good men, Mr. Whiſton and Dr. Clarke, 


Arian doctrine, and maintaining it moſt ably by 
a theic 


1 
| 
t 
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their writings ; it became after that a 'very pre- 
vniling opinion among the learned in the eſta- 
bliſhed church, and with che more liberal Di. 
fenters. In 1759, Dr. Lardner publiſhed 3 
Leuer, written. by him in the year 170, and 
addreſſed to Papiaian; who was the Rev. Mr. 
Tomkins, a learned and worthy diſſenter, of the 
Arian perſuaſion. The pubſiention of this letter, 
made a great revolution in the opinions of learned 
men. For the piece was ſoon known to be his, 
though without his name; and his numerous writ- 
ings were already in the 


fo but from a better ſource, that of the 
Scriptures themſelves (F), In one of his Poſt- 


3 beſt repute. I may add, that the reading 
def the ancient writers, of the Church has been of uſe to 
| © conkrm me, and to afilt me in clearing up dificulties.” 
Ladner on the Logos, p. 55. 


| 
| 
| 
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{cripts, that learned man has alſo dewonfrated, if 
I may be allowed to uſe the term, that the Holy 


Spirit, is no third part of the Deity, no diſtinct 


divine agent, but only the power and influence of 
Almighty God. From that time, and by the labour 
of others, the Scriptures have been more diligently 
and accurately inveſtigated, and the early chriſ- 
tian writers examined as to this point; a diſquiſi- 
tion, which is till carrying on. And by the open- 
ings thence already made, and the farther illuſtra- 


Chriſt, many have been brought to ſee, that he 
was really what he declared himſelf, and his apoſ- 


tles declared him, a man, (John viii. 40. Acts ii. 
20.) a human being, but inveſted with extraor- 


dinary divine powers : and this opinion is daily 
"I 


| In this ſtate of things among us, one wonders 
at the extreme ignorance, or whatever elſe we 
muſt call it, which could put Mr. White of Ox- 
ford upon writing the following Philippic againſt 
the learning, the principles, the chriſtianity, of 
thoſe whom he ftiles Socinians. After inſinuat- 
ing, that © the doctrine of the Divinity of 


« Chriſt is alike unknown to the Koran of Ma- 
* homet, and the Creed of Socinus: 2 


« ceeds; 
« Yer notwithſtzading this remarkable coigci- 


_- dence of opinion, ſays he, there is ſcarcely any 


5 thing che moderaSocinian alſefts to regard with 


a3 _ * 
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rere. than 2 
< compariſon that aſſociates his tenets with thoſe 
« of Mahomet. To the eye of reaſon, how- 
<c ever, the ſimilitude is clear and apparent. The 
«« title of Unitarian is equally Boaſted of by the 
_« diſciple of Socinus and the Arabian prophet. 
« Both of them reject the Divinity of our Lord; 
rand, with a confidence wholly unbecoming a 
« being, whoſe faculties are fo overclouded as 
r man's, both of them maintain the impoſibi- 
« lity of a threefold mode of ſubſiftence in the 
2 becauſe the human intelle& is 
* incapable of forming any preciſe idea of the 
« ſubje&: as if nothing could be real in the 
r efſence of the divinity, which is not level to 
< the comprehenſion of man.. | 
The Socinian and the Mahometan object to 
« our doctrine its inconſiſtency with human rea- 
* ſon. The objeQion ſuppoſes, that man is 
t poſſeſſed of a larger comprehenſion than falls 
« to the lot of mortality; and that what he can- 
© not comprehend, cannot be true. 
We appeal to the Scriptures. But the Ma- 
„ hometans and Socinians have both diſcovercd 
the fame methods of interpretation; and either 
* by falſe Stecke perver: their plain obvious 
< meaning; or when the teſtimony is direct and 
« explicit, that no forced conſtruction can evade 
it, they have recourſe to the laſt artifice of 
** abortive zeal ; the cry of interpolation.” —— 
* There 


4 
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« There is no period of the Chriſtian Church 
Lin which the Divinity of Chriſt was not ad- 
« mitted as a primary article, &c. T 
If Chriſt was nothing more than @ mere man, 
10 how can it be accounted for, that his Divinity 
e ſhould be the general and current ſentiment 
« of the Church in ſo carly a period as the pre- 
* ſent enemies of the doctrine are obliged to ac- 

Na 

« Socinianiſm makes every thing doubtful. 
« And no wonder while it makes ſo little of 


e the moſt expreſs declarations of Scripture, we 


© on OR NY oe OP. 
* little reſpe& to the „ 
ee hiſtory, b&c." 


« The gradation from Socinianiſin to Deiſin. 


« is very flight (g), &c.” 
REMARKS. 


,, . 
tion, as the greater part of what is here pro- 
duced, without facts to ſupport it, would not 
have merited the leaſt regard, had it not been in 
and judgment in other reſpects; which may there- 
fore give him too much credit in this, with 


his numerous readers. But deficient as he is 
(e“ Notes and authorities to Mr. White's Sermons,” 


g. Iv j—bi. | 
a3 here 


I | 
1 

} 

1] 
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q 
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| 
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eee 


their opinions equally obnoxious and to be 
avoided by thoſe who ſeck to become true 
Chriſtians. 


He is howeyer much miſinformed, if it be not 
a flight of imagination, in his aſſertion, that there 
is ſcarcely any thing the modern Socinian affects 


to regard with greater abhorrence and indigna- 


tion, than a compariſon that aſſociates his tenets 


with thoſe of Mahomet. They who are per- 
ſuaded from the Scriptures, from which alone 


they can learn any thing of him, that Jeſus Chriſt 
was a human being, and not God; and that there 


of all beings; ſo far from looking upon it as a 
reproach, or being angry at being ranked with 
Mahometans in the belief of this great truth, 
they would rather glory in it; and do fincerely 


rejoice in the thought, that ſo large a part of 


their fellow-creatures, in numbers furpaſſing 
chriſtians, retain a knowlege of ſuch infinite im- 


' 


equally enemies to the goſpel with the latter, and 


is but one God, who is the Father of Chriſt and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 


the following work. 


that I muſt reject whatever comes to me under 


ed, he cannot require the belief of any thing which 
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portance as the unity of God ; which cannot but 


have the beſt effect upon their minds, and may 
in time turn out a great bleſſing to the whole 
chriſtian world; as is particularly mentioned in 


Remark 2. In the body of his Sermons, and in 
this Appendix, Mr. White repeats over and over; 
that the grand objection of Unitarjans to the doc- 
trine of the Trinity and the Divinity of Chriſt, is 
its being incomprehenſible to human reaſon, and 
inconſiſtent with it. I will frankly own to him, 


the latter predicament, as inconſiſtent with and 
contradictory to my reaſon ; becauſe this is the 
only light and direction which my Maker has given 
me, by which to judgeof any thing, even of his own 
character and perſections, and the credibility of 
any farther diſcovery he may make of his will, than 
this his light of nature affords. And I am perſuad- 


ſhocks and goes againſt the natural 
he has given me: for that would be to pur ap 
under different and impaſſible obligations at the 
ſame time. I cannot therefore believe the greater 
part of the Creed falſely aſcribed to Athanaſius ; 
that for inſtance, the Father is eternal, the Son 


eternal, and the Holy Ghoſt eternal; and yet 


and /o ox. However I do not find that Almighty 
God calls upon me in the Scriptures to believe 
24 any 


nnn TT—L:½˙d , 


N 
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any thing of this kind. And I am happy, that I 
can expreſs my faith, agreeably to the goſpel, in 
more intelligible terms than our author is con- 
firained to make uſe of in explaining his; where 
he talks of the offence of the Divinity, and 4 three- 
fold mode of ſubſiſtence in the Divine nature; which 
it is very well if he himſelf can underſtand. I 
neither pretend to it, nor deſire it. But I would 
remind him, that no Unitarian that I know, or 
| have read of, did ever object to any part of a Di- 
vine revelation, becauſe it was beyond his com- 
prehenfion. Let me but know clearly, that God 
| has ſignified his mind and will; and then, let the 
ſubject be ever ſo unfathomable by me, I will re- 
ceive and believe it; becauſe no better reaſon 
can poſſibly be given for any thing, than that God 
— 

Remark 3. It is ealy in words to aſſert, that 
the Divinity of Chriſt, or his being the ſupreme 
God; was the general and current ſentiment of 
chriſtians from the firſt : but the inquiry is, what 
was the fact. At the cloſe of theſe remarks, Mr. 
White will ſee a brief ſketch of the Scripture- 
evidence relating to it. And an author to whom 
he points, but whom his inveRtives cannot reach, 
has produced ſuch evidence to the contrary from 
this and other ſources, as it would have well be- 
come him to have confuted, before he ventured 
to pronounce upon it with ſo much confidence. 
The ſubſtance of what that author has elſewhere 


exhibited 
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- exhibited more at large, is to be found in a very 
hort compaſs, under this title: Arguments from 
hiſtory againſt the divinity and preexiſtence of Chrift, 
and is contained in a ſmall Tract, entitled a Ge- 
neral View of the Unity of God, &c. (b). 


Remark 4. © But the Socinians, ſays Mr. White, | 


« imitate the Mahometans ; and either by falſe 
« gloſſes pervert the plain and obvious meaning 
« of the Scriptures; or when the teſtimony is fo 
direct and explicit, that no forced conſtruction 
* can evade it, they have recourſe to the laſt 
tt artifice of abortive zeal; the cry of interpola- 
« tion! and it is no wonder, while they make ſo 
little of the moſt expreſs declarations of Scrip- 
<« ture, that they ſhould pay fo little relpett tothe 
t plaineſt evidence of hiſtory.” 
As theſe reflections are caſt on modern unita- 
rians, it becomes him to name who they are that 


(3) By Joſeph Priefiley, LL.D. F.R.S. This tract is fo 
compleat and comprehenſive for its ſine, that I know few that 
are to be named with it; except a ſmall piece, on a very dif- 
ferent ſubject, admirably drawn up, and calculated to teach 
the common chriſtian the uſe of his rational powers in reli- 
Sion, as well as his duty, at the ſame time: the abridgment 
of a larger moſt valuable work, which has exhauſted and ex- 
hibited every thing that good ſenſe or exact criticiſm could 
furniſh on a ſubject of much controverſy among chriſtians, 
but to which it has probably put an end: I refer to * A 


practical enquiry imo the authority, nature, and defign of 


„che Lozpy's Surres, as they are explained in the New 


* Teſtament itſelf.” By William Rell, D. D. Pre 
-_— * 
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ae gvilry of ſuch unfair arts; or where they 
allege cher che Scriptures are interpolated, when, 
there is no ground for it. Such inſinuations will 
recoil upon their accuſer, unleſs. he gives proof 
&f. them; and will ſhew, chat he ſpeaks from no 
good fund within. 

To praiſe. che Ling would be invidious and 
aukward;: but of thoſe who have finiſhed their 
courſe. well, we may ſpeak freely and be heard, 
Is. there a literary character, that ſtands higher 
upon the liſts of fame, as a man, a chriſtian, and 
e han. the late Dr. Lardner? After an 
lucation in an Univerſity abroad, at that time 
not inferior in learned Tutors to either of our 
. he became 
with the worthy and learned in 
che Church eſtabliſbed, and out of it. Archbiſhop 
Seckes, bred 2 Diſſenter, like himſelf, cultivated 
and. courted his friendſhip through life. His 
Vindication of ſome of our Lord's miracles againſt 


chat occaſion, and (i) the moſt candid. But his 
| Credibility of the Goſpel, in 17 vols. 8vo, and 
Jewiſh and Heathen Teſtimonies to its truth, in 
4 vols. 4to, have exhibited ſuch a maſs of evi- 
dence for it, and eſtabliſhed it on fo broad 3 


dation as nothing can ſhake. In this he gives 


0 See his preface to that work, „ 
it with the Billiop of Chicheſter, Memoirs of Dr. Lardner's 


es 


Mr. Woolſton's attacks, is among the firſt upon 
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continually curious and uſeful inſlances of critical 
{kill and judgment: but his love of truth and im 
partiality is without example, in fairly repreſenting 
cernible biaſs to any opinion or party. His piety and 
humility are conſpicuous in all his writings, and 
particularly in his Sermons if three volumes ; the 
laſt containing Memoirs of his life and writings ⸗ 
ſome of which are among the beſt models for pul- 
pir-diſcourſes in our language, in explaining im- 
portant paſſages of the goſpel, and pointing out the 
caſy and natural inſtruction to be deduced from it. 
And yet this Dr. Lardner, to whom chriſtianity 
and the chriſtian world, and our own nation in 
particular, in that reſpect, owes ſo many obliga- 
tions, ſhall be claſſed with Mahometans, as an 
equal enemy to the goſpel ; ſhall be reckoned by 
Mr. White one remove only from a Deift, be- 
cauſe he was in his phraſe a Socinian ; i. e. becauſe 
on the ſtricteſt and moſt ſerious examination of 
the Scriptures upon the ſubject, he could not find 
that Chriſt was any other than a human being; 
divinely and extraordinarily enlightened and im- 


powered by Almighty God. I hope we halt hear 


no more general harangues againſt Socinianiſin 
and Socinians as ſuch; teſt they be faund to be 
in reality pointed againſt the goſpel and its divine 
founder himſelf. | 
Remark g. Mr. White is very frequent in his 
2 that the cauſe of che rejection of the 
doctrine 


A JI A 40 % Uh 
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doftrine'of the Trinity and 'of the Divinity of 
Ci by unitarians, is merely betauſe they can- 
not account d, it nor reconcile it to reaſon. 
The chief cauſe however is, that they can find to 
but iatirely the + contrary z and that they have | 
tuen ſotme honeſt pains to come at the truth, the | 
following account will ſhew; and whether they | 
. nk Bras? 


Wie) 1 9 


ra. fretch of the Scriptare-evidence, for, 


_ MY the Preexiftence of Jeſus Crit. 


| ham, of the tribe of Ju- 
dah, and family of Da- | 
ve vid, and as a prophet, | 
one of their brethren, 
| like unto Moſes : theſe 
cannot be underſtood 
_ as referrible to any o- | 
r. . c — | 


For the Preaxiflence. - 
4 


forth bave been from of 
old, from everlaſting. See 


p. 105, 106, 107. 
Malachi iii. 1. 


Lord, whom ye ſeek, ſhall 


94 
Ple. 
The Lord here nam- 
ed, is not Chriſt; but 
Almighty God: who 
came to his temple, in 
or by Chriſt, his meſ- 
ſenger and great pro- 
phet. See p. 104, 105. 
Theſe are all the paſ- 
ſages I know, in the 


1) See Biſhop Leih upon the place tae. 
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xaix 


7 { 7 AH thee 


n 


: Medſliah. Gen. zii 16. 
— 1 — ION 


18. Ifai-xi. . 
All thoſe paſſages, 
which ſpeak before of 
Chriſt, as receiving all 
his powers from God ; 
and as being his ſervant; 
denominate him to be a 
creature, like all others, 
depending upon God 
for every thing. If. xi. 
2, 3. xlii. 11. 
Thoſe texts which de- 
ſcribe beforchand His 
ſpeak him a human be- 
ing; and moſt certainly 
forbid the very thoughs 


Tranſlation of Iſaiah, li. 13.—iii. 12. in © Commentaries, 


Ke. by the Society for promoting che knowlege of the 


*< Scriptures,” p. 36. &c. 2 


upon this text for Chriſt's preexiſtence. 


2 
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For the Preeziſtence. _ {gain is. 
Qld Teſtament, that are of his being God, or 
"I ſed to favour any thing but a limit- 
the 5 of TEE 
. Chuiſt. For I make Micah v. 2. Iſaiah lik. 
no account of the chi- 8, 9. | = 
merical Platonic idea of =_ 
Juſtia Martyr; that Je- 
fus Chriſt was an infe- 
rior, created God, the 
delegate of the One Su- 
 preme: who, he ſup- 
| poles, never appeared 
or ated himſelf; but 


New Teftament. 
There is nothing in 
the leaſt countenance to 


« 


© Four Ct. 
Chtift, which is related 
to have been ĩnſpected 
by the apoſtle Peter ; as 
| if he had any idea, that 
Chrift had lived in any 


e PRE FA CE. 
For the" Proeaiffence . 


life to God, in full aſſur- = 
ance of having it ſoon 


W 


e ET; 


* 


ah oo cc 
holy Jeſus, as à charuc- 


ter of perſect goodneſs, 
1 — 


nothing to — 


above the condition of a 
human creature ſo dig - 
nified by its Maker. 


reſtored to him. Luke ii. 
Te 
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Againſt it. 
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7. 16. 52. xxii. 43. 
(Heb. v. 7. XX111, 46. | 


. 
believed ſuch things — | 
* concerning their Maſter | 


Chriſt, it is not credible 
2 they would have con- 
them. | 
10, 11, 12. 138, 139; John having ſeen the | 
that it is God himſelf, writings of the other | 
who 


For the Preexiftence of 
Non Gn. 
who is the ord, or Wiſ⸗ 
dom here ſpoken of; 
and not Chriſt. 

— 15. For be was 
before me ; i. e. was my 


was to lead men. 


— 1, No man bath 


ſeen God at any time : 
the wwell-beloved Son,who 
is in the boſom of the Fa- 
ther, be bath declared 
bim: i. e. No man has 
a perfet knowlege of 
the will and deſigns of 
God for men, but my- 
ſelf. 

111. 13. is much the 
fame as the above; 
highly figurative : as is 


his whole diſcourſe with 


| Nicodemus. None fup- 
poſes the Son of man, to 
have literally aſcended 
into heaven, or to have 
been there at all. 


principal; to whom I 


tie BREGACE. i 


An it. 


evangeliſts, omits in 
general what had been 


thing of the birth and 
parentage of Jeſus, and 
the like: but mentions 


his mother and rela- 


* 


b 


tions, and ſpeaks of his 
and ſuffering and dy- 
belong to mortals, and 
to no other creatures 
that we know of. And 
as he records more of 
our Lord's own dif- 
evangeliſts, no one can 
avoid obſcrving his con- 
tinual declarations, that 
he received his being, 


his extraordinary know- 


lege, and all his powers 
from God: which ſhews, 
w very far Chriſt was 


. Fo Crip. 

vi. 6. is very highly 
figurative alſo. The Sor 
of man had literally ne- 
whatever be to be un- 
_ derſtood by it. 
iii. 42. See Pref. 
pP. xiii. 

c 1 See p. 24, 
25, 26, 27. 


xvi. 28. See p. 48. 


and Pref. Kill. 
163. | 


= 8. they have 
known of a certainty that 
I came out from thee, 


and they have believed 


that thou didft ſend me. 


The former clauſe is ex- 


plained by the latter. 


The As. 


In this ſerond treatiſe _ 


of St. Luke, ſo far is 
there from being any 


| Againſt it. 


from claiming to be 
any thing but A ͤ crea- 
ture dependent upon 
God, and infinitely in- 
favours. 


The Acre. 
It is remarkable, that 
this book which parti- 
| thing 
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For the Preexiftence of 


Jeſus Chrift. 
thing to prove Chriſt to 
have been the ſupreme 
God; that there is no- 
thing whatſoever, which 
indicates him to have 
been any other than one 


of human kind, for his 


virtues highly promot- 
ed in the heavenly 


Romans. 
ix. 5, See p. 18, 19. 


Againſt it, 


manner in which the 


goſpel was preached to 


the world after Chriſt's 
reſurrection and aſcen- 
ſion into heaven, diſ- 
tinctly informs us, that 
his apoſtles deſcribehim 
as a man, highly a- 
yond this. Acts ii. 22. 


_ xvii. 24. 31. Chriſt alſo 


ſpeaks of himſelf, as 
having been a man, and 
nothing more. xxii. 8. 
In ſhort, if any one be 


diſpoſed to give names, 


he may call this a So- 
cinian book, and St. 
Luke a Socinian. 


|  Romens. 

This epiſtle begins 
with declaring Chriſt to 
have been a mortal man, 


but inveſted with extra- 
b 2 


ordinary 


i. 2. With all that in 
every place, call upon 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. It ſhould be 
tranſlated with all 
that in every place are 


| callled by the name of 


 Feſus Chriſt our Lord: 
viz. that are chriſtians. 
See Hammond. 


that ſpiritual rock that 
| followed them ; aud that 
roct was Chriſt, This 
is only a reference and 
alluſion, which the a- 
poſtle makes to Chriſt; 


and no proof that Chriſt 


had any concern with 


at that time. 


— I — — — ” 4 — 1 - 
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x. 4. They drank , followers of their being 


the Iſraelites, or lived 
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For the Preexiftence of 


Againſt it. 


prophet and lawgiver 
of the chriſtian church; 


who ſuffered death for 
the truth, but was ſoon 
raiſed to an immortal 
life, as a pledge to his 


grave in their appoint- 
ed time. And the a- 
poſtle in one place ex- 
preſsly declares, that 


Jeſus Chriſt was equally 


a man as Adam was. 
XV. 21, 22. 


4 
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For the Preexiftence of 


Jeſus Chrif. 


x. 9. Neither let us 


tempt Cbriſt, as ſome of 
them alſo tempted (God,) 
and were deſtroyed of ſer- 
pents, That the word 
God, here put in dif- 
ferent characters, is to 
be underſtood, has been 


manuſcripts, the read- 


towards us) of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt; that though 
be was rich, yet for your 
ſakes he became poor, 
that ye through his po- 
verty might be rich. 


dz 


ing is—Let us not tempt 


_ Epiſtle, but muſt ſee that 


Againſt it. 


2 Corinthians; 
No one can read this 


God is one ſingle perſoun; 


and Chriſt his great 


of his church, and the 
appointed future judge 
of all. 


_ Chriſt's 


2 - 1 * 1 
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For © the Preexiftence of 


Feſus Chrift. 


_ Chriſt's riches were the 


high powers and com- 
munications he had re- 
ceived from God ; which 


he made no uſe of for 


his own eaſe or benefit, 


but ſolely for the good 


of others. There is no 
reference to anyſuppoſed 
powers in a former ſtate 
of exiſtence. 


Philippians. 
ii. 5—9. See p. 76, 


77. 164, 165. 


Ageing it. 


Philippians, 


ii. 5—9. This paſ- 
ſage proves Chriſt to 
have been a human 


| being; who received 


| Coloſſians. 
i. 16. p. 54—61. 


Hebrews. 


4.4. ad ko. a 
theſe laſt days ſpoken unto 


his great powers and 
dignity from Almighty 
God. 


 Colefſians. 
See P - 54—61. 


Hebrews. 
Of all the epiſtles of 


St. Paul, there is none 
us by bis Son, whom be in which he is fo full 
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For the Preexiſtence of 


Jeſus Chrift. 


drank 


hath appointed heir of all and particular in de- 


things ; by whom alſo be 
made the worlds. This 
laſt ſhould be tranſlated 
— By or for the ſake of 
whom, be conſtituted the 
ages. See Dr. Dod- 
dridge on the place. 
——3. Who being the 
brig/-tneſs of bis glory, 
and the expreſs image of 
Bis perſon. —See p. 140. 
—— But unto the Son 
be ſaith; Thy throne, o 
God, is for ever and 
ever, It ſhould rather 
be tranſlated: But con- 
cerning the Son be ſaith, 
God is thy throne for 
il. 14. 16. 


Foraſ- 


much then as the children 


are partakers of fleſp and 
blood, he alſo himſelf 


likewiſe took part of the 
ſame. For verily be 


b 4 


ſcribing our Lord as a 
thers of mankind, as in 
this to the Hebrews : 
viz, that he was equally 
mortal; was placed here 
upon his trial, as. we 
are; and diſciplined and 


made perfect thereby: 


11. 9, 10. 14. 18. iv. 15. 
v. 7, 8, 9. Xii. 2. 


mw i 
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wuben it teſtified before- 


ſhould follow, The /pi- then it alſo appears, that 


* The PREFACE. 
For the Preexiftence of Againſt it. 
Feſus Chriſt. | 


nature of angels ; but be | 


took on bim the ſeed of 


Abraham. It ſhould have 
been tranſlated: For- 
dren are partakers of 
Al and 2 be «fo 


1 Peter. 
bat, It is not poſſible to 
or what manner of time read this epiſtle with- 
the ſpirit of Chriſt which out ſeeing, that Jeſus 
was in them did fignify, Chriſt is as diſtin from 
God, as a creature ſub- 
band the ſufferings of je& to death, can be 
Chrift, and the glory that from its creator. But 


The PREFACE. 


— of 
Feſus Chriſt. 


© - | 
Againſt it. 


+ bre the bleſſed Jeſus had 


phets, was not, properly 
ſpeaking, any power of 


Chriſt, but of Ged him- 


ſelf, by which they were 
enabled todeclare things 
to come. And it is 
called the ſpirit of Cg. 


- obiea 1 hom it is 
here ſaid to be employ- vi 
ed; in the ſame man- 


ner, as the miraculous 
power to be communi- 
cated to the apoſtles, 
Joh. xiv. 17. is called 
the ſpirit of truth, be- 
cauſe it was to teſtify 
that the doctrines deli- 
vered by them were 
true. 
(Dili. 19. 20. By which 


( ſpirit, or power of God,) 


after he was gane (into 


been one highly diſtin- 
guiſhed by Almighty 
God, and deſigned be- 


fore his birth to fill a 
in the moral world, to 


truth. i. 19. 20. 21. iv. 


11. 19. v. 10. 11. 


(4) I give ah Stam ee. ac 
characters, to explain its meaning: for which fee the moſt 
Judicious commentators ; particularly Beauſobre. 


heaven) 


— 


Fefus Chrift. 

heaven) he preached (by 
his apoſtles) to the ſpirits 
m priſon (i. e. to the 
heathen world, men of 
'the fame race with 
thoſc,) which at one time 
were diſobedient, when 
the long ſuffering of Ged 
waited in the days of 
N6ab, i. e. during that 
patriarch's preaching to 


them. But now he 


would have it inferred, 
the caſe was different : 
many of theſe heathens 
repented at the preach- 
ing of the goſpel. 


\ _—_ 
2. 3. Every ſpirit 


that confeſſeth that Jeſus 
Chriſt is come in the 
fleſh, is of God. And 


come in flcſh, is not of 


God. To come in the 


every ſpirit that confeſſeth . 
not that Jeſus Chriſt is 


The PREFACE. 
Fer the Preexiftence of 


Againſt it. 


1 Jobs. 


The PREFACE An 


For the Preexiftence of Againſt it. 
Jeſus Chriſt. 


fieſp, is to be a mortal 
man, liable to ſuffer- 
ings and death. And 
this is ſaid by the apoſ- 
tle againſt ſome chriſ- 
tians who denied this. 


Revelation of St. John. Revelation. 
I am Alpha and O- 
mega, the firſt and the 
laſt. See p. 27. 28. 
fi. 8. Theſe things 
ſaith the firſt and the laſt ; 
which was dead, and is 
alive. See as above. 


1. The reader will obſerve in the preceding 
ſketch,thevaſt amount of Scripture- evidence which 
there is for Jeſus Chriſt being a mortal man; and 
neither the ſupreme God, nor a great angelic 
ſpirit, the maker of the world under God: ; 

2. That Matthew, Mark, and Luke, appear to 
have lived and died, without knowing that Jeſus 
Prophet, and meſſenger of the divine will to 
mankind for their final happineſs and ſalvation ; 
which may reaſonably give men pauſe, and make 

them 


„ The PREFACE. 
them reflect; whether they are not miſtaken in 


low-evangeliſt, when they make him maintain 
that Chrift was the moſt high God : 


3- That this evangeliſt, St. John, the fa- 


vourite diſciple, in the general ſtrain of his hiſ- 
tory, ſpeaks of Chriſt, as being a dependent crea- 
ture, receiving life and every thing from God, 
even more than the other evangeliſts ; and that 
thoſe few paſſages in compariſon, in his goſpel, 
which have been ſuppoſed to declare him to 


God; are, in general, capable of a moſt eaſy 


folution, and may be ſhewn to relate to his office 


and dignity from God, in being his highly 
favoured creature, meſſenger and ſervant, and 
not the ſupreme Being himſelf, or a ſubor- 


will attend to the connection of the diſcourſe, to 
the idiom of the language, and the ſenſe, and 


not merely the ſound of the words made uſe of: 


4. That St. Paul, in his famous ſpeech at Athens, 


before the court of Areopagus, as well as in all 


— Jus Chriſt was merely one of the human race, 
_ raiſed up for the greateſt purpoſes, for the benefit 
of mankind, which he nobly anſwered, and was 

therefore exalted to honour ; and never at any 


he adaads:-4 


which 


their interpretations of the writings of their fel- 


have been a preexiſtent ſpirit, or the ſupreme 


his epiſtles ; ſometimes directly aſſerts, that Je- 


being, ſo diſtinguiſhed by the ſupreme Father: 


The PREFACE wv 


- which might argue our Lord to have been God, 


or any thing above the condition of a human 


5. That the ſame may be averred of the epiſtles 
of the other apolitcs; and of the Revelation of 
St. John: 

And, if, upon the whole, a few paſſages ſhould 
not appear to be ſatisfactorily cleared up and 
ſolved, yet a wiſe man will judge of a point fo 
important, by the general tenour of 2 book or 
diſcourſe ; by what is plain, evident and uncon- 
trovertible ; and will always be decided by the 
greater weight of evidence. | 

I would therefore now aſk Mr. Profeſſor 
White, and many others; who betray ſuch a 
profound ignorance of what Deiſm, Chriſtianity, 


5 and that which they term Socinianiſm, really is; and 


who by ſuch little paltry arts and inſinuations 
affect to depreciate the integrity, ſimplicity, and 
general character of thoſe againſt whom they 

write: whether ſuch men as the late excellent 


Dr. Lardner, and thoſe who. now are in his ſen- 


timents concerning Jeſus Chriſt, which they be- 


lieve on the grounds offered above, to have been 
the very ſentiments and doctrine of the apoſtles 


concerning the perſon of their lord and maſter, | 
Jeſus; whether they are to be calumniated as 
enemies to the goſpel, and infinuations thrown 


out in the dark without proofs of their uſing 
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whether the doctrine of Chriſt being truly and 
properly man, and not God, be not as favour- 
able to piety, and virtue, as the contrary, nay 
more favourable ; though this is not the proper 
criterion by which the point is to be decided ? 
whether they who maintain this opinion, do not 
manifeſt an equal love of truth, and zeal for the 
goſpel, with thoſe who hold the contrary ? whe- 

ther alſo they do not hold forth to others the 
grand peculiarity of the goſpel, the hope of an 
eternal exiſtence after death, with God and Chriſt, 
and all virtuous and good beings; and whether 
their own lives do not appear to be regulated 
and governed by this hope, as much as thoſe of 
their opponents ? 

It is to be hoped, that ingenuous men, and 
ſcholars, will inform themſelves berter, and change 
their language; leſt they give room for ſuſpicion, 
. and the 
chriſtian. 

The late Lord Barrington, in one part of his 
works, paſſes the following cenſure on ſome con- 
troverſial writers of his time, which contains 
hints and admonitions, worthy the attention of | 
many in our day. © I (e) cannot but have a very 
(=) Miſcellanea Sacra. Vol. i. p. 157, 158. ed. 1770. I 
am obliged to the laſt valuable edition of the Biographie, 
under the article Barrington, for this citation. 


« mean 


* 
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« writers, who will put on the appearance of 
c« affurance and certainty, that they may carry 
ee the guiſe of perfect know lege and judgment 
ec to the bulk of their readers, in points where 
« they are far from being at that certainty which 
« they affect ſo much to be thought to have: 
« and every one mult have a much worſe opinion 
ce of thoſc who give themſelves the air, only to 
« ſerve party or private views. The firſt pro- 
« ceeds from a degree of pride to which human 
cc nature is too calily carried; while the ſecond 
cc ariſes from a degree of diſhoneſty that has 
< been contraſted by lower arts of it repeated 
<« from time to time, till it has grown habitual, 
dc and ends in venturing on this bigh injury ts 
« mankind. The firſt moral virtues of a writer are 
« i@ diveſt himſelf of theſe enormous paſſhons ; to 
« ſearch for truth alone, and to propoſe it to bis 
reader, with that degree of evidence or certainty, 
« of doubt or difficulty, which it bas in bis own 
« mind : conſidering himſelf as accountable to God 
for miſleading any man by the ſuperiority of bis 
<« talents; and as accountable to bis reader, for the 
< nſolence of endeavouring to impoſe on him, by the 
means of any real or imagined advantage be bas 
« over bim. If theſe virtues were practiſed by 
every writer, we ſhould receive more profit 

« than 


* 
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er than we now reap from either of them; and 


. writing would then be in the beſt ſtate that this 
* ſtate of imperſection would allow *.” 


® The following extract of a letter from this nobleman, 
who was himſelf a Diſſenter, to Dr. Lardner, ſhews on 
what intimate terms they converſed together, and is inſerted 
Bere as it does equal honour to the memories of both of them. 

——*< "Thus I think our controverſy ends. But our friend- 
«© ſhip and correſpondence I hope never will, but with our 


_ << lives. And our friendſhip, I hope then, but for a ſeaſon. 


I have had fo much ſatisfaction and inſtruction from your 
s candour, openneſs, and obliging manners, that whenever 
I have difficulties to put, in the future courſe of my en- 


enable to, I ſhall take the liberty to trouble you, unleſs 


<« you forbid me; or (if your great civility will not allow 
<< you to do that) I forbear, from the ſenſe I have, of how 


% much I rob the world, in the reſult of the learned pur- 


«** ſuits they juſtly expe from you, by ſuch kinds of inter- 


1c ruptions as thoſe I have given you.” Memoirs of che 


life and writings of Dr. Lardner, p. 41. 


POST- 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Thoſe whom Mr. Profeſſor White calls Socinians, 


are known greatly to differ from Socinus in many 
things ; particularly in not paying religious worſhip to 
Jeſus Chriſt, or praying to him: which was a point 
that Fauſtus Socinus vebemently inſiſted on, though be 
confidered Chriſt as 4 man only, with divine powers 
conferred upon bim. If ſuch are to be diftinguiſbed by 
any other name, than that of Chriſtians, one, who 
can ſpeak for many of them, would ſay, that they are 


Unitarian chriſtians ; as bolding the unity of God 


in the ſtritteſt ſenſe, to the excluſion of Jeſus Chriſt, 


and of every other Perſon whatſoever, from being 


named or compared with The Supreme Father, as 

equal to bim, or as any thing but dependent on nu; 
WHO 1s THE BLESSED AND ONLY POTENTATE, THE 
KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS; WHO ONLY 
HATH IMMORTALITY ; DWELLING IN LIGHT ux- 
APPROACHABLE; WHOM NO MAN HATH SEEN, 


NOR CAN SEE: TO WHOM BE HONOUR AND POWER 


EVERLASTING, AMEN. 1 Tim. vi. 15, 16. 
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Page 85.: for Gacius read Gaius. 
— 97. ñ——N—8 water, be. pur fl graty bees 
.. for 10 be hereafter put as above. 


——115. 1. 10. dels ſimilar to them. 
—197. I. 6. from the bottom, — 13. 14. 


INTRODUCTION 


* 


N reviewing and examining this © Plea for the 
Divinity of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,”-I have la- 
mented to ſee a great deal of 2 | 
waſted, as it appears to, me, in ſupporting 
errors; which might have been uſefully employed 
in illuſtrating and propagating the genuine truth 
It was alſo a continual mortification, to find the 
whole ſtrain of the ſacred writings, which relate to 
: CS Cake re OD Ks 
true meaning, to exhibit Jeſus Chriſt as bei 
and 2 . 
ſelf, whoſe words are ſometimes quoted, never 
thought of any thing of the kind... 

And it has an infinite drudgery to go over 
again an old beaten track, in remarking numberleſs 
miſrepreſentations of the Scriptures, and falſe read- 
ings of them cited as genuine, which are well known 
to ſcholars; and which one wonders ſhould have 
eſcaped a perſon, who had advantages of bging 
better informed. 

Wren an author ſteps forth, and boldly main- 
tains Jeſus Chriſt to be the Gov over ATT, after 
ſo much written and demonſtrated to the contrary, 
by our Clarke, and Whiſton, by Whitby, (a) 

| | | Peirce, 

() Theſe pious conſcientious men, Whitby and Peirce, 
two of the moſt learned men of the learned age in which they 
lived, are remarkable for having been at firſt ſtrenuous main- 
rainers of the doftrine of the Trinity, and of the divinity of 
Chriſt ; bur by their own honeſt enquiries and the ſtrong 

force of evidence, they were brought 10 ſee their error, and 
1 y confeſſed it. In Whiſton's memoirs of his own life, 
(Vol. I. p. 139.) . 


— 


. 


72 
121 
Peirce, &c: not to mention celebrated names, Ben 
Mordecai, and others, till living; he will be ſure 
to find admirers and favourers of one claſs or other, 
according to the ſtile of his compoſation, ſo long as 
what he pleads for is the eſtabliſhed and prevailing 
doftrine. And as too many are diſpoſed to hold 
the book laſt publiſhed if no reply be made to it, 
| le of being confuted ; ſome Phala- 
an ſhould have undertaken the taſk however 
ious and irkſome : to ſhew this writer his miſ- 
takes; to undeccive the ignorant and unwary, who 
may have, been miſled by him; and to vindicate 
the incommunicable, peculiar bonour and worſhip, 
due to the only true God and Father of all, to the 
excluſion of all other beings or perſons whatſoever 
the univerſe, and eſpecially of him, 
whom chriſtians bave forced into a throne of equa- 
lity with the ſupreme Father, but than whom none 
could be farther (6) from claiming ſuch honour, 
Jes, (c) the prophet of Nazareth, of Galile. 


Biſhop Bull's arguments for the Trinity, in his Diſquiſitiones 
modeſtz, and in his anſwers to Waterland. The latter of 
theſe tracts being in Engliſh, with his LasT 
ſhould be bound wp and fold along with his Paraphraſe and. 
and ith his Pa and 
Notes Nee ele 
benefit of the author's maturer judgment, and juſtice be done 
to him, and to them. þ 
[s) Match. xxi. 11. Xi. 29. Learn of me, for I am meek and 
lowly in heart. ax. 16, 17. Behold one came and ſaid unto 
him, good maſter, what good thing ſhall de that I may have 
eternal life? And be ſaid unto him, why calleſt thou me good? 
there is none good but one, that is God. Chriſt here manifeſtly 
owns his dependance upon God, and diſclaims his having 
any thing good in himſelf, but what he received from the 
almighty Parent of him and of all. Pk 
(c) Matth. xxi. 11. Our Lord did not blame the people 


3 I have 


([ 3 1 

I have long wondred, that a treatiſe ſo juſtly 
reprehenſible on many accounts, as this will appear 
to be, has not been animadverted upon by ſome 
judicious and liberal hand in that famous feat of 
learning, in the neighbourhood of which Mr. Ro- 
binſon has his abode. I was the more induced to 
expe it from a local conſideration, which con- 


cerns themſelves, and is not, I believe, much known 
abroad. For although this 
ter among 
his book was much circulated and recommended, 
in the Univerſity, at its firſt publication 1776, by 
ſome 


n is a Miniſ- 
the Diſſenters in the town of | 


the eſtabliſhed church, who were 


2 any reed however ſlender, to 
rl guard the youth 

the place againſt the opinions and writings of 
ſome of their own body, who had openly aſſerted 
and made converts to the belief of the trig. 
1 Cauſe and Author of all 


ings, | 
When I at any time inquired, why no notice 
„% which 


had much vogue at the firſt ; all I could learn was, 
that it was looked upon as ſo very ſuperficial, and 
had fo little argument in it, that it could not long 
But this reaſon of ſome able ingenious men for 
declining to lay a juſt account of the weakneſs of 
the performance before the Public, proceeded from 
the want of a attention to thoſe who would 
be moſt likely to be miſguided by it, and from 
meaſuring others too much by the ſize of their own 
underſtandings. For as it 1s written with great 

ſmartneſs and an air of triumph, and deals through- 
out in aſſertions without proofs ; this method, how - 
ever diſguſting to every intelligent mind, is pecu- 
liarly calculated to * the unlearned, and 

| D 2 


thole 


[4] 
thoſe who are unaccuſtomed or unwilling to be at 
the trouble of ju for themſelves ; whom ne- 
venthelefs it would have been right and neceffary 
to have put upon their guard. 
There is moreover ſomething very impoſing, 
and that would weigh more than a thouſand argu- 
ments with common readers, in the very poſitive 
and deciſive tone with which nr cr tanks 
where the ſtrength of his often but ill 
ſupports him ; and alſo in the liberties he takes in 
cenſuring even the apoſtles and their writings, if 
they are not to be underſtood and interpreted, in 
bo retry cage w be. 
It will ſuffice to give one ſpecimen here; as 
r 


cCourſe of our inquiry. 
Aſter having divers texts of 
to ſhew that the r 


| aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt, prove him to be the Su- 
preme God; but without any to ſhew, 


Sn he inſtances brought by him are real divine 


| op wad Ken” nag that 7 2 
them, p. 27. 


* If they 2 the perfeftions of Dei 
ce wo Jefus Oheil, have fallen into an error, +4 
* may have been led into it by the writers of the 
New Teſtament.—If Jeſus Chriſt be God, the 
« aſcription of the perfeQtions of God to him is 
« proper: ir HE BE NOT, THE APOSTLES ARE 
% CHARGEABLE WITH WEAKNESS OR WICKED- 


« NE$s, and either would deſtroy their claim of 
« inſpiration.” 

The few who examine and decide for them- 
ſelves, are not to be dazzled and over-awed by 


theſe confident hs pier 


are oftentimes moſt ignorant, where they are moſt 
— But it is not ſo with 
others ; 


him, by ſuch ſtrong paintings 
s to the moral — . 


e divine e e 
reſult, according to him, from denying Chriſt to 
be God. 
It may be doubted whether upon any ſubjeA or 
occaſion, theſe vehement oratorical expreſſions, 
r 
7 ought ſurely — — tf 
— ſo ſerious a nature as that in 
* whether the Scriptures teach Jeſus Chriſt to be 
_ * the Supreme God, or a creature.” Here every 
J calmly 
according to evidence, and to be wholly indifferent 
with reipell to oonttquences, on win Rye or is 
balance the truth falls. 


SSC Tak kt 
Whether the ſacred writers ſpeak of God, in peculiar, appro- 
preated terms. 


HERE is conc chfcrvation, with which our 

Tl appear e ae fit fight; tur is 

“ — 

nevertheleſs a capital miſtake. Tin the 3 

poſition taken up ry that the ſacred writers 
3 were 


2 wo 
were exceedingly careful and exact in the terms 
in which they ſpeak concerning Gov, not to apply 
them to any others but to uin alone; leſt they 
ſhould give occaſion to and countenance idolatry 
and the worſhip of a multiplicity of gods, to which 
the world was then, and has ever been moſt prone. 
If Jeſus Chriſt (ſays he, p. 9) were not God, 
* the writers of the N New Teflament diſcovered 
« great injudiciouſneſs in the choice of their words, 
* and a very incautious and dangerous 
« ſtile. Paul and Barnabas had ſeen a miracle 
« and a ſermon procure an offer of their own deifi- 
cation at Lyſtra; and the general deſcription of 
the heathens afforded them a ſtrong probability 
« that the hiſtory of Jeſus Chriſt, which is made 
« upof miracles and ſermons, expreſſive of extra- 
*« ordinary wiſdom and r, would procure a 
« deĩfication alſo of . naturally 
« that men who rent their clothes (Ads xiv.) in 
« abhorrence of confounding the creature with the 
« Creator, ſhould expreſs the nature of God, and 
the natures of all creatures, in the moſt circum- 
« ſpettlanguage. In ſpeaking of Jeſus Chriſt, where 
the temptation to idolatry was the — we 


In making remarks of this kind, perſons ſhould 
beware of indulging imagination, and taking upon 
them e to preſcribe and determine what 
ought to be the condutłt of Divine Providence, till 

they have examined and ſeen what is the real fact, 
and the language of the prophets of God, concern- 
ing his adoreable majeſty : And it happens to be 
quite the reverſe of what our author lays down and 
_ decides in fo pere a manner. 


For, on a peruſal of the books both of the Old 
and New Teſtament, we 3 that 
8 


MS? 

the writers uſe not any cautious management or 
curious nicety in their phraſes concerning the 
Great God and other beings, his creatures. 
never ſeem to have been under any apprehenſions, 
that they, for whoſe immediate uſe they 
their writings, ſhould ever miſtake, or forget the 
ſacred everlaſting diſtinction and infinite diſtance, 
between the Great Creator, and any one, however 
highly gifted and favoured, whom they mention 
along with him; or that from any ambiguity of 
expreſſion uſed by them; or application of the 
ſame terms, or aſſignment of the ſame aQs, to Moſes, 
to Chriſt, or to any other; they ſhould be led to 
conclude, that there was any other Perſon, who 
was Jehovah, truly and properly God, but the ſingle 
Pe of the Father, the Almighty Maker and 
Governor of all things. Thus 
(b) © 1. Moſes is ſaid to be a God, Exod. vii. 1. 
And the Log p ſaid to Moſes ; See, I have made thee 
a God unto Pharaoh. And iv. 16. Thou (Moſes) 
ſhalt be to him inſtead of God. 
2. Moſes is prayed unto, and that to forgive 
fins, Numb. xii. 11. And Aaron ſaid unto Moles; 
Alas, my Lord, I beſeech thee, lay not this ſin upon us, 
wherein we have done fooliſhly, and wherein we have 
ſinned. There is the like again in Exod. x. 16, 17. 
where Pharaoh calleth for Moſes and Aaron, and 
ſaith; 7 have finned againſt the Lon p your God, and 


__  , agarnſt you. Now therefore Forgive, I pray thee, my 


in only this once, &c. 
« 3. Moſes is worſhiped, Exod. xi. 8. All theſe thy 
ſervants ſhall come down unto me, and bow down them- 
ſelves unto me, or worſhip me, as the word ſignifies. 


(2% Theſe remerks I find ready made to my hand, in the 
remains of a reſpectable Er glith writer, a moſt pious and vir- 
tuous man; who ſuffered in the cauſe of the Divine Unity, 
in the la? century, dying in a loathſome jail. | 

B 4 n 


£8] 
4. It is ſaid of Moſes, Exod. xxxii. that he 
brought the children of Iſrael out of Egypt, ver. 7. 
And the Los» ſaid unto Moſes, go, get thee down; fr 
thy people which thou broughteſt out of the of 
Egypt have corrupted themſetves : and xxxui. 1. But 
I to the ten commandments, Exod. 
xx. 1, 2. God Jpake all theſe words ſaying, I au TRE 
Lozxp Taxy Cod, which have brought thee out of the 
Land of Egypt. See alſo Deut. v. 6. 

« It is ſaid, the yuelites did believe in Moſes as 
well as the Lon, £Exed. xiv. 31. And Iſrael ſaw 
that great work which the Loxp did upon the Egyp- 
trans, and the people feared the Lord, and believed 
the Loxd and tus ſervant Moſes ; (Heb. believed in 
the Los dp and in Moſes his ſervant.) Again, Exod. 
xix. g. Lo, I come unto thee in a thick cloud, that the 
people may hear when I ſpeak with thee, and believe 
thee for ever; (Heb. believe in thee.)” 

This fingie ſpecimen is ſufficient to evidence the 
weakneſs of our author's aſſertion, concerning the 
ſuppoſed reſerve uſed by the ſacred writers, in 
never ſpeaking of the Great God, but in ſuch lan- 

guage as was appropriated to him alone. And it 
hews how little is to be inferred, towards the prov- 
ing Chriſt to be God, from what is attributed to God 
in one place, being attributed to Chriſt in another ; 
| becaule, according to the ſame way of arguing, we 

may prove Moſes alſo to be God. But there will 
be frequent occaſion to note the fallacious conclu- 
fions into which this unhappy miſtake, and ſtumble 
at the very threſhold, has led this writer. — 


„ 

Whither Feſus Chrift is the Supreme God? 
JL owEvVER formidable the undertaking, I 
== only ſpeak as to the irkſomeneſs of it, I ſha!l 


&# ” Wy 
not decline the labour of g and wei 
one by one, I muſt not 2 Robinſon's 
of the Deity af Chris, but his ae Scelp- 
bende and whats, of Giher A ap 
pearance, applicd to Chriſt, with thoſe aſcribed to 
God himſelf; from which be would have it in- 
ferred, that Chriſt is the Supreme God. 
That I may not miſrepreſent or injure him, 1 
ſhall commonly giye his own un 
exactly in his own way. | 
Under his firſt head, to ſhew * that 1 
« of the New Teſtament meant to inform their 
< readers, that J:zsus Cur1sT is TRULY AND PRO- 
« pzRLy GOD (4d); -I take up (lays he) the New 
0 Teſtament, and read theſe words of truth and 
* ſoberneſs, in which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth me 
« the nature of Jeſus Chriſt; and I find theſe 
* propoſitions. 
25 The Word was God. John i. 1. Goy warme- 
« nifeſt in the fleſh. 1 Tim. iii. 16. His name is 
* Emanuel, Gov with us. Matth. i. 23. Fohn turned 
« many to THE Logo THzir Gop. Luke i. 16. 
« The crucified Tue Lord or GLORY. 1 Cor. 
« ji. 8, Cop purchaſed the church with his blood. 
« Adds xx. 28. Jeſus Chriſt is Lozv or ALL, Ads 
<< x. 36. is OVER ov Gop BLESSED FOR 
« Ever. Rom. ix. 5. We ſhall all fand before the 
judgment ſeat of Cunisr, ſo every one of us ſhall 
« give account of hamſe!f to COD. Rom. xiv. 10. 12.” 


IN no interpretation or 


illuſtration of theſe texts; no argument to ſhew 
that they are applicable to his purpoſe ; only a la- 
boured upon them in a general way, in 

the following, and the like high terms, contrived 
to 9 the incautious unlearned reader ;— 


| (4) Mir. Robinſon's Plea, &c. p. 10. 


« By 


{ wo ] 

« By the richeſt words (ſays he) in this copious 
* language, (the Greek) the New Teſtament- 
* writers deſcribe Jeſus 6 The language 
« would have a lower terms to expreſs an 
« inferior nature: but it could have afforded none 
higher to expreſs the nature of the Supreme God.” 
His firſt inftance then, in proof of Jeſus being 

the ſupreme God, which be alleges, is; 

John i. 1. The Word was Gov. 
And he ſuppoſes, it will be taken as a thing quite 
certain, his word, for he offers no argument 
in its ſupport ; that by the term, Mord, logos, Chriſt 
is intended ; and that theſe words of the evangeliſt 
contain an — 2g declaration of Chriſt being the 


But no — — add a wiſe and reaſonable 
part, ſhould take up a belicf, without very great and 
ſtrong proof, that a Jew by deſcent, and education, 
like the apoſtle, owning Moſes for a divine lawgiver, 
could begin his book with declaring, what was 
never known or publiſhed before; viz. that there 
was another who was Jehovah, the Supreme 
God, and Creator of all things. beſides the one ]e- 
hovah, God of Iſrael, by ap Moſes profeſſed 
himſelf to be ſent ; 8 thus aſſert two Jehovahs, 
two Creators, where Moſes had afferted but one, 
and the prophets after him had declared no other : 
all of them uſing the words He, Him, Thou, Thee, 
when ſpeaking of him or to him; and I, me, when 
this Being is himſelf introduced ſpeaking ; ; terms 
which admit of no plurality of perſons whatſoever ; 
and eſpecially, that this ſame writer ſhould begin 
with declaring Jeſus to be THz TRUE Gop, when 
he ſoon aſter deſcribes Jeſus, in a folemn att of 

yer, invoking the Father as Tye onLY TRUE 
o; aud declaring his own higheſt — 


( 41] 

moſt honourable diſtinQtion, to be that of being 

ent by kim, his meſſenger. John xvii. 3. 

a 22 contradittory aſſertions belong not to the 
ſacred writings; but are the offspring of unhappy 
prejudice, and of human contrivance and autho- 
rity : otherwiſe it would eaſily have been perceived 
by all, that it is not Jeſus Chriſt, who is the Word, 
the Logos, here intended, but God himſelf; who 
is denominated and characterized by his attribute 
of Wiſdom, or his commanding word and energy 
which gave birth to all things; as in other places 
of Scripture, by other attributes. Thus God is 
love. 1 John iv. 16. Cop is bGght. 1 John i. 5. 
By this laſt, the apteſt and moſt ſtriking emblem in 
nature, the ſacred writer would denote his moſt 
perfect wiſdom and knowledge. Such language is · 
readily underſtood, and without difficulty applied 

in theſe inſtances: and why not here, in that be- 

fore us? 2043 
Writers alſo of oppoſite ſentiments on this ſub- 
ze, have ſeen and owned, that St. John in uſing 
this language, has a reference to Proverbs viii. 
where Wiſdom, though brought in as a Divine Per- 
fon ſpeaking and acting, is acknowleged 
thing but an attribute of the Supreme Mind ; and 
the whole of — 412 or perſonification in 
Solomon, is in no other light than as a 
beautiful animated deſcription of the God and 
Creator of all things, acting every where by the 
rules of the moſt conſummate wiſdom. And what 
mould hinder us from interpreting the apoſtle here 
in like manner ; not as int ing a new Supreme 
God, called the Word, Logos, quite unknown be- 


fore, and never named by the other three evange - | 


liſts; but aſſerting, that all things were made by 
God, at firſt, with the moſt perfe& wiſdom ; and 
that from the ſame ſource of the divine wiſdom, all 


the 


to be no- 


rey 


<< theſe 


* ] 

me different communications of light and inftruc- 
tion to mankind have been derived fince ; eſpeci- 
ally that beſt and chief of all, which we have by 
Jeſus Chriſt ? 

And that this is the intent of the 1 
Part of his golpel, St. John n 
if we only have the nce to liſten to him. For 
having aſſerted with chat ſunplicity of ſtile for which 
he is remarkable; In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God—he immediately ſub- 
Joins (ſhewing himſelf incapable of a thought that 
— — necken, who wes Cod, but.one ) and 
the Word was Gov; or as, rather agreeably 
wich the original, the ſentence might be tranſpoſed, 
end Gop was the Word : viz. that Word, of which 
he was ing, was none other than God himſelf. 
It was his Word, or Wiſdom, by which all things 
were made ; which all the divine councils 
and deſigns, thoſe eſpecially that related to the 
human race, and their deliverance out of their dark 
and degenerate ſtate by Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom a 
portion of this wiſdom was in an extraordinary man- 
ner imparted, ſufficient to enable him to 28 the 
great part aſſigned to him. Which is the 
al verſe 14. that follows; and the-Word was (e) made 
| Peſts, and dwelt among us, &c. 1. e. This wiſdom was 
communicated to a mortal, dwelt in the man Chriſt 
Jeſus, and was by him diſpenſed to the world (/.) 

(e) It ſhould rather be tranſlated, de Word was fob, = 


e enk euere, 25 before verſe 6. pure antfure;, there 
was 4 mas ſent, &c. 
OH IIS in 3 fg patter bis wack, has thee 
words 2 p. 62. 
* I appeal to any one of you, my brethren Whether 
confiderations ought not to induce us to allow St. 
og tion ; He wao was Mans fefb, was Gon.“ 


juſt now ſhewn, how far the apoſtle is from 
Ln Lk 


Mr. 


more 


[ 


Me. Robinſon next introduces 
1 Tim! iii. 16. Cop was manifeſt in the fleſh. 
And here alſo it mult be taken upon truſt from 
him, for he affigns no proof of it, that Chriſt is 
the God of whom the apoſtle ſpeaks. But others 
will conſider, that in agreement with the common 
phraſeology of Scripture, as well as with the pre- 
ceding 8 of The Word being made 
&c. it may be aſſerted of the Almighty, inv 
God, even the Father, that = was manzfeſt in the - 
_ fleſh; that is, was made known in a manner truly 
glorious and worthy of him, by the communica- 
tions of his wiſdom and power which were given 
to the man Chriſt Jeſus, and by the diſcoveries 
and revelations which this his honoured inſtrument, 
I rophet and r, was thereby impower- 
2 — of the divine will and benignity ; and 
all this in perfe& conſiſtence with, nay in no other 
way to be explained than by Chriſt being truly 
and properly man, a creature of God, and not 
truly and properly God; which our author would 
hence infer him to be. 
In the ſame way of ſpeaking, the ſame apoſtle. 
aſſerts, 2 Cor. v. 19. God was in Chriſt, reconciling 
the world to himſelf ; or as the ſame thing is ex- 
preſſed in the preceding verſe, God hath reconciled 
us to him ſel/ by Jeſus Chriſt ; i. e. Chriſt was God's 
| inſtrument in bringing men to holineſs and the 
divine favour for ever. 
This eaſy explanation may be given of the 
apoltle's language, even as our author has quoted 
it, without countenancing ſuch concluſion as he 
would draw from it. But after the ſtrict, impartial 
ſcrutiny that has been made in the preſent century 
concerning the paſſage, and eſpecially by the la- 
bours and reſearches of Sir Iſaac Newton, Wei- 
ſtein, Grieſbach, &c. upon it, the learned in ge- 


5 neral, 


C14 ] 
e 
nifeft in the fleſh, referring to the myſtery of god- 
lincſs he had immediately before mentioned. Of 
this our author ſhould not have been ignorant, nor 
his readers unapprized. 

Then follows Matth. i. 23. 
| His name is Emanuel, Gon with us (g). 
| Mr. Robinſon again his reader will put 
implicit confidence in him, that this text is an evi- 
dence of Chriſt being the ſupreme God: for he 
_ offers not a tittle to make it out. 

The words are cited by the evangeliſt from 
Ifaiah vii. 14. where they immediately relate to a 
en and no more 

Chriſt to than prove the like 
br the child fo deſcribed 7 But as 


that child, who was to be called Immanuel, Gop with 
: us, was not therefore God; but fo called, to fig- 
gw the known idiom of the Hebrew 
that God would at that time 
iar preſence and aſſiſtance to Ahaz: 
> applicati the fame name and phraſe, 
Immanuel, Gop with us, to the child Jeſus, unplies 
not that he was God : but only that God would 


manifeſt himſelf and his goodnels, in an extraor- 
manner, by him. 

We have afterwards, Luke 1. 16. | 

John turned many to Tus Lord THER Gon. 

This quotation upon the face of it certainly 
needed ſome explanation from our author, though 
none 1s given, to ſhew how it applies to Chriſt, and 
proves him to be the ſupreme God. For it is fo 


re 
22 be 3 Ball be 2 _ 4 15 4. 
terpreted, is, God with us. 


far 


—— 


and 


The fact is unqu 


appeared and maniſeſted himſelf. 

might turn many to Chriſt, and turn 

ſame time to the Lord their God, wi 
meſſenger 


He next produces 1 Cor. ii. 8. 

The Fews crucified Taz Lord or GLORY. 
eſtionably true; but what argu- 
| affords that Chriſt is God, the 
author tells not, but would have it taken for ccr- 
tain on his authority, that ſtiling Chriſt the Lord of 
glory was the ſame as ſtiling him the ſupreme God, 


hatever ſenſe Chriſt is called Lord, it is 


But in w 


made 


15 


11 15 
9 15 


; . 


11 15 


_ 
i is well Known, that the beſt and wen anten: 
matiuſcript copies of the New Teſtament reid 
dere; feed the church, not of God, but of the Lori. 
i. e. of Chriſt) which he hath Purchaſed with His 
; and fo'alſo it is cited by the molt atitient 


chriſtian writers SB: 
How can our author ave his readers unac- 


quainted with a circumſtance of ſuch i 
and ſuffer the preſent reading to paſs as genuine, 
without informing them of theſe juſt reaſons for 
rejecting it, and for believing that ſuch wards 2s 
the blood of God, never fell from the apoſtle ? 
Of the ſame kind is what follows 1 John iti. 16. 
Gop laid down his life for us. 
Io deliver this text, as it is here put, without 
heſitation, as a proof of Chriſt's being the ſupreme 
God, is a token of very inexcuſcable negligence 
in our author. He ought to have known better. 
Dr. Doddridge (g), whole ſentiments concerning 
the divinity of Chriſt are well known, plainly ſaw 
that the word Gov had nothing to do here, and 
accordingly expunged it out of his New Teſtament. 
See Mill, Wetltein, and Bengelius. Inſtead there - 
fore of Gov laid down his life for us, it is to be 
read, nz (i. e. Chriſt) laid down his life for us. 
One cannot but lament the injury and injuſtice 
done to the engliſh reader, by permitiing theſe and 
other acknowleged ſpurious readings to remain in 
our Bibles as the real words of the ſacred writers. 
If they were marked out or removed, as they ought 
to be, chriſtians would entertain a juſt horror _ 
language to which they have been too much famili- 
ariſed ; viz. of Goo dying, laying down kis life, 


being crucified, fledding kis Bod and the like ; 


(s) See h's paraphraſe upon the place. 
c as 


£971 
the ſhocking idea to be ſo 


foundation in the ſacred 
— 5 * 485 . ag Vi 


| is LORD or ALL. 


EB 


of Jeſus 
gay of Jeſus 


earth : and that every 
Ss that Jeſus Chriſt is Lord, ro 
THE GLORY or Gop Tas FATHER . 
We are next preſented with Rom. ix. 5. Chriſt 
25 OVER ALL, Cop BLESSED FOR EVER. 
It has often been ſhewn, that this our preſent 
engliſh tranſlation is not a juſt rendering and re- 
elentation of the apoſtle's words and meaning, 
He does not ſay, Chrift is over ALI, God BLES- 
ED FOR EVER: but his words ſhould be tranſlated 
Of whom (i. e. of the Iſraclites) Chriſt came: Gov, 


[ 19 1 
is over all, be bleſſed ever ! Or, as others 
— it; L og oy -—oþ of whom, as 
concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came ; whoſe is Tus Gov 
OVER ALL, bleſſed for ever. It is not needful to 
thoſe probable arguments which 
8 
2 ſenſe of the 
a farther preſumption that 
our engliſh verſion 1s 
that honeſt man 
: Scriptures, in his time, charges thoſe per- 
being guilty of a precipi 
Chriſt, Tus Cop over ALL. This 
he did not hold it to be St. Paul's doc- 


F 
8 


ITT; 
37 
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F 
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ir 
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K 


i 


— 0 ALL: yet 
« ſort, but pay more regard is u 
« of himſelf; My Father, who hath ſent me, is 


h aN. 

contra Celſum. 1. viii. p. 387. Ed. 

) ** The kann pheath, « em carers tore Ga — 
1 ＋ 


in the Scripture, and moſt primitive 

„ 1eftly and fingly means, Gon, the Father. Aud it was 
thought in thoſe ancient days, that to ſay the Son was 
<< 0 874 Warrwn daes, was little leſs than ignorance, herely, 
I blaſphemy.” Whiſton's Primitive Chriſtianity revived, 
Vol. IV. 7. 14. where is much more on the ſubject deſerving 
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in r2ghteouſneſs, by that 
| whereof he hath given 
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SECTION m. 
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The titles given to God 
in the Jewiſh Scrip- 
Thou foalt ſay, I an 


1 5 
J (Jchovah) am Taz 


FIRST AND THE LAST. 


Iſai. xliv. 6. | 


Febovab your God is 


Lord or LorDs. Deut. 
x. 17. 
Tu HIGHEST bimſe 


Hail eftabliſh Zion. Pl. 


IxxXXVIi. 5. 
The Lord of boſts is 


Tas KiNG OF GLORY. 
Pf. xxiv. 10. 

T will! savx them 
Tart Lord THEIR Gob. 
Hol. i. 7. T 

Belſhazzar lifted up 
bimſelfagainſiTa: Lord 
- OF HEAVEN. Dan. v. 2g. 


Jebovab is exalted as 


if 
face of 


The titles given toChriſt 
' tures. 5 
Before Abraham was, 


7 (Jeſus) an rn FIRST 
AND THE LAST. Rev. i. 


11. 17. 


The Lamb is Lone or 


THE HIGHEST. 
Luke 1. 76. 

Jeſus Chrift is Lond 
or GLORY. James ii. 1, 


The Saviour born is 
Chrift Tus Lonp, Luke 
ii. 11. 

Lot FROM HEAVEN. 
1 Cor. XV. 47. | 
brit is Tuz Ara 


HEAD ABOVE ALL. 1 OF ALL principal and 
_ Chron. xxix. 11. Col. ii. 10. 


Here, in like faſhion as under the former head, 
Mr. Robinſon is unfortunate in all his inſtances, 
whereby he would maintain Chriſt to be the ſu- 
preme God. For it will be found, that the*ripLzs 
which he aſſigns to Chriſt for this purpoſe; are either 
ſuch as are not ſo peculiar to God as to be incom- 
| — the condition of any creature highly 
by him; or, if they are rirtxs peculiar 

to God, 
to Jeſus 


-- "tad IEEE 
C3 But 


L 22 J 

But what is wanting in argument, is made by 
much too confident allertion ; which will ſu 
place with many: for he ſcru R 
Ee. If they who deſcribed Jeſus Chriſt tothe Jews 

* by theſe facred names and titles, intended to 
« convey an idea of nis nir v, the — 
1 juſt, and the application ſafe : an, the if 
4 2 Wee Won, were 
* of all men the moſt were al 
* a method of EE 
L. — — 
ever they meant, the Jews underſtood them in 
* our ſenſe, and took 
* pHEMER. We ſtone thee, ſaid they, John x. 3g, for 
* BLASPHEMY ; e ng 4 man, MAK EST 
* THYSELF Cob.“ | 

In his a 


| Jeſus to 2 65 Jeus, 


2 of this laſt paſſage from St. 
John's goſpel, our author himſelf miſtakes, and of 


Chriſt. Groſs as the apprehenſions of 
that were, they never entertained an idea, 
that there was any but one Perſon, who was Je- 
hovah, the ſupreme God. It is an extravagance 
chat none ever fell into but chriſtians of the race 
of the heathens, to hold more perſons than one to be 
the ſupreme God, 
Our Saviour's anſwer here, and modeſt vindi- 


faries meant by their aggravated expreſſion of his 
' MAKING HIMSELF Gop, was his aſſuming the cha- 
raGer of the Meſſiah, without what they thought the 


roper credentials for it: though as he tells them 


his miraculous works, proved him to be the 
| Son of God, i. e. the Meſſiah, the Chriſt : for the 


terms are equiyalent; and the Son of God, * 


them. What- 
eſus Chriſt for a As- 


- courſe miſrepreſents the ſentiments of the Jews 


Cation of himſelf, ſhews, that all that his adver- 


* 3 the works of the Father which he did, 


. r N 925 25 > Fra . 


the 


great prop 


for 


ed. This is 


it, 


e 


ham ; 


; but the Chriſt. Ag 


ain, 
aſted him and ſaid to 


Art thou THE 


THE SON OF THE Buessev? | 


HRIST, 


Cu 


to Gop in the Old Teſtament, indicate 


Chriſt alſo to be in like manner Gon. 
ever as before, all is to be taken 
that his texts of 


I 
brings them 


Still how- 
his word : 
which he 
merely with 


; 


2 


ure prove that 


8 : for he contents himſelf 


ripe 


He 
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He, dn brings, Before Abraham was, I an, 
Ihn viii. 58. 

It is a miſtake into which many have fallen, as 
well as Mr. Robinſon, that our Lord here alludes 
to Exad. iii. 14. Thou ſhalt ſay, 1 AM pany a BIA 
and that he > aſſerts himſelf to be Gon, 

yah, the ſelf- exiſtent — But bad. this 
Ctrift's deſign, the evangeliſt, who could — 
ht have ſome 22 of the Greck 
in which he wrote, would not have couched it 4 
ſuch ambiguous as very imperſetily con- 
veyed it, and fo that. in the ſame way of con- 
ſtruQion it might be maintained, that the man 
blind from his oh whom Chrilt healed, was alſo 
the ſupreme God. For this poor beggar's reply 
to thoſe who were making this inquiry about him, 
was; e ries, I Am. Joh IX. 9. And farther, as the 
ſacred hiſtorians of the New Teſtament appcar to 
have been acquainted with, and to have made uſe of, 
the Septuagint verſion of the Old, which had been 
made ſome few hundred years before, the apoltle 
John, if he had ſu id his divine Maſter had 
referred to Exod. ww. 14. would moſt probably 
have expreſſed himſelf in the words of that Greek 


tgapllation, . r. + (4), r. If 


009 Mr. Robinſon however aſſerts the title MBE, 4 
ſe!f-exiſtent Being, to be Seren to Chriſt, in ay Lp of 
his work ; introducing it with very great „ A l 
of which only 1 lay * the reader. * ata 

P. y. % The . it is well known, having loſt the 
* uſe of their pure native Hebrew tongue, had a Greek 
< tranſlation of f > Rible in high repute among them. 
„The New Teſtament writers all quoted ſcripture from this 
«« tranflation. All the Greck churches, to whom St. John 
„ wrote, had no other copy. The tranſlators of the Greek 
% Bible had rendered the incommunicable name, . The 
« Lord ſaid to Moſes, eye yo av, The perſon appearing 
4% to St. John quotes this paflage, and ſays to John, eyw att 
„ 29 0 £p7 0jaebegy*? i. e. { ane, which ts, 


and wwhich WAS, and Which 7s to came. Bu: 


25, 1 
ſelf-exiſtent God: which would have put the mat- 
ter out of all doubt. 5 3 
As it is not therefore — 
reaſons, that Chriſt's anſwer in this place had any 
| reſpeſt to this name, which God gave himſ 
' formerly to Moſes, the words he here makes uſe 
of, I am, cannot be brought as a proof of Chriſt 
| being Cop. What he really intended by them, 
[ he himſelf has furniſhed us with. a key to unfold, 
in the very diſcourſe that he is holding with theſe 
For verſe 24. he ſays; J ye believe not 
au he; ye ſhall die in your fins: and verſe 28. 
When ye ſhall have lifted up the Son of man, then 
fall ye know that I am he. In both theſe inſtances, 
our engliſh tranſlators have held it neceſſary to 
add he to Jam, I am he, i. e. I am the Chriſt, to 
make proper ſenſe of it; plainly ſeeing that the 
holy. Jeſus. intended only to declare that he was 


But it will be evident, that the perſon who ſays this, is not 
Jeſus Chriſt, the perſon who appeared to John; but one 
totally and infinitely different, the Almighty Being himſelf. 
For the apoſtle's ſalutation to the churches of Afia, 
verſes before, thus opens; Grace be unte you and peace, 
bim which is, and which was, and which is to come; 
2 Feſus Chrift, the faithful witneſs, the firſt 


Ti 


born from 
, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Chriſt is 
deſcribed as a man who ſuttered death for 
in conſequence of this, had the honour of 
an immortal life for his conſummate virtue 
God, and exalted above all others of mankind. 
hereby as expreſsly diſtinguiſhed, as words can 
diſtinction, from the eternal God, who is, and who | 
and who is to come, © wn, na © , #a4 © *pxoperc, Who cannot 
die. Therefore in the Sth verſe, it can be none other than 
. . 1 God, who is introduced thus de- 
claring his ing and perfeQtions, ading all time, 
pat, preſent, and to come ; 7 am Hiphe, mad! * 
pinning and the ending, ſaith the Lord; which is, and which 
was, and whiah is to come ; the Almighty, | 


1 


. 


the 
being 
and 
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1 
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tranſgr e cur firſt 


' 


have done, had they not been 
the notion, that Chriſt was the ſupreme God, and 


of the Meſſiah till many ages 
Abraham, he might fay that he was the Meſſiah 


world. See Gen. xxil. 18. And 


3 7 

+ which his c would not admit 

to be notwithſtanding the miraculous proofs 

heh, on acide of his low careard ap- 
arance and condemnation of their worldly am- 

— 2 

Theſe tranſlators, to have been conſiſtent with 


themſelves, ſhould have rendered the ſame phraſe 


here in the ſame way; viz. Before Abraham was, 
1 an he; that is, the Chriſt. And this would 


fed with 


. 

would otherwiſe have perceived, that our 
er reer 
pallages.' And although he was not to fill the office 


after the time of 


before that patriarch was born, Before Abraham 
was, I am he, by reaſon of his deſtination to that 
office by Almighty God, &nown unto whom (Acts 
xv. n 


might have in his 3 
cerning himſelf, delivered immediately after the 


parents, 
(Gen In. 15.) * woman being to bruiſe 


They muſt moreover be great ſtra rangers to the 
ſtile of the ſacred writiags, who have not obſerved, 
that it is n 
things and perſons, intended by Almighty Cod to 
take place and to exiſt, as if already 
being. So (Iſai. xlv. 1.) Thus ſaith the Lon p to 
his anointed, to Cyrus, whom I hold foft by the right 
Land: — prince was then unborn. Thus 
alſo Luke xx. 3 37- ) Moſes colleth the Lon (Jeho- 
Tab) the God of r when 
thoſe patriarchs were dead — 

3 PE 


the ſerpent's head. 


had a 


METS. PUTS 1 — - 4 _ 
ge ec He Ce IE IR AERIE 
; 


EE CT OTE Re I 4 POTTY N 


«nn. being given to Chriſt; when it is a 
point well known to 


CESS 


ing to the vulgar era; was nevertheleſs the M 
the Chriſt, before Abraham was born; 
God had foreordained, that there ſhould be one of 


| buman kind raiſed up to ſuſtain that charafter, at 


ſome future period. 
His next inſtance of the ſame title being given 
to Chriſt, as to God himſelf; is, 
_ T(]Jchovah) em ru 1 (Jeſus) am Tur 
FIRST AND THE LAST. FIRST AND THE LAST. 
Ifai. xliv. 6. Rev. 1. 11. 17. 


| It is a mark of very blameable neglea or igno- | 
rance in Mr. Robinſon to refer his readers to 
Revel. i. 11. as an example of the title of the firſt 


and allowed by (i) the learned, 
that the words, I am alpha and omega, the firſt and 


(4) See Mill and Werfiein. Grieſbach has, to his honour, 
left them out of the text in his late moſt valuable edition of 
the New Teſtament ; where they ought to have no place. 


the 


£8 ] 
the laſt, in the beginning ofthis cleventh verſe, are 
Lay > mo being wanting in all the beſt ma- 
nuſcript copies and antient verſions of the New 
Teſtament ; having been inſerted in later 
times by ſore miſtake of Tranſcribers. 
And although in the 17th verſe of this 
Chriſt undoubtedly calls himſelf, the firſt and the 
2 2 prove Jeſus to be Jehovah, 
the moſt high God ? It 18 not 
it, that Almighty God uſed the fame terms in ſpeak- 
ing concerning himſelf, many ages before, by his 
prophet Iſaiah. Unleſs the — 4 be diſpoſed at 
all events, to take it on truit from Mr. Robinſon, it 
may very naturally be preſumed, and he will eaſily 
2 that God may ſtile himſelf the — 
the laſt in one ſenſe, and ſ eſus be ſo te in ano- 
ther ſenſe, ſo 2s not to give dhe leaſt colour to ſuſ- 


pelt Jeſus to be the moſt high God on this account. 
the fir _ | 


Con, for inſtance, is moſt truly 
laſt, in that he is before all things, and all things ar 
from him, depending upon him, and which will for 
ever depend upon him, for their exiſtence. They 
— 1 antrentd for coen.and ever. 
Chriſt, on the other hand, was the farft. and the laßt, 
in the divine diſpenſation of the g 
whole was appointed to begin with and had thus 
Its from him, and ſhall be carried on to its 
final 
, + ge be made to it 
the powers of this world. That theſe terms, 
the fenſt and the loft, are here to be applied to our 
Lord, in fome ſuch qualified ſenſe as this, is moſt 
apparent from the words immediately — 


viz. I am he that liveth and was dead. And behold 7 
am alive for evermore. i; e. Although I once 
* ſuffered by the hands of unrighteous men, and 


* was put to death; I ſhall now live for ws and 
« 


ufficient evidence of 


I, as the 


by his miniſtry, and according to 


** N ” N 5 


« truth.” Such things as ſuffering, dying, can 
never in any fort be predicated of, or belong to 
the ever bleſſed, eternal God. - 

A third inſtance of the ſame title given to Chriſt 
as to God himſelf, whence our author would 
ſuppoſe and have it inferred, that Chriſt alſo is 
God; is 5 

Febovab your God is + The Lamb is Loans 
Lord or Loks. Deut. or Lokps. Rev. xvit. 
X. 17. 14. 

He might likewiſe have brought to the ſame 
purpoſe, as is ſometimes done ; | 
God is the blefſed and Jeſus, the faithful and 
only Potentate, Rix c or true, is King or x1xGs 
KINGS AND Lord or AND LonD or LORDS, 
L02Ds. 1 Tim. vi. 13. Rev. xix. 11. 16. 
None can deny, for it is obvious to fight, that 
the ſame titles are here given to Chriſt as to God 
himſelf. But then they are not titles fo peculiar 
to God, as not to be aſcribed to his creatures alſo. 
For Nebuchadnezzar is by the prophet ſtiled king 
of kings, but Nebuchadnezzar was not therefore the 
moſt high God ; nor was Chriſt, becauſe of his be- 
ing called King of kings and Lord of lords. Mr. 
Robinſon ſhould have conſidered what is fo fre- 
quently inculcatcd in the Scriptures, that our Sa- 
viour is only Lord and King as appointed by Al- 
mighty God, and therefore as Daniel faid to Ne- 
buchadnezzar (ii. 37.) Thou, o king, art Kine or 
KINGS; for the God of heaven hath given thee @ 
kingdom, power, and firength, and glory: So Chriſt 
is Kine or xINGs and Lozp or Lonps, becauſe 
the God and Father of him and of all, hath made 
and conſtituted him ſuch. Philip ii. 8, 9, 10, 11. 

25 nk 


Tux Hienesr bin- Jobn went before 


RE: 
unqueſtionably 


prepare the ews for his r ; the ſame John 
allo 1 = very cuſtomary, 3 ; 
be ſaid at the ſame time to go before the molt high 
God: becauſe God was in Chriſt, in this ſenſe, in 
that he manifeſted himſclf by him, and ſpoke to 
men by him, as his prophet and - Mr. 
Robinſon by the ſame kind of 
infer that the twelve were eich of them 
God, as well as their Maiter Jeſus, becauſe he told 
_ Matth. x. 40.) He that recerveth you, recerveth 
G 


1 to 


God and to Chriſt, from which is rA, hat 
Chriſt is the ſupreme God, is; 


"The Lars of bofts is Jeſus Chriſt is Lon vo 


Tut Kine OF GLORY. OF GLORY. James 1 ii. 1. 


PI. xxiv. 10. 
paid ſome 


Dur gy Land o gg, lng have | 
attention, glory, , or 
in fo able mane belong 1 km det that ke 


may 


may be aſcribed to his creatures, whom he quali- 
fies for it. Chriſt is Lord of glory, aK 
glory, without all doubt; yet he is not ther 
Loxp and KING OF GLORY as Jehovah, the fu- 
preme God ; „ a Lord and King as 
made and appointed him. _ p 
e to his point, as he ſuppoſes, is; 
I will ſave them by The Saviour born is 
Taz Lon b rnEZIA CoD. Chrift rn Logo. Luke 
Hoſea i. 7. | U. 11. | 
If Mr. Robinſon would have his readers under 
ſtand this paſſage in Hoſea, as if Almighty God, 
the Lord of hofts, had ſaid he would ſave his people 
by another Almighty God beſides himſelf, (as ſome 
concluded Chriſt to be meant: it is ſufficient to 
fay, that fuch conſtruttion is owing to a total igno- 
rance of the idiom of the Hebrew language, fo 
frequently recurring, in repeating the noun, inſtead 
of ſubſtituting the pronoun for it. So we read 
1 Kings viii. 1. Then Solomon aſſembled the elders 
ael, and all the heads of the tribes, the chief of 
athers of the children, unto king Solomon :—not 
ſurely to another king Solomon, but to himſelf. 
In, like manner Pſalm 1. 23. The Almighty Being 
ſays ; Whoſo offereth praiſe, glorifieth me: and to him 
that ordereth his converſation aright will I ſhew the 
| ſalvation of God : not again, the ſalvation of ano- 
; ther God; but my ſalvation. So Gen. xix. 24. 
| The Loxp rained upon Sodom and upon Gomorrah 
brimftone and fire, from the Loxd out of heaven : 
i. e. from himſelf, not from any other Lon p or 
chovah. And St. Paul expreſſes his devout wiſhes 
r his friend, (2 Tim. i. 18.) Txt Lox grant unto 
ham that he may find mercy of Taz Loxo in that day : 
1. e. may find mercy from 1M. 


8 


But 


... .. at 45-2 7 e * 2 
' - 
— } 
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But if our author would have it ſuppoſed, that 
there is ſomething that denotes Chrilt 6 to be the 


ſupreme God, by his being called the Lord, the Sa- 
vibur; he ſhould have recollected, what we have 
fo often mentioned, that in whatever way he is 
Lord, and the ſame might be ſhewn that in what- 
ever way he is the Saviour, it is God who made 


him ſach, and impowered him to fill thoſe cha- 


raters reſpeRtively. 

It next follows ; 

Belſhazzar lifted up The ſecond man is Tax 
himſelf againſttat Load Lon From HEAVEX. 
or nxfaven. Dan. v. 23. 1 Cor. xv. 47. 


" Suppoling the true ſtate of the ſacred text to 
be given, in this quotation from St. Paul, which 


is not fo, there is great inattention to its true 
meaning in contraſting it with the paſſage from 


Daniel, and propoſing them both together as 
of Chriſt being the ſupreme 


furniſhing a proof 
_ God, for having the like title afcribed to him 


as to God; which is however by no means true 
here. For the apoſtle ſays, The firſt man is of 
the earth, earthy, or created out of the duſt : i. e. 


Adam was periſhable, like the materials out of 


which he was framed. But the ſecond man, to 
whom belongs the ſpiritual body he had mentioned 


uſt before, who is Chriſt the Lord, is from heaven, 


of a heavenly or divine fabric and conſtitution. 
But waving this, the learned know, and Mr. Ro- 


binſon ſhould have known, that the term, Lord, in 


this paſſage, has crept in by the miſtake of Tran- 
Icribers, and was not written by St. Paul; whoſe 
words are only, the fecond man is from heaven; 
leaving out Lord. N.B. Luther omitted Lord in 
his German tranſlation of the Bible. Others alſo 
of the Reformers rejected i it, as not being a part of 


r -" — 
1 
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The laſt inſtance alleged, of a ſimilar title given 
to God and to Chriſt, intended to ſhew the latter 
preme God ; 1s ; 


| HEAD ABOVE ALL. I OF ALL principality and 
Chron. xxix. 11. 
$4 The producing together theſe parallel places, 
and marking them fo as to point out their reſem- 
blance to the eye, which is done throughout, and 
which I have copied, does more credit to our au- 
thor's diligence in turning over the ſacred pages, 
than to his diſcernment in furaiſhing the means of 
interpreting what is contained in them. What if 
Chriſt be, as he is undoubtedly ſaid to be, the head 
of all principality and power ? Whatloever ſenſe 
you put upon this deſcription of him, it does not 
therefore follow that he 1s Jehovah, God, exalted 
as head above all. The ſame apoſtle, who thus 
deſcribes Chriſt in this place, when he ſpeaks of 
him in another, (1 Cor. xi. g.) as being the he, of 
every man, declares at the ſame time, leſt there 
ſhould be any miſtake about the origin or extent 
of his power; I would have you know, that THE 
HEAD or Cnaisr 1s GopD. So that however ex- 
alted he is, whatever principality or power Chriſt 
poſſeſſes, there is ox who, in the apoſtle's account, 
is tranſcendently and infinitely above him, and who 
perſons, whatloever. 


S-E C T I O:N Iv. 


Whether the Perfefions which are aſcribed to s Chrift in | 
2＋—— ere the ſame with thoſe 2 to 


Me of Revelation aſcribe the ſame perſeRions 
« to Jeſus Chriſt, which they aſcribe to God.” 


C34 J 

And from certain texts of Scripture, collected and 
together for the purpoſe, but without any 
proof offered, either that they are the incommu- 

nicable perfeRtions of God which are therein de- 
ſcribed ; or, if ſuch, that they are really aſcribed to 
Chriſt : he nevertheleſs ſcruples not to ſay, as was 
above noted, “ that if Jeſus Chriſt be not GodS 
< the are chargeable cither with weakneſs 
* or wickedneſs.” 

To work upon the paſſions of his readers, for 
our author is no where unſkilled in that art, 
he touches beforehand upon © the moſt alarming 
« conlequences that would follow, were the im- 
* perſettions of creatures to be aſcribed to God, 
* or the perfections of God to creatures.—And 
« yet, adds he, notwithſtanding ſo many reaſons 
« for preciſion, Jeſus Chriſt declares, all things, 
 « that the Father hath, are mine; a very dan- 
« gerous poſition, if he were not God.” How 
| is it for a perſon of a ſruitful imagination, 
ready volubility of ſpeech, to give an impoſing 
turn to words, intirely different from their real 
meaning! For our Lord is far from intending 
here all things throughout the wide of 
being; (as our author would have it ſuppoſed,) 
when he ſays (John xvi. 15.) All things the that the 
Father . are mine: but only all the things of 
which he was {| at the time, as every one's 
unbiaſſed reaſon would dictate to him; namely, 
what related to the divine aſſiſtance, which he had 
been promiſing, would be given to his apoſtles after 
His deceaſe and reſtoration to life and aſcenſion to 
heaven: Al theſe things, ſaith he, that the Father 
hath, are mine: i. e. he has promiſed them to me, 
and they wilt be imparted to you. In his prayer 
to the heavenly Father, our Lord uſes: ſimilar 


phraſes ; mine are thine, and thune are mine, not to 
beſpeak 


1811 
beſpeak himſelf equal to the ſupreme Father and 


poſſeſſor of heaven and earth, whom he was hum- 
bly ſupplicating at the time for favour and aſfilt- 
ance; but to denote, with all thankfulnefs, that 
every thing relating to the goſpel diſpenſation and 
ſalvation of mankind, had without reſerve been 
communicated to him. | 
With the ſame deſign, of prepoſſeſſing the reader 
by ſtrong aſſeveration without proof, our author 
goes on to ſay; © The writers of revelation aſcribe 
« to Jeſus Chriſt the ſame perſedions which they 
« aſcribe to God. They attirm ; In Chrift dwelleth 
„ ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD bodily.” 
Col. ii. 9. * 
But before this had been ſo peremptorily aſſert- 
ec, it ſhould have bcen conſidered, that whatever 
perfeQtions are here implied, Chriſt, in our apo- 
fle's account, received them from God, and de- 
pends upon him for them. For a little before, in 
the ſame epiſtle, he had ſaid, Col. i. 19. It pleaſed 
_ the Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell, And 
moreover, the ſame apoſtle prays, Eph. iii. 19. 
that the chriſtian brethren at Epheſus, might be 
filled with all the fulneſ of God. So that the gifts 
or perſections here intended, were in ſome degree 
common to Chriſt with thoſe his firſt followers. 
The phraſe, fulnsfs of the godhead, does not ſig- 
nify all the perfeQtions belonging to the deity ; nor 
is that ſenſe countenanced by any ſimilar language 
throug out the Bible. But all that is intended by 
it, is; that in Chriſt dwell all thoſe excellent gifts 
which were communicated to him from God, and 
were to be beſtowed upon his followers, in that 
firſt age of the goſpel (I). 9 


| S 
) See an admirable note of Peirce's upon the place; 
whoſe interpretation is here followed. 


D 2 Mr. 
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Mr. Robinſon 


employs ſome pains in claſſing 
the ſeveral texts of Scripture, which in his eſtima- 
fion, declare Chriſt to have the 
and therefore to be truly 

labour he 


rfeQtions of God, 
properly God: a 


may well beſtow, for he takes no other ; 


but according to cuſtom, preſumes the reader will 


. 


PazrrzcrIONS aſcribed 
to God. 


PERFECTIONS aſcribed 
to Chriſt. 


ETERNITY. 


Gon i an EVERLAST- 


ine king. Jer. x. 10. 


Inova ſhall reign 
07 EVER AND EVER. 


Exod. xv. 18. 


Thename of THE Cn11.D 
is the EVERLASTING F a- 
THER. Iſai. ix. 6. 
Unto the Son he ſaith, 
THY THRONE, o Cop, 
is for EVER AND EVER. 


Heb. 1. 8, &c. 


OMNIPOTENCE. 


| The name of the Lon vo 
OF HOSTS is the MIGHTY 


Gov. Jer. xxxii. 18. 


J Jzwovan appeared 
551 name of GOD Al- 


MIGHTY. Exod. vi. 2, 3. 
IMMUTAB1LI1ITY. 


J Fehovah cnaxce 
vor. Mal. iii. 6. 


Thou ry Gor ort THE 
SAME, and thy years have 


no end. Pſ. cli. 24. 27. 


The name of Tux cnt. 
is THE MIGHTY Gos. 
Iſai. ix. 6. 

ITE Lord am run 
ALiMicnTyY. Rev. 1. 8. 
11, 12, 13. 18. 


The heavens and the 
earth ſhall be changed: 
but THou (the Son Ant 
THE SAME. Heb. 1. 10. 
12. 

Irsus Cuntsr THE | 
SAME yeſter to-day, 
pur} Bic 2 xiii. 8. 


O MXN I- 
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OMNIPRESENCE., 

Do not I Jzeuovaun Chriſt is he, was 
FILL HEAVEN AND FILLETH ALL IN AK. 
£4RTH ? Jer. xxiii. 24. Eph. i. 20. 3. 

In ALL PLACES where Warts fo or three 
I Jehovah record mv are gathered together in 
NAME, there will I come wy NAME, there am 17 
unto thee and bleſs thee. q in the midft of © 
Exod. xx. 24. / — 


OMNI SCIENCE. | | 
Jebovah is 4 God of We are ſure that then 


knowlege. 1 Sam. ii. 5. (Jeſus) nome all things. 
John xvi. 30. ii. 24, 25. 


_ . . 

I Jenovan SEARCH I Tux Son or Gop, 
THE HEARTS, I TRY THE AM HE, WHICH SEARCH= 
REINS, Jer. xvii. 10, ETH THE REINS AND 

run HEARTS. Rev. ii. 2g. 

We are now to examine this pompous exhibi - 
tion of texts, in their order, to fee how far they 
indicate Chriſt io be poſſeſſed of the divine per- 
| feftions, and therefore to be the molt high God. 

Texts to prove the eternity of Jeſus Chrilt. 

1. Cop is an EVER- Thenameof THE CHILD 
LASTING &ing. Jer.X.10. is the EVERLASTING fa- 
ther. Ih. in. 6. 

One may wonder, that in the year 1782, for 
that is the date of the edition of our author's book 
before us, 2 
vertent to true rendering of this paſſage in 
Iſaiah, as ſtill to give it a ſenſe that reflefts fo 

much diſcredit on a prophet of God ; as if he could 
aſſert that a child, or that any Perſon but one, could 
be the everlaſting Father. The old Greek interpret- 
ers, who lived before and ſoon after our Saviour s 


D 3 time, 


LP 3 
time, and the Vulgate, render it warnig r a 
ve H, pater ſuturi ſeculi, the father of the 
e or the world to come. So it is (m) rendered by 
r. Lowth. His fon, the preſent Biſhop of Lon- 
tow. tranſlates it, the father of the everlaſting age. 
Grotius ; Pater ſeculi, qui multos poſt ſe relicturus 
fit poſteros, et in longum tempus ; 1. c. the father 
of the {chriſtian} age, as who ſhould leave a nu- 
merous and laſting poſterity of believers behind 
him. Munſter; Pater eternitatis, 1. e. ſemper 
gignens novam ſobolem in eccleſia: 1. c. the fa- 
ther of eternity, in this ſenſe, as having a new 


offspring in the church continually born to him. 


In which ſenſe alſo Martin, in his French tranſ- 

lation renders it; le Pere d' G&ernits. 

I TI hope, for the fake of truth and decency, that 

we ſhall hear no more of a child, the child Jeſus 
being zbe everlaſting Father ; and that ſuch ob- 
' noxious language will in time be removed out of 
our Bibles. | 

2. Jenovanſballreign Unto the Sox be ſaith, 


EVER AND EVER. THY THRONE © Gop, is 


Exod. xv. 18. 


for EVER AND EVER, 
1 | Heb. i. 8. &c. 

If the words of the apoſtle to the Hebrews are 
to be thus tranſlated, Mr. Robinſon in juſtice to 
his readers ſhould have apprized them, that al- 
though Chriſt be ſtiled God, he is at the ſame 


() The Septuagint render the words, warre j4:hhorres 
* aver, the father of the world to come; aud the vulgar 
«« words admit of, I can't but have a particular regard for 
«« it, becauſe I am perſuaded it is from the authority of this 
text, that the ſtate of the goſpel, or the kingdom of the 
% Meſſiah is called in the 
14% eee ee, the world to come. See Matth. xii. 32. 
* Hebr. ü. 5. vi. 5. Loth, on Ifai. ix. 6. 


* 
time 


w Teſtament by the title of 


Gov, bath anointed thee with the oil of 


[ 839 J 
time declared to have a God over him and above 
him, who made him what he 1s: for it follows 


immediately after, in the ſame addreſs fill con- 


ſeeptre of thy kingdom: Thou baſt loved righteouſ- 


neſs and bated iniquity ; therefore Gov, even Tay 
— 
ſuperior 


But the better reading and tranſlation of the 
words, which they equally admit, is; To tbe Son 
be ſaith, Gov is thy throne ſor ever and ever; i. e. 


above thy fellows ; i. e. hath conferred 


| honour and felicity upon thee. 


God is the eſtabliſher of thy throne ; thy ſupport. 


See Peirce upon the place. Whatever therefore 
is here ſaid of Chriſt, is very conſiſtent with his 
having a beginning of exiſtence like all the other 
creatures of God; is far from implying, that he 
is the eternal God, as our author would make 
him. | | 
Texts to prove the omnipotence of Jeſus Chriſt. 
1. The name of the Thenameof THECHI1LD 
Lord or HOSTS, is tbe is THE. MIGHTY Cop. 
x1caTyGo. Jer. xxxii. Iſai. ix. 6. 
18. LE 
Bp. Lowth, no leſs than our author, appears to 
me wholly unjuſtifiable in tranſlating this paſſage 
in Iſaiah, tbe mighty Ged; and letting it paſs, as 
if the moſt high God was intended by it; without 
giving any notice of the different verſions and 
readings of the place, ancient and modern; which 
may aſſure any one, that the preſent reading in 
our Bibles is not to be upon. I thall 
barely tranſcribe ſome. of them, as they lie beſore 
me in Calmet; who, by the way is very angry with 
the antient Interpreters for leaving the word, God, 
out of their tranſlations. Aquila renders it: His 


—— ta counſellor, the 
D 4 — 


frong, 


[ 4 ] 

frong, the mighty, the father of the age. Symma- 
: His name ſpall 2 
4 — the rung, the mighty, the father of 
the age. Theodotion: And be called bis name, 


father of the age. The Vulgate has it: W/onderful, 
God, powerful, the father of the age. The Ro- 
man edition of the Vatican has alſo : His name 
fſoall be called the angel or meſſenger of the great 
counſel : for I will mate peace and bealth to come 
upon bis princes. Le Clerc follows the antients, and 
tranſlates the word A or El, potverſul, and not God. 
Martin underſtood it fo, in his French tranſlation, 
but added the word G od, as he thonght, to make 


out the ſenſe, © le ¶ Dicu) ſort ct puiflam.” Vata- 


ble, the learned French proſeſſor renders it, heros 
fortis, as Martin Luther is ſaid to have done in 
his German tranſlation of the Bible, viz. tbe 
mighty bero, or prince. I would hope again, as 
I. expreſſed myſelf upon another ill interpreted 
part of this verſe of the prophet Iſaiah, that the 
common unlearned chriſtian will not much lon 
continue to be impoſed upon by high authority, 
as if @ cup could be THE micnty Gop, THE 
EVERLASTING FATHER, the infinite eternal Being. 
2. 1 ]znovanappear- ITE Loxd am nE 
ed by the name ef COD Aluichrr Rev. i. 8. 
ALuicuty. Exod. vi. 11, 12, 13. 18. 

a 

1 will readily be „ that there is not 
— for our author to aſſert Chriſt to be 
— God, by ſtating juſtly and at length 
the whole of the 
it; which is as follows: 

Ver. 8. J am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, ſaith the Lord, which is, and 
own was, and wbich i 7s to come, the Almighty. 
| 11. Say- 


, counſellor; the ſtrong, the mighty, the 


pallage to which he appeals for 


4 
] 
4 
| 


4 9c rr 


ſcribed ver. 8, are not the words 
writer, as was above noted. A oth 


tg: 3 


11. Saying, 1 am Alpha and Omega, the firſt 
and the laſt, &c. 

12, 13. And I turned to ſee the voice that ſpake 
with me. And being turned, 1 ſaw ſeven golden 
candlefticks ; and in the midſt of the candleflicks, 
one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment 
down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a 
golden girdle. 

18. Jam be that liveth, and was dead; and be- 
bold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and bave the 
keys of bell and of death. 

The 8th verſe here contains evidently a \ deſcrip- 
tion of God, the one ſupreme almighty Governor 
of all things, who is ever the ſame, unchangeable, 


and able to accompliſh his purpoſes throughout 


all time. But the part of the eleventh — Fi 
am Alpba and Omega, the firſt and the laſt) which 
Mr. Robinſon preſumes to be deſcriptive of Chriſt, 
and to indicate him 60 be the Almigh 4 


18th verſes, they ſpeak of Chriſt expreſsly as a 
human being, and point at his ſuffering death in 


the cauſe of God, and being on that account raiſed 
to life, never to die more, with a power alſo of 
conferring a bleſſed immortality on his true diſ- 

ci 


©; Texts to prove Chriſt to be the unchangeable 
1. I Jebovab cnanGE The heavens and the 


Nor. Mal. iii. 6. earth ſhall be changed: 


but rnou (the Son) axe 
 _THESAME. Heb.1. 10.12. 


| Albough Mr. Robinſon here inſerts the words 


{the Son] in a parentheſis, to aſcertain that this 


addreſs is made to the Son, he is very unfortunate 


in it ; for it is God, and not Chriſt, to whom the 
words 


(42 J 
words are applied, as was thus many fince 
 ſhewn by an 1 writer, and ſkilful interpreter of 

2 
« Here we may obſerve (ſays Mr. Emlyn, vol. 
ii. p. 340, 341.) that the tenth verſe, And thou, 
Lord, &c. {though it is a new citation) 1s not pre- 
faced with, And to the Son be ſaith, as ver. 8; or 
with an Again, as ver. 5, 6. and fo it. 13 ; but 
barely, Aud thou, Lord. Now the God laſt men- 
tioned was Chriſt's God, who had anointed him ; 
and the author thereupon addreſſing himſelf to this 
God, breaks out into the celebration of his power, 
and eſpecially his anchangeable duration; which 
he dwells upon, as what he principally cites the 
text for, in order, I conceive, to prove the ſta- 
bility of the Son's kingdom before ſpoken of. 
Thy throne, O God, is (or God is thy throne) for 
ever and ever: God, thy God, has anointed thee : 
and thou, Lord, i. e. thou who haſt promiſed him 
ſuch a throne ; art be wwho laidfs the foundation of 
robe earth, and by thy bands made the beavens, 
which though of long and permanent duration, 
yet will at length periſh ; but thou remaineſt ; thou 
art the ſame, and thy years ſhall not fail. So that 
it ſeems to be a declaration of God's iduurA- 
B11.1TY made here, to aſcertain the durableneſs of 
Chriſt's kingdom before-mentioned : and the ra- 
ther fo, becauſe this paſſage had been uſed ori- 
ginally for the ſame purpoſe in the CIId Palm, 
viz. to infer thence this concluſion in the laſt 
verle ; the children of thy ſervants ſhall continue, 
and their feed ſhall be eftabliſhed before thee. In 
like manner it here proves, the Sox's throne ſhould 
be eſtabliſhed for ever and ever by the ſame argu- 
ment, viz. by God's immutability; and fo was 
very pertinently alleged of God, without being 
applied to the Son; — - 

* 
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who had anointed him, was to make good and 
maintain what he had granted him, viz. a durable 
kingdom for ever.” He then goes on to ſhew, 
that theſe words were ſo underſtood by the early 
chriſtian writers, lrenæus and Tertullian; and 
that no one antient writer ever applied them to 
Chriſt during the three firſt centuries ; and that 
Dr. Wateriand does not pretend that they were 

ever ſo applied till the fourth or fifth. | 
2. Thou, wy Gon, art Jisvs Cunisr, rng 
THE SAME, and thy years SAME yeſterday, to-day, 
have no end. Pal. cii. and for ever. Heb. xiii. 8. 
24. 27. 
Ii text Heb. xiii. 8. from which Mr. Robin- 
ſon would have us conclude, that Chriſt is the un- 
changeable God, ſpoken of by the Pſalmiſt, is 
much beſide his purpoſe ; as it relates not to 
Chriſt himſelf, but to his doftrine, which is often 
ſo called. Thus Eph. iv. 20. ye have not ſo learned 
Chriſt, i. e. the chriſtian dottrine, Phil. iv. 1g. 
I can do all things through Chriſt who frengtheneth 
me; i. e. through the teachings of Chriſt. Eph. 
uw. 17. that Chriſt may dwell in your hearts by 
faith; 1. e. the doctrine of Chriſt. And taking 
in the preceding verſe, and the connection of the 
diſcourſe, it will be evident, that the Apoſtle is 
here ſpeaking of the doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt, not 
of his perſon. Remember them which have the rule 
over you, who bave ſpoken unto you the word of 
Cod = wheſe faith follow, conſidering the end of 
their converſation : Jeſus Chrift, the ſame yeſterday, 

to-day, and for ever. Be not- carried about with 
diverſe and ſfirange doctrines. For there would 
| © be no force in the argument, to ſay ; Imitate 

< your paſtors, becauſe the Perſon of Chriſt is al- 
ways the. ſame. But the other way, it is a clear 
n « and 


[44] 
and very good argument. Adbere to the faith 
« of the apoſtles who firſt inſtructed you, and be not 
1 cerricd about with à variety of new duFrines 2 
&« For the doctrine of Chriſt is always one aud the 


« ſame, and cannot be changed by men.” Dr. 


Clarke's Reply to the Objetlions of Mr. Nelſon, 


p. 169. | * x 
Texts to prove Chriſt to be the omnipreſent 
God. 1 5 
1. Do not I Irn Chrift is he wno p11.- 


111i. HEAVEN AND LETHALLIN ALL. Eph. 


EARTH? Jer. xxiii. 24. 1. 20. 23. 


A common reader, who ſubmits to our author's 


gment, will imagine from theſe wo paſſages 
comparcd together, that he has made out his point, 
and that Chriſt is God, preſent every where. 
But he greatly deceived himſelf, and miſleads 
others, by putting together paſſages that appear to 
the eye to agree, without conſidering their rea) 
meaning and difterence. For that which is here 
ſpoken of Chriſt filing all in all, or * filling all 


things with all things,” has not the leaſt reference 


to his being God, or being omnipreſent as God. 
For going back to verſe 17. we find, that it is, 
the God of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, the Father of 
glory, from whom he received this power, what- 
ever it be. Ver. 22, 23. He, i. e. Chriſt's God, 


bath put all things under bis feet, and gave bim to 
be bead over all things to the church, which is bis 


body, the fuinejs of him that filleth all in all. 

The fulze/s then here ſpoken of evidently re- 
lates to the church, which 1s Riled the fulneſs of 
Chriſt, conſidered as the head of a body, which 


conſiſts of divers members, all together conſtituting 
a perſett body. Chriſtians therefore in general, 
compoſed of Jews and Gentiles, were the fulnels 

of 


* CE 


inhabit, dwell among them 


bee. 


145 ] 
of Chriſt, by which be was compleated ; and he 
filled all things with all things, by imparting to the 
members of his church all thoſe ſpiritual and di- 
vine bleſſings of which they partook, and which 
were derived from him as their head, and which 
he received from God : for (as our apoſtle ſpeaks 


in a parallel paſſage, Coloff. ii. 19.) it pleaſed the 


Father that in bim ſhould all fulneſs dwell: or, as 
the original Greek is better tranſlated by Caſtellio 
and Peirce, it pleaſed the Father to mbabit all ful- 


neſs by Chrift : 1. e. God appointed him to be the 


head of the church, that he might in or by him, 


n communicating 
his extraordinary gifts and Hy tha to them; as 
our apoſtle elſewhere expreſſes it (Eph. ii. 22.) 
in or by whom, (i. e. Chriſt,) you alſo are builded 
together for an habitation of God, through the 
917i. F; 

—_ In ALL PLaces IWhere two or thre: 
where I Jebovab record are gathered together in 
MY NAME, there will 1 Mu namt, there am 1 
come unto thee and bleſs ¶ Jeſus) in the midi of 
XX. 24. them. Matth. xvin. 20. 

If Mr. Robinſon had paid due attention to our 
Lord's words in this place, he would have ſcen, 
that are very far from implying him, either 
to be God or * be 322 For 
Chriſt is not ſpeak ing of chriſtians in general, at 
all times, when joining together in the worſhip of 


God, as his diſciples; but only of a particular 


rare caſe of his apoſtles, in that firſt age of his 
religion, when miraculous powers were afforded, 


and their prayers and requeſts for particular things 


immediately anſwered. This is evident from thepre- 
ceding verſe, where Chriſt addreſſes himſelf imme- 
diately to his apoſtles, and confines what he ſays to 


1 

1 
; 

4 

1 

1 
1 
4 
| 
= 

= . 
; 

| 
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1 


_ of you ſball agree 
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them only. Ver. 19. 7 ſay unte vou, that if two 
on earth as touching any thing that 
they ſhall aſt, it hall be done for them of my Father 
which is in beaven. Here it is to be obſerved, 
that it is to God, the Father, that Chriſt direQs 
them to offer up their prayer, and not to himſelf. 
And to ſtrengthen their confidence of their requeſts 
being granted on ſuch eſpecial extraordinary oc- 
caſions, he ſubjoins; for where two or three are 
gathered together in my name, there am I in the midſt 
of them, or among them. Not that he was to be 
perſonally preſent with them, when they were thus 
allembled for prayer to God: but he ſhould be 
with them, by that extraordinary divine power 
which would be vouchſaſed to them, when thus 
aſſembled in his name. In other places we find 


him expreſſing himſelf in the ſame manner, as if 


he himſelf was to be in perſon with his diſciples, 
when all he intended by it was, that he ſhould fo 
far be with them by the extraordi divine al- 


ſiſtance that would be granted them, that it would 
intirely ſupply his place, and be the ſame to them 


for their direction and aſſiſtance, as if he were 
1 go and prepare à place for you, I will come again 


end receive you unto myſelf. —1 will nut leave you 


orphans : I will come to you (o). In theſe paſſages, 
Chrilt ſpeaks of the gifts of the holy Spirit, which 
after his reſurrettion he promiſes to his diſciples, 


and which would as effectually ſupply his place, 


and help them, as if he himſelf were to be again 
actually preſent with them. 


le) See Commentaries and Eſſays of the Society for x 
moting Scriptural Enowlege, No. 1. w_ 


Texts 


aQtually preſent. Thus John xiv. g. 18. And when 


— 


[ 9 ] 
Tees to prove the omniſcience of Jeſus Chriſt. 
ab is a God Ie are ſure that thou 
7 1. 1 Sam. ( Jeſus) knowwef all things. 
ü. 5. John xiv. 30. But Je- 
ſus did not commit himſelf 
wnts them,becauſebe knew 
all men ; and needed not 
that amy 17 teſtify of 
man: for be kn:w what 
was in man. ii. 24, 25. 
Peter was grieved, he- 
cauſe be ſaid unto him the 
third time, loveſt thou me? 
And be ſaid unto bin, 
Lord, thou knowefs all 
thing; thou knoweft tha! 

love thee. xxi. 17. 
There can be little doubt but that all, who judge 
from what appears to the eye, and not from what 
is really intended by the words they read in a book, 


will be impoſed upon, as our 2wthor is, by this 
heap of texts; that Chriſt is all-knowing as God. 
But with thoſe who will make the leaſt uſe of their 
own underſtandings, the veil will ſoon be with- 
drawn, and they will ſee that infinite wiſdom and 
| Knowlege belongeth only to God, and a limited 
degree of it, more or leſs, according to his good 
| pleaſure, belongeth to Chriſt, or any the mot 
exalted of his creatures. 
In the firſt inſtance, if Mr. Robinſon had only 
taken the trouble to look to the end of the verſe 
he quotes; or had produced the whole of it before 
his readers; both be and they muſt have been Ea. 
- fible of his great miſtake, in alleging it for ſuch a 
pu Our Lord ſeems to have removed ſome 
es em 


ſomething 


Ferplexity 
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their divine Maſter 


[ 48 J 


ſomething not mentioned to us, before they had 


their doubts to him, and when 
he could not by any merely human 
power have known the ſtate of, their minds at the 
time; they ſay to him, (John xvi. 30.) Now we 
are ſure, that thou knoweſt all things, and needeſt not 
that any man ſhould aft thee: by this we believe that 
forth from Cod. It is evident, that 
ell things, his diſ- 
not mean his poſſeſſing all pollible know- 
, fuch as belongs to the all-comprehenfive 
God ; but merely the ſecret knowlege 
juſt been ſhewing, of what related to them- 
„ of their doubts and difficulties; and ſuch 
to him as a divine meſſenger and 
- This is confirmed by their far- 
85 what our author omitted ; by ibis we 
_ forth from Ged—not, by this 
hou art God, or that thou art all- 


17 


Knowing as God, (ſuch a thought never entered 


* could be ſuggeſted by the 


that thou cane forth from God, 
thou haſt ſuch extraordinary knowlege and 


| communications from God, as fully convince us, 


that thou art the Chriſt. 
That, coming from God, and coming forth from 


God, was well underſtood by the Jews, as ſigniſy- 
* or nothing more than being a prophet of God, 


that bo > Bra of Nicodemus 
5 Jeſus, — by this evangeliſt. (John i iii. 2.) 


T * ſame came to Feſus by —4 and ſaid unto bim, 


God: 


for no man can do theſe miracles that thou 


deft, 322 God be with him. Obſerve, that this 
ruler believed Jeſus to come from 


God, EET 


he was not yet con- 


vinced, that he was their great promilcd prophet, 
Our 


the Chriſt, the Meſſiah. 


Rabbi, we know that thou art a teacher come from 


of. 
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fo me in heaven and in earth : but by what 
Kagel ediately follows in the next verſes, it appears, 
that he intended only that ſuch an extraprdinary 
divine was beſtowed on him by Almighty 


God, 2s would be ſufficient 3 
with effect, and give it n Ne 8 


different nations. 4d the apoſtle John ny 

ſome fincere . chriſtians in thoſe days, who L 

extraardinary divine gifts 1 o 

(i John ii. 20.) Te have as un ien from the boy 
and ye Roy ny 4 75 


| E. hole then of th the hace nflanes pro produced 
by | our author. under this head, of Chrift being 
ommiſcient, and therefore Cad; amount only to 
this : that he had an extraordinary divine 3a] 
lege communicated to him, ſuch as was {i 
| for the df bs es frm Ga. lo 


enable _ to (g) finiſh his important work, which 
was committed to him. 


) That moſt induſtrions and uſefol commentator, Dr. 
2 d il John ii. 19. 8 * 
| n is © re particularly 
Jeſus, <vho came in the lb. was the Ch Ly ng 
av. 3. 2 John 7.) I take them to have been 1 * 
of the Docetz, who held chat Chriſt only ſeemed ro have fleſs, 


37 


wo 14 lorified thee on the earth : I have finiſped the 
work avhich thou gaveſt me te do. John AVI. 4. 


L s 1 
2. L. Irn AU, AAnen . TRE Son or Gon, 
THE HEART, | TRY THE AM HE, WHICH $EARCH=, 
Kttus. Jer. xvii. 10. Ern THE, REINS AND, 
O Irn, ; THOU, HEARTS. Rev. 1 ll. 23. 
even THOU ON LY, Roto - 
off the bearts of all the 


children of men. 1 Kings 


vii. 39. 

In brin ing theſe words of Rev. il. 23. 
Jefus Chri to be Jehovah, the omni font Cod, 
Mr. Robinſo forgets, that in the beginning of the 
book, it is declared to be, The Revelation of Jeſus 
Chrif, waics Gov cave vito Au, 1 fhew 


unto bis ſervants things which muſt ſbortly. come 10 
to -+ 


puſs. This therefore limiis ee r 

particular things and ſubj 

and forbids us to cbnſi * Clit in the aſt dr. 
gree, or in the molt" Ailtant manner, as being h. 
Searcher of hearts, To as to be all-knowin as Tod 
himſelf, from whom he received the reve of 
theſe things, of which he' was before ignorant. 
When therefore our Lord here ſays, I am be, 
which ſearcheth the reins and bearts ; he is neceſſa- 
rily and of courſe to be undefftood, as ſpeak- 
ing of that vaſt knowlege which he had received 
from God, in being made acquainted with the 
inward hearts and moſt concealed principles of 
ation of ſome falſe and wicked teachers it thoſe. 
early times of the goſpel, whom he | actizes 
under the name of Jezebel, who Iſrael 
with her lewd and idolatrous practices. 

Mr. Robinſon thus concludes this diviſion of 


his book. Whatever other excellencies we can 
* conceive in the divine * 1 <2 


I 11 
| Whether any of the excellncie in the divine n- 
ture are aſcribed to Chriſt ;' and whether What is 
en of Chriſt in this ago mp Rang 
of David to t 
ed # little before that prince's 


will be ſeen 


by placing them in our author's manner, over- 


againſt each other. 5 
Bleſſed be thou, O Je- Warthy is the Lamb 
bovab, God of Jrael aur 8982 
father, for ever and ever. _ power and 

bine, O Jeboveb, is the . wiſdom, and ftrength, 
greatneſs, and the power, and bonour, 2 
and the glory, and the end blefſing. Sg, and 
 vitfory, and the majeſty: boxour, and glory, and 
for all that is in the bea- 
ven, and in the earth, is 
hive. Thine is the kr 
dom, O Tebovab; and ever. l 
tben art exalted as bead 

above all. Both riches 

and honour come of thee, 

and thou reigneſt over all; 
and in thine band is 
power and might ; and 
in thine band it is to make 
great, aud to give ſtrengtb 
unto all. Now therefore, 

our tur thank thee, 

end praiſe thy glorious 

name. 1 Chron. xxix. 

10—1g. 

Does now the gſcribing bleſſing, and bonour, and 
| power 10 the Lamb, iq the ingateat Joins, I in any 
. degree reſemble that fublime language: Thine, O 
Jebpvab, is the greatneſs, and the power, and the . 


gle): for al tht is in he beaver, and in the. 


tar 


Almight Being, utter- 


power be unto bim that 
pn the throne, 
and unto the Lamb fur 


formed that king 


L* 1 1 
T2 ei hap 
| Is not the Lamb that war ſlain, he who died 
ſo nobly in the cauſe of the divine truth upon the 
croſs, as diſtin as poſſible, and at an-infinite diſ- 
tance, from him that fitteth upon the throne ; from 
God that cannot die; who a little before is deſcribed, 
as be that liveth for ever and ever? And what if 
this holy and exalted ſufferer be clafſed wgether 
with jehovah, the moſt high God, in having blefi- 
ing, and honour, and glory given to him at the 
ſame time? This does not take him out of his 
creature · like tate, or equaliize him to God, any 
more than king David being in like manner rank- 
ed and worſhiped together with Jehovah, tranſ- 
into the moſt High God. Ant 
how could this author take upon him to ſay, of 


| this worſhiping of the Lamb, Jeſus, together with 


him that ſat upon the throne, that it is called wor- 


ſbiping bim that liveth for ever and ever, on ac- 


count of it being immediately added, ,ver. 14, 
Aud the four and twenty elders fell down, and wor- 
fſhiped him that li veth fur ever and ever ? If he had 
uſed the leaſt reflection, he maſt have perceived, 


chat this language, and the pronoun him denoting 


neceſſarily one ſingle perſon, could fefer only to 
bim that ſat upon the throne, as the only perſon 
| The real ſtate of the caſe however is, of which 
this writer ought to have taken notice; that the 
words, bim that liveth for ever and ever, are not 


in the original as it came from the ſacred penman ; 
but have been added in later times, from ch. iv. 


10. either by miſtake, or by the officious ill. judg· 
ed zeal of fome tranſcriber. Upon this Matter, 
Mill, Wetſtein, and Bengelius, will ſatisfy the 
reader who can conſult them. The- refleQtion 

dd ———— which 


:  ] 
which the Jatter makes theſe words that have 
a= in, , is; = that tis even an af der 

out ſuch patch- work, without any foru- 
* « Talia additamenta, depoſito timore, 


* IS. p . 


o 


Fa» * 
4 


+: 3 . 


3 C % v. 


i 


Ari, are the ſame with theſe that are aſcribed 
to JEpovans the Supreme. C ey 1 


1X his. next diviſion, Mr. e maintains 
| Jefus Chriſt to be the God, on accoun 
Of the fame wonks being aſcribed to bim as 10 


God ; and after terrifying his reader, —— 


cuſtom, with the 4a 
the injuſtice dine te God, by a flip here; — 
wich faying, that “nothing can account for the 
* donduſt of the 
« what they advance in this reſpeR, ex except in 
_ 2 Gen Jeſus and Jchovah be the ſame.” 
But here again, he © ly. produces certain por- 
tions of Scripture, which muſt be taken upon his 
bare word, to be ſuch as really aſcribe to Chriſt, the 
works that are peculiar and appropriated to God: 
for he gives himſelf no trouble to aſcertain their 
true meaning, or to ſhew that they are at all ap- 
Plicable to his pu 
and ſuperficially formed his own judgment, his 
hole manner and language is calculated to pre- 


vent and lay aſleep all farther inquiry in others. 
He begins ; 


© T8CREATION a work of God? By Feſus Chriſt 
© were all things CREATED, that are in heaven, 


© or that are in earth, visible and invifible, whe- 
« ther they be * or ** or principali- 


© fies, 


4 


Finn which are. aſcribed to. Frſus 


writers of the new Teſtament in 


purpoſe. And having ſo haſtily 


Cod, who 


LY. 


rs; gn 
Colo | 
Wy gh OP aſcribe 


the viſible world and all things in 
is plain from theſe following. 


1. Alt the dither Wetles are ited as 
joining, f Chrift's reſurrection and aſcen- | 
ſion into heaven, in the following ſolemn 
to God; (A 


iv. 24.) (7) O Loxp, boy art the 
made beaven, and earth, — 


ſea, and l The language 
4 2 decifive : 575 ART tbe God 15 
HAS aks ngle only to 
God aud n the 
ths 7 pry 1 y 
4 is VE er 
c xp "2d by e exclu 
. of all 48 ny 27. 
2 of 4 21 "horh Heroff and Pontins Pilate, 
with the Geitiles and the people of Tract, were ga- 
thered together againſt : = rea (5) Jeſus, 
whom thou baft anoint gain, 
grant, that figns and — wig ir Be * the 


a ver. 


| n n e 


L 56. J 
4. St. Paul himſelf alſo, who in the paſſage be- 


fore us, Col. i. 16, is inconſiderately 
bo afſert e Chriſto be the cremor of the uni- 
verſe, does elſewhere aſſert the dire contrary 


dofrine ; and marks out and diſtinguiſhes Chriſt 


from God, the Maker of the world, in ſuch a way 
as ſhews that be had not the leaſt idea of any 
thing of the kind belonging to Chriſt. For ſpeak- 
ing before a moſt learned and cultivated audience 
at Athens, many of them philoſophers by proſeſ- 
ſion, he aſſerted in the moſt expreſs manner; that 
the Being that made the 3 the firſt canle 
of all was one ſingle Perſon, and that Jeſus 
Chriſt was as different a perſon as poſſible; as dif- 
ferent as the creature from its creator, the ſon 
fram his facher, the ferrans from his iaſtr. Gop 


ai 2 Ts de 31. 
| . all the other 
and after them, St. Paul; declaring 
and as ſuch, the Creator of all 


— —— yhñ—U 2 


us Chriſt. And the Scriptures cannot con- 


preſumed 


God to be 
one ſingle 
thing and this alſo declared, at the ſame time, in 


Having thus charaRterized Chriſt as the head at 
Fn. the apoſtle proceeds to 
; ver. 16. For by him were 


fible an drvifible, whether they be 
41 or , or nn, of a 3 
all things were created by hint, end for him | 
Very able and impartial interpreters of the New 
Teſtament, of very different ſentiments concern- 
— the perfon'of Chriſt, have ſeen _ that St. 
tms To i la not as if 
te e r of heavenly world, and of the 
whote univerſe, were affected by fpel, and 
underwert a very — change tom 4 but 
that u i thettly Hngiiage which he (u) botrous 
from the p W r his comitrymen about 
the different ordert of 2 in the unſeen world, 
thoif Rades And powers, thereby to ſet off and 
is 400 Sit he in che erbete 
Hilo Colt, writit 
i e of great events in terms of No + 
their ancient Moth, eſpeciaffy the account of the 
citation by Moles. | 
—- from aff theſe citcitniftances laid together, 
tive reader wilt perceive, that what the 
Apr” by this grand imagery, was, that 
hd, of whom aldne he had been treating 
4 1 d 1 inaividudls, And the different ates s an 


G9) — in locum, Zanchivs mY a 


” 


.w 


a new 


— fork as eculd ma. be adifed by 
| the apoſtie, 1o-crown a charabter which had before 
deen denominated by 2 
eternal author of the: unaverie. | 
Tam:fenkitle chat many perſons will have gra 
— — who have 
been always accuſtomed to annex the 
of things out of nothing by a divine power, to the 
word creation g and have been led from thay to 


ä jen Chet as eve Sernautite® with Gs 
creator. ot all things. 


It will be-difficult alſo for ſome 10 reconcile 
themſelves: ww St. Paul's literal. of 
the vidite univare of Beings as cremad by Cheil, 
when all he intended by ſach 


guage, was only to e © more gra a fans 
goſpel itſelf. 


den of the 


But a proper acquaintance with and underſtand- 


of the: prophets of the Old Teſtament, and 
— who nely make uſe of images 


l 


That 1411 I a: 
i 1 1 
11117 teh. 41 
i 12141 
12 FEM TEM, 
e e 
I, 111 10 1111 IE 5 
i hte: Moth Has 


mij 1 8 jg 25 * (431 

to 33 * 

1. 115 m 

Hl 1 1 IN: if 
1111 [Fs Bis Oh 
Mia 111 Mate Th 1134-117 27 


p ancient I any 


- 


r e g 


ings of een the glory that Þ 


[ fg ] 

Mr. Ae ee on in che ſame cancile, deci- 
five e manner; Is THE MISFIQN OF THE PROPHETS A 
WORK OF Gov? Jeſus Chriſt is THE LO Gon os 


THE HOLY PROPHETS 3 it was THR SPIRLT OS 


Canis f which teſtified to them. r 


It will ai 


wn kick author here aſſerts 1 
Chrilt to be (he Lord God of the 


IESTIFIEDST 8 againſt and 
them BY THY SPIRIT IN Goo os THE YOLY. ano · 
THE PROPHETS; vet rns ſent bis, angel to 
they not give ear: there- ſhew unte bus ſeruants the 
fore gend thes them u, things which af 

te bed of the peut of 1 a * 
the lands. N ſehemiah IX. Jesus navt sur 
3 MINE ANGEL TO. TES= 
ae ir v unto you theſe things 
in the churches, Reva. 

Xxxii. 6. 16, 

' Scarching what or what 


11 1 07 which mes 


in them egit whe 
af TESTISLED 


the fa of Che 
| "48 
«nd ts 612 17 Z 


, 


'g 


a? 


72S 
5 


f 

ie 

| 
: 
F 
I 


27 


our author ſhould have 


: 


4 


: 


may have been ſaid to 


E 


: 
4 


5 
f 
= 


qui facit per alium, facit per 
ſe, viz; he that docs a thing by another, does it 


pay no attention to it. It is inly ſo far from 
proving Jeſus to be the Lord God of the holy pro- 


be at the time one of thoſe þ 
God, under a fpecial commi 


and ſervants of 


_ mighty God, in giving a commiſſion to Chriſt to 
on that account; ſince, accord- 


as he would make him; that it ſhews him to 


e 


Shets, was not any energy or power exerted by 


1 ] 
language, viz. that the Lord God !eftified againſt lis 
people by his ſpirit in the prophets, and becauſe the 
apoſtle Peter in like manner ſays, that the ſpirit of 
Chriſt whick was in the prophets teſtified beforehand 
bis fern he thence would have it inferred that 
Chriſt is the God that inſpired thoſe antient pro- 
phets ; imagining the ſpirit of Chriſt which was in 
the prophets, to be Chriſt himſelf, or ſome power 
coming or derived from him. 

- - But had he paid the leaſt attention to the apo- 
file's explanation of his meaning, he would have 
ſeen his own miſtake. For what St. Peter 


The ſpirit of Chrif then, whick was in the pro- 


and power of God hi 
And it is called the fpirit of Chrift, becauſe Chrilt 


vas the objet about which it was exerciſed, in 
prediQting the things concerning him; in the ſame 


way as it is called the ſpirit of truth, John xiv. 17. 
becauſe it was to and prove E 
— trines 


J 6 ] 
trines delivered by the apoſtles were true, i. e. 
from God, of divine authority. 
Another inſtance by our author of ſuch 
works aſcribed to Chriſt a» prove kim: to be God, 
is thus put by hirn. 

* Is the sALl vartox of Gnners a work of God ? 
Chrift is Tux Saviour of tbe world. iv. 42. 
—THE AUTHOR Of eternal ſalvation to all them 
that obey bim. Hebr. v. g. 
— When once the imagination is forcibly impreſſed 
with a particular idea, a man will often believe 
he fees ſtrange which no mortal but himſelf 
can perceive. is muſt be our author's excuſe 
for adding to his catalogue, ſuch proofs of Chriſt 
being the moſt high God, as he here 
What if he be called (obs iv. 42.) by a woman 
of Samaria, the Sa viaur of the world? She cer- 
tainly ſuppoſed him to anſwer that character, though 
ſhe looked upon him in no higher light than that 
of the Meſſiah, the great promiſed: prophet of God. 
Nor from his being ſo called, is there any 
to think: kim any other. For gh God is alſo 
our Saviour, this may be very conſiſtent with 
Chriſt being ſo called, without lifl ing him up above 
the condition of a creature. This Mr. Robinſon 
would have diſcerned, if he could have conſidered 
thoſe. Scriptures without prejudice, which teach 
that Gon is our Saviour, as he formed the be- 
nevolent plan and a the method by which 
we are to inherit eternal life: and Canis r alſo 
is our Saviour, as commiſſioned and employed by 
Almighty God in the great work: a diſtintion 
St. Paul often makes. Thus Tit. iii. 4, 5, 6. After 
pot Sooke thr nds SAVIOUR 
——by the waſping ES 
= 

— PEA ENIETES 


IRIST _ 
SAv1OUR, 


SEE 


t & 3 


Siviour. Seer > 2 Tim. * 55 5 10. La — 

cher apoltte i affirms Chriſt to e 
gr dns ind ſervant in faving 

e bave 4 Wy, 1 

Som e, the world. 1 aha K. al 

There is fill a more 820 by ＋ 


the other | 
e be 4 als toe Ie 
For if For if he Tad only Mitel to the vert 
chat which he quotes, he would have ſeen that the a 
. cid vr be the peo 
E ſpokenof, this Saviout, 
3 
* 


. thus cules ——— 


the ſupreme G 

* Is THE FORGIVENESS or SIN a work of Cod? 
The Son of man hath power to roxdivr sis.“ 

As Mr. Robinſon throughout ſpares himſelf the 
trouble of drawing his leaviag that 
work to his readers, we may 2 his _ 
n it is the 


that he may delegate it to others ? Thus Nathan 

the prophet pronounced to David upon hi 

pentance ; (2 Sam. xii. 13.) The Lord alſo bath 

put away thy fin : 3 n 
2 


. 1 w 7 


bath forgives 
lied « 


ſuch 


ther, even as God, by (x) Chrif 


* 


Ot 


h 


herwi 
fallibal 


who can break out into 


eſi 


J 


if 


he, into what contradiQions 


following, upon the ſacred writers 
themſelves, if the ſenſe he fixes upon their words 


be not the true one. 


as the 


t ſeems to me to have been 
gment, 


* Conſider now, ſays 


2 


us Chriſt be not God. 


tranſlation 


*. theſe writers mult fall, 
but s rs, by Chrif; 2 


« of 


for Cori fs Jake * 


becn often 


[.& ] 

a of the meaneſt authors.” He then thus con- 

tinues his career, in triumph, as it were; 
„In the beginning, ſays Moſes, Gos created 


* 
* 


« beavers and the earth. Gen. i. 1. It is a mi- 
«take, ſays the apoſtle John; IL 


«© THE WorD THAT WAS MADE FLESH 
fe 


things, and without Lim was not any thing made 
« that was made. John i. 1. 14. 3. Elibu aſks, 
« Wo bath diſpoſed the whole world ? Jehovah 
« aſks out of the whirlwind, Wno laid the mea- 
6 thereof ? W no ftretched the line it? 
Wo laid the corner ftone thereof ? = Job xxxiv. 
* 13. XXXViii. 1. 5. 6. All the Old Teſtament 
* writers reply, Taz Loan or nosrs fi the 
< beavens, the earth, the world, and the fulueſs 
„ thereof. Plalm Ixxxix. 11. No ſuch thing fays 
<« the apoſtle John; Taz Wong, that was made 


H1s wiſdom and energy divine; whi 


degree, dwelt in and was 


binſon own imagination, without any ſupport 
0 the ſacred text. For the words, 

are a | | 
to 


A 6 T4 64 W- 
Whether the like worſhip is given, or commanded to 
be given. in the Seri 7 es, to Feſus Chrift 0 
to Unighty God. © ture. jt, as 
IN the next diviſion of Mr. Robinſon's work, 
1 be maintains Chriſt to be the moſt high God, 
| from the worſhip paid to him being the ſame that 
is paid to God. © | | 
And be begi 


begins very well with citing thoſe words 


of St. Matthew, as a command of God, repeated 
| and reinforced by our Saviour; thou ſalt worſhip 
THE Loxp Tay God, and nin ONLY ſhalt thou 
ſerve. Matth. iv. 10. Deut. ii. 0. 
But to prevent the reader from being impoſed 
Pon aud walled, as our author bas impoſed upon 


and 


L 71 J 


3 > ö = g 8 l . ö 1 . . 1 Wo — 


(re d ca nouyy Tor WpyrITG ©; 7:3 Ei Bot firff . 


and deccived himſelf; there is one circumſtance 
to be mentioned, which one wonders ſhould not 
have been attended to; viz.that the word wpooruptu, 
to worſhip, is not deſcriptive only of the honour 
which is appropriated to God, but is indillerently 
uſed to ſignify the honour and reſpett which are 
paid to ſuperiors of all kinds, in heaven or on 
If this diſtinQion of civil and religious worſhip, 
as they are often denominated, had been adverted 
to, much of what our author has advanced on this 


head might have been ſpared. But to proceed 
After having cited the ity of God and of 


Chriſt, that the Lox v God, or Jehovah God on 
is to be worſhiped, he inſtantly adds ; 3 
« Yet theſe very Scriptures command all the 
angels of God to worſhip Chriſt ;” for which he 
refers to Hebr. i. 6. And, when be again bringeth 
the firſt begotten (or rather (9) firſt born) into the 
— or ak And let all the angels of God 


According to the beſt interpreters, this bri 

again of the firſt born, or dearly beloved, into the 
world, was effected, when God having raiſed Chriſt = 
to life, the promiſed holy ſpirit, or various divine 


gifts and powers were beſtowed by him, to enable 


his followers to preach the goſpel with ſucceſs 


* Bar vo The very ſame word is uſed Exod. iv. 22. Thus 
faith the Lon pd ; Iſrael is my fon, my iin born, wo; opwrovoncs 
4423 i. e. beſt beloved; ſpeaking after the manner of men, 
who are wont to ſhew partiality to a firſt born child. And 
ſo our tranſlators have rendered the ſame word here, 


not been prepoſſciſed with- 


1 1 

— — given to angels — 
Chriſt, has ſome reference, as the extraordinary 
miniſter of God in the firſt propagation of the 


But what is this? or how does it prove, that 
Chriſt is to be worſhiped as God, and that he is 
the ſupreme God? There is no ground whatſo- 
ever to underſtand it af worſhip properly divine, 
but of ſuch worſhip as God commanded to be paid 
to Chriſt ; ſuch reverence and reſpett, or whatever 
elſe might be intended by the phraſe, as was ſuit- 
able and due to fo excellent a charafter, and one 
ſo highly honoured and exalted by Almighty God. 

But with this our author is by no means ſatisfied : 
for be builds much on this text, which he repeats 
twice afterwards; and in one place launches out 
in the following very extraordinary manner, to 
ve, that it is ſuch worſhip as was paid to God 
imſelf, which the angels are commanded here to 
pay to Chriſt, and ſuch as proves Chriſt to be God. 
I ſhall give his words at length, leſt I ſhould be 
thought to injure his argument. 3 

(2) * I cannot diſmiſs this article, ſays he, without 
« remarking one paſſage more, the quotation of 
« which would give me the moſt contemptible idea of 
cc thewriter's abilities, did I not believe that he took 
« Jeſus Chriſt to be God. This writer is St. Paul, 
« St. Paul, in the firſt of Hebrews, elevates Chriſt 
* above the whole creation, and reguires all the 
« angels to adore bim. We aſk ; by what authority 
do you require the celeſtial ſpirits to adore a 
* man? Becauſe, replies he, God ſaith, Let all 
«© the angels of God worſoip nim. We anſwer; 
there is no ſuch paſſage in the genuine Scrip- 


(z) Mr. Robinſon's Plea, &c. p. 43, 44- 
| A tures. 


00 an 
2 


EE 
« [et us hear the pſalmiſt. Taz Load: 
let the earth rejoice : let the multitude 
<« be glad thereof. Clouds and | 
« about HIM: righteouſneſs and judgment are the 
* babitatian of mis throne. A fire goeth before 
e HIM, and burneth up His enemies round about. 
« His lightning enlightned the world : the earth 
& ſaw and trembled. The bills melted like wax at 
the preſence of JEenovau ; at tbe preſence of THE 
6 LoRD OF THE WHOLE EARTH. The beavens de- 
de clare u is right s, and all the people ſee 19 
« glory. Confounded be all they, that ſerve grauen 
«© images, that boaſt themſelves of idols: wonsnir 
* HIM ALL YE GODS. The natural impreſſions, 
« which theſe paſſages make on the reader, are 
„ theſe. The plalmiſt deſcribes the sur azur 


« God, and commands the angels to worſhip ni. 
« St. Paul 


quores the pſalm, applies it to Javvs, 
and commands the angels to worſhip ni. Jeſus 
* is therefare, in St. Paul's account, Gop su- 


nary readers are much to be pitied, who 

ly borne down and overcame by fuch » 
' particle point: and e x hen 
3 w a 


* pREME.” 
Ord 

are eaſily 

— 


1 1 


declare Chriſt to be the sur Eur Gov, exact 


to Mr. Robinſon's ideas. 
_ —— Rate of thefaR, with which our author 

makes ſuch a and flouriſh, appears to be this. 
The learned are much divided, from what part 
of the Old Teſtament, the words on which Mr. 
* Robinſon would erett ſuch a dottrine concerning 
Chriſt, are taken. Pyle, Sykes, and others main- 
tain that they are a citation from Deuteron. xxxii. 
43 ; and that though they are not to be found in 
our preſent Hebrew copies, nor conſequently in 
our Engliſh verſion, which is taken from the He- 
brew, they are nevertheleſs to be met with mot 
in the Septuagint tranſlation of the Old 
Teſtament into Greek, which was moſt probably 
made uſe of and followed by St. Paul. The 
words in this ancient verſion, are; Rejoice, ye 


according 


beavens, with bim, and let all the angels of God 


worſhip him! „ r 
And 4. pallage is conſidered, as pointing for- 
wards to the Meſfiah and his kingdom ; which was 
to be matter of joy not to the Ifraclites only, but 
to all people. And this 1 ion ſeems to 
be confirmed by the application, which St. Paul 
makes of the latter clauſe of it, in another place ; 
as foretelling the bringi 
ſhare in the privileges of t pel, and become 
the church and people of God with the Jews ; 
where we read, Rom. xv. 10. And again be ſaith; 
Rgoice, ye gentiles, with bis people 

Theſe juſt and well doubts, that the 
words in queſtion are not quoted from Pſalm 
xcvn. ſhould have diminiſhed our author's great 
that St. Paul took them from that 
Palm; and we ſhall do well all of us, not to be 
over-politive, or to make any important point de- 
pend upon the citations from mat. * 


in of the gentiles to l 


fame again is 


apply, what was 


if 
i 


. 


K 


from Pſalm xcvii. 7; 
that the writer 
times of the golpel. 


rejoice in and partake of fo great 


ver. 6. The heavens declare 


Bp. Lowth in his Iſaiah = 
renders the word. A CIT 


feſting himſelf in the Meſſiah, che 


of this new ki that was to be ſet up 
it was a general perſuaſion the * 4 that 
God was to dwell in an manner in; 


their Meſſiah; and therefore they were wont to 
ſpoken of God in their 
ings, to the Meſſiah. But if the words in the 
Palaſt, worfip him, all ye gods, are to be con- 
ſidered as immediately applied to Chriſt, for which 
Daring and a command to worſhip 

in perſon, it cannot be underſtood of f 
worſhip, as denominates him the suraku Cop; 
W 


Worth, 


— CANNOT 1E. e 
Mr. Robinſon's next aſſertion of the ſame 
whi 


wor- 
ſhip paid, to Chriſt as to God, from which he 
would deduce Chriſt to be the moſt High God ; is 
brought from Philip. it. 10.“ At, (or rather in) 
the name of Jeſus, every knee, in beaven, and in 

earth ſhould bow.” But he 


uſual, to take the matter to be as he ſtates it, upon 
his bare word. A brief conſideration of the whole 
paſlage will ſhew how much be is miſtaken. 

The apoſtle is profeſſedly teaching his Philip- 
pian converts a leſſon of humility, from the exam- 
ple of Chriſt. Ler this mind be in you, ſays he, 


manifeſted by thoſe 2 which he ex- 


— of healing diſeaſes, raiſing the dead. by 2 
ing; 

eee at abbr 10 be dul with Go 
of learning and judgment will own this 
—_ be the ſenſe of the 
2 be, ac not the being LIXE ro 
_ God 


2 7 it not 
* 1 That is, 17 Jeſus, 
*. not 


OT 


3 


apoltle's words; but it 


R 


C 7 1] 
KEN 


| tony [ bins Dimſelf, a3) zeures enge, 
Cee fie of hat form of Cos. de- 


K. him(Elf as if he had pen ER. 
ſuch divine powers. .. Ft 


— 


aking the | 
being ati 2 


as mortal men are: for this is 2 


the term here uſed for man, eApures. See Als x. 
26. and Heb. ii. 14. 17. iv. 15. 


3 e 
i. e. bein in his whole exterior 


or” Wh ing God, thong — rob Zur A 


«« think of ranking — — The hum- 


nn 1 
n —— 


8 


8 8 7 22 = a — =D 


#7 ayeve every ers © ren 
ba account of bumility and obedience, 
feb lng Gem advanced, him, and given him 
a dignity or 8 
n 
—thet is th name of e ee ould bow 
of Thimgs in bearen, things on earth, and 
_ things under the earth. 
84. Paul ſeems here to refer to that great authority 
to be conferred upon Chriſt at the day of judg- 
ment; of which he be himſelf ſpeaks, Romans xiv. 
9, 10. But it is difficult to account, by what con- 
nexion of ideas our author could impoſe upon 


himſelf, fo as to produce this paſſage as evidence 
of ſuch divine worſhip being commanded to be 


ry 
1, 


of the raden de to him. Se. Gen. 2h 
that the 


manded every knee to bow in the name of Je- 
4 lus, 


43- 80 


more than an 
— | 


apoltle might fay, that God bad com- 


SOOT ⅛ rn... 7 a 56." 


* 
A RRR 


plaining, what he intended bowing in 


which attend the denial of the divinity of our Lord. 


1 79 ] Ns 
fus (5), without the leaſt thought of thoſe perſors 


' offering divine worſhip to him, And 


2. The affixing ſuch a meaning to the words, is 
contrary to the very context and declaration. of 
who teaches us, that this 
to be underſtood 


des all ſuch ſup- 
immediately en- 
the 


ba ” 


name of Jeſus ; namely, L 
and that every tongue ſhould confeſs that Feſws 
Chrift is Lord, to the glory of God, the Father ;. 
i. e. all mankind are called upon, and bound to 
acknowlege and openly confeſs Jeſus Chriſt to be 
(3) Our author's talent of amplification 


may De den 
uſe which he makes of this paſſage, where he is ſpeaking of 
the infuperable difficulties, (but ig his own imagination only,) 


= 


P. 61. The writers of the New Teſtament required 
© EVERY KNEE to bow at the name of Fejas, every knee it 
„ heaven, every knee in earth, and every knee under the 
« earth; they demanded this homage to be paid to Chriſt 
„ dy men, who had always proteſted againſt the paying of 
*« ſuch homage to any but God; however, (ibis our author 
* adds by wey iron) they never intended to perſuade men 
to worſhip jelus as God, they only meant to procure a 
* high degree of veneration to him as a very great mas.” 

Here is however amplification not a little beyond the truth: 
fer no inflance can be produced of the New Tefament writers 
demanding fuch homage to be paid 10 Chriſt by men, which they 
bad always protefied again paying to any but Ged. And how- 
ever Mr. Robinſon may repreſent it, ſeriouſly or otherwiſe, 
the New Teflament writers never perſuaded, nor intended to 
penſuade men, to pay any wwor/hip to Feſus Chriſt, but futh as 
Was due 0 an excellent creature of conſummate virtue, and there- 
ore bighly boncured and exalted of God. 


Lord; 


binſon 
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Our aut 

being paid to Chriſt as to God, is couched in theſe 
terms. ©. Twenty times in the New Teſtament, 
* grace, mercy, and peace, are imploted of Gbrift, 
together with the Father. ; 
Nothing more whatſoever is offered but we 
are to take the fat to be as he it to 
be, in this brief wa , and on hi word, Ju- 


ih 
JED 


minds 2 
and is doing 
as a great injury, to make uſe of them 


a 
2, 


eſpecially ſuch as ar 


r 
3 · Grace be to you, and peace, from 
4 Cris. 


1 Cor. i. 
Cad our Father, and from the Lord 7 


. 2 Cor. i. 2. Grace be to you, 


Ged our Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Cbrift. 


XIII.. 14. The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chris, 
end the love of God, and the communion of the boly 


* Gal. 


God our Father, and the Lord Fefus . 3 
— . — 17. Now our Lord FE Grit 
imſelf, and God, even our Father, — comfort your 

1 Tim. i. 2. Grace, * race, from Gad 

„„ Toes Cri or Fa 
2 Tim. i. 2. Grace, mercy, and peace, from God 

the Father, and Jeſus Chrift our Lord. © 
Tit. i. 4. Grace, mercy, and peare, from God 

the Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chrift our Saviour. 

Philem. — g. Grace to you, and peace, from God 
our Father, and the Lord Jeſus Chrift., 

2 John— g. Grace be with you, mercy, and peace, 

from God the Father, and from the Lord Jeſus 

Chriſt, the Son of the Father, in truth and love. 

"Rev. i. 4, 5. Grace be unto you, and peace, from 

bim which is, and which was, and which is to 

come; and 

bis throne; and from Jeſus, the 


from the ſeven ſpirits which are before 
9966 
| - "= 


cuſtomary ſalutation, or 


: ee . TEE * 
R - . 


[&] 
1 will be perceived, that fourteen owt of theſe 
nineteen inſtances, for I count no more, are almoſt 
1 or ward the ſame ; and are but a 
| ing. uſed by the 4 
in their letters. Mr. Robinſon calls it, 
for, or imploring grace and mercy of Chriſt 


NI? wich the Father But his ſaying it, is no 


proof of its being fo. Had it really been fo, the 
words would have been dircaly addreſſed to God, 
and to Chriſt, in ſome ſuch way as this; © 0 God, 
our Father, and o Jeſus-Chriſt, our Lord, vouch- 
« ſafe grace, mercy, and peace,” &c. But the 
writers addreſs themſelves, ou hen dyncy 
but to the perſons to whom their epiſtles are 
Grace be ts» you; and therefore their words can 
as devout wiſhes of good for 
grace, mercy, and peace, of 
which God was the author, and Chriſt had been 
the meſſenger and inftrument to convey them to 
mankind, might be imparted to them; in ſhort, 
r the bleflings of t the 
golpel: e of a letter from 
— 8 a prayer would have been left 


1E from Re- 


be 
2 4 


velatzon. i. 4, 5. will e erident, that 


i n a very wrong turn given to theſe apoſtolic 
lalutations, to call them - prayers. For if fo, it 
would follow. that we are to pray to angels as well 
as 0 God; fince according to this way of interpre- 
tation, grace and peace are there implored, not only 
of God, and of Jeſus, but of the ſeven ſpirits before 
the throne, who are afterwards Called” (v. 6.) the 

wn ſpirits of God ſent forth into all the corth; and 


[ %] 


The 


in form; 


as an 1 . ©. 22 * 


4851 5 


ven our F. 


Is religion, may be f 


; ied with to God, it may be per- 
ee e 


diſciples, engaging them to be of bis and per 


itſelf, as it lies in the ſacred writings, does not in- 

will 
The idea, which the hebrew nation, and among 
apoſtles, entertained of 


one's baptizing people, 


SPPSTISZACGY FG 


| 8.8 
1 


1 


Moſes. 


{x Cor. x. 1 
boptized into 


up himſelf for a 
ve read, (1 


| (for fo, & Mg, (d) properly ſignifies) I lye not: 
] enlightened) by the 


Dur author's next aſſertion of ſuch worſhip be- 
ing paid to Chriſt, as argued him to be the moſt 
high God, is thus put. The committing of the 
« foul to God at death is a ſacred ati of wor- 
* ſhip; in the performance of this at Stephen 
died, ſaying, Lord Jeſus, receive my ſpirit. Ads 
vii. 89. 
Upon this caſe of Stephen, Mr. Robinſon ſpends 
eleven pages. He maintains, that the holy martyr's 
committing his ſpirit to Chriſt, is an exaft coun · 
terpart to that of David, Pſ. xxxi. 5. Into thine 
hand I commit my ſpirit : Thou haſt redeemed me, 0 
Lord, God of truth ! But he forgets to remind his 
reader of the very different circumſtances of the 
two caſes; and that Stephen ſpeaks of the perſon 
he addrefles, not as being Jehovah, God ; but the 
Sow O Man, flanding at the right hand / God. 
This makes it utterly impoſſible that the two caſes 
mould be alike, and that this application of Ste- 


{d) In like manner towards the concluſion of the ſame 


* 


phen 


; ” 
5 
4 * K 
. 


to darken a plain ſubjeſt with words that have little 


words, without 


Jet. xvii. 8. 


“Js sw, ©. 
phen ta Chriſt, iſt, ſhould proceed from a perſuaſion 
F his being the ſame God of truth, to h 


- 


David recommended his ſpirit. 


o 


To as little purpoſe is that ſoliloqu y of a Jew 
upon the ſame ſubjea, whom our aut! | — 
as living at the time of the tranſaQtion ; but only 


ſenſe in them, and are quite beſide the purpoſe. 


For, in reality. no Jew would or could have had 
2 ſcruple, in offering the like addreſs to Elijah. 


he beheld the prophet in the ſame exalted Ha- 
tion, and been poſſeſſed with the ſame belief con- 
cerning his great power, and favour with Gad, 
Gar all he ormory of ths ſpud perineal 
of this feigned perſonage, calcũ- 

lated to lay hold of a certain rank of readers, 
comes to nothing: and they are only frightful 
ground of truth, with which 

dhe + an 2 nach iend bring in a verdiQ againſt 
the holy martyr: viz. « Stephen was guilty : be 
died with n 
vaght to have placed in God alone. Curſed is the 
men, that truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh bis arm. 
| Stephen's truſt was only in that power, which 
be believed Almighty God had granted to Chriſt; 

pk 44 rap and the life ; (Jobn xi. 25.) 
and by whoſe voice the dead are to be called to 
life, at the laſt dax. _— 

Our author then preſents his reader with a long 
dialogue, in fix pages, of his own fabric and device, 
between two other ſuppoſed Jew-chriſtians, Timon 
and Caleb, whom he makes to be living at the time 
in Jeruſalem, and one of them pre at the 
ſtoning of Stephen. The whole of it is very ob- 
ſcure and dull, contrary to our author's uſuat 

G 4 manner, 


| Rebinſon's thetoric upan 8 
truth, this peck qu gene” 1 _ been 
fingular excepted : 1 y T On 
one that can be mentioned, whe ny Seng 
invocated as the immediate and dire object of a 
devout addreſs. 5 | 
* And we may, in a great meaſure, account for 
it. Stephen, we reaſonably conclude, would have 
called upon Cod, when thus dying by the hands of 


violence, as he had at all paſt times been want to 
direR his pr 


prayer, had he not been ſurprized with 
fight of the man Chriſt Jeſus, God's firſt miniſ- 
ter, ſtanding at the right hand of the glory, ready 
to receive him. He ſaw him in the form and hke- 
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what he had taught his diſciples to 
im, as tbe reſurrefion and the life, 
of all his followers. This was 
natural as it had been for his diſciples, who had 
is miraculous power, to call on him thus 
in a great ſtorm at ſea; Lord, ſave us; we periſh. 
Matth. viii. 24, 25. All the while, and in both 
caſes, Stephen by | the diſciples mult have well 
known, that it was their duty to call upon God, as 
their ſupreme refuge in all perils and extremities. 
And inaſmuch as, like Martha, they were all of 
them fully perſuaded, that whatever Jeſus would 
alk of God, God would grant it; nevertheleſs, it 
is not to be wondered at, that upon 


no rule to others, unleſs they are 
a like viſion. And no fingle, extraordinary 

will juſtify -our ing from the univerſal and 
eternally eſtabli rule of obſervance, viz. that 
the of ſupreme worſhip be made to the 
one God, and to nin alone; whom we chriſtians 
know to be the God and Father of all. There is 
no other who can be the object of what is proper · 
ly and truly called, religious worſhip (F). 


ON # An Enquiry, whether we have 


warrant for a 

RRR or to the Holy Ghoſt. By the late 
- Paul Cardale, &c. p. 41,&c. Printed for Johnſon, 1976.” 
In this tract, as in all the author's ſerious and valuable 


33 


b 


writings, there is much to be learned; eſpecially 
the Being to whom our prayers and worſhip 


1 * 1 


SECT ION vn. 
Whether there be any paſſages belongi 


to Jung: 
van, the Supreme Cod, in the OUT. Teſtament, and 
applied to Jeſus Chrif in the New Teſtament, 


ee, Feſus "Oy fo be Jonovan, the 


R. Robinſon's next diviſion of his work, is 
thus ſtated and introduced. * Obſerve, my 
& « brechren, the application of the Old Teſtament 
* paſſages which belong to Jehovah, to Jeſus Chriſt 
jn the New Teſtament, and try whether you can 
* 22 the writers of the New Teſtament of 

« miſrepreſentation, on ſuppoſition that Je ſus is 
* not God.” 

One would think that even thoſe whom our 
author may be ſuppoſed here immediately to ad- 
drefs, muſt be offended with ſuch invidious reflec- 
232 7 vriters. They, , it ſeems, muſt 

nothing leſs than gui milrepreſentation, 
if their ban T7 ©, 
author entertains of Chriſt being Jehovah, the ſu- 
preme God. 

The inconſiſtency in his firſt inſtance, with which 
our author would charge St Paul, if Chriſt be not 
2 — God, has before conſidered; ſor 

ly deals in repetitions: where it was 
Teen, that [in perfect agreement] with truth and 
the 's own declarations, Chriſt might be ſaid 
to judge the world, and Almighty God alſo, and 
yet Chriſt all the while be nothing more than a 
creature, with high powers from God. But as our 
author, contrary to his uſual wont, enlarges upon 
the point, it will be fitting to give his words at 
length. p- 32: * St. Paul ſays, (Rom. xiv. 2 
N 


e not the ideas which out 


paſſage is this. Iſaiah xlv. 20, &c. 
« There is no GoD ELSE BESIDE ME. A juff God, 
« ond 4 Saviour, there is NONE BESIDE MR. I 
* om God, and THERE is NONE ELSE. Unto ME 
| « The apoltle's reaſoning is this Jehovah ſays 
| every knee ſhall bow to him. Jeſus is Jehovah. 
« Therefore every knee ſhall bow to Jeſus.” 


St. Paul's reaſoning however is very different, 
author would draw from his words. | 
1% He is here exhorting the chriſtians at Rome, tb 


ſorbear cenſuring each other for their little dif- 


' would have to gi 

Having faid this, he throws in a citation froth 
Iſaiab: not to prove that Chriſt ſhall be our judge, 
from the Old Teſtament, as Mr. Robinſon puts it : 
but to prove that all the world is and will be fubjeQt 


(g) The it is written; 1 * 
\(s 7 +7 "aa s written ; not Becanſt, © 


to 


No for. i the which be wil juce 
in righteouſneſs, by that man whom be bath ordained; 

whereof be bath given aſſurance unto all men, in that 
| be bath raiſed bim from the dead. AQs xvii. 31. 

of mj author - with his other inſtances 
epreſentation in the Old Teſta- 

4 * the 8 Teſtament, if 


Bapti 4 

« ſpoken of by the prophet i, Suing: 
4 ye the way. Iſaiah faith, (xl. 3. 9, 10, 1) 
® Reo the wap of ena Lacs, 1 
« highway for our Cop. Say unto es of 
„Aab. bebold vous Gon. Aae the Los! 
« Gov will come, and feed bis flock lite a ſhepherd. 
* But what has John the Baptiſt to do with all 
* this deſcription, if Jeſus Chriſt be only a 


27 


| Anfwer. As our author very fon reſumes this 
Point, and expatiates in a very ſingular manner, 
and through many pages, upon the application of 
this and the like language to Chriſt, i. e. of God 


himſelf 


| lays 
« the fide of 
« which ſaith 


pierced, and they 


— e . And 1 will pour upon the bouſe 
the ſpir 


and the Scripture | 
b, Tho fl ok an nu, wow they 


OD 


inbabitants of Jeruſalem, * 
4 — f mourneth for bis only 

mourn for bim as one 
bitterne/x 
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Mi. 10. They Hall Jock on him, wp 
ce pres : where, although the print 
Bible has it, they io? ing} 19.15, 
* they ball look on nz, is evid 
torx Hebrew manuſcripts.” 
It is to be h 


hoped therefore, that we ſhall now 


| more [ ar of this text bei A | 
& Oil's be he = 85 
death, 


er of the ſupreme God being pierced to deat! 
_ © A prophet (continues Mr. Robinſon): fays, 
* 1 ſaw the Lonp fitting upen a throne, bigh, que 
* lifted up, and bis tram filled the Temple. And 
* Seraphim cried one to. another, HOLY, HQLY, 
| * HOLY, IS THE Lond OF HOSTS ; the whole earth 


* 4s full nis glory. Tai. vi. 1, 2, An evan⸗ 
* git ta, Theſe things ſaid 14. when be. 
2 and ſpake of 


1 2 1122 5 433 44 33 TE 
of 2> wy 52 a 
18 paar 121 3H 147 1 
121 eee 
* OY I | 17 6 15 22171157 
3 127 4 111 E 723 111 
2 * of oy hell E327 52 FE 12 4 5 
IT E 17 1115 13 SE 
11 1 W 
115 1 ee 
| Ha It unt 


[ 97 J 
ſong to be underſtood, when the ſeraphic choir 
chaunt one to another and fay ; 

Holy, holy, holy, IVA, God of hoſts! 


The whole earth is led with his glory. 
_ But Mr. Robinſon is not miſtaken by hi 


's juſt and animated tranſlation of 
d original & writer as Iſaiah, and his 
luſtration of the general plan of 
ill always him in the foremoſt 


| that the holy Jeſus, 
dare, adored b is Jehovah, the God of the 


. ar th ſe 


viz. to demonſtrate the 


[ 98 ] 
ſcende to vulgar prejudices, as to quote with 
this idle remark of an ancient Father 
on the threefold 
: the hymn of the Seraphim ; © the deſign of which 
is ſaith he from Jerom on the place, ut myſte. 
* rium Trinitatis in una Divinitate demonſtrent ;” 


one Divinity, or in the Divine Unity. 
The famous Calvin, neither in fine parts or 
— 4 
dee been much more judgment 

xion on this comment of — (4). 


© 


: but in diſputing with here- 
I ſhould chuſe to make uſe of ſtronger ar- 


: for rr 


« The — ſays he, made uſe of this proof, 
* 3 wag op eg" 1 
* were three s in the one divine 
® am far from rejecting their opinion 
cc 
cc 


1 @ i applied 0, as appears from many places o 
« Scripture.” 


It next follows; © A prophet ſays ; The Lozpd | 
„ or HOSTS HIMSELF fall be for a fone of fu: 


00 * Veteres hoc teſtimonio hm mas ds 

in una Dei eſſentia, probare. 

* Quorum ego ſententiam non rejicio; quanquam, fi mihi 
<< res cum hereticis eſſet, mallem firmioribus teſtimoniis uti. 

Nam redduntur | 


cum minus 


eee be ee . | 
Calvin. apud Cleric. in loc. 


| Hr | & « ling 
„ „ ff b 6 


repetition of the word boly, in 3 


myſtery of the Trinity in 
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« Hi « Iſai. viii. 13, 14. An apoſtle ſays ; Chriſt 
* Lane of ſtumbling, 1 Pet. ii. B.“ And 
hence our author would have it concluded, that ie 
was the ſentiment of the apoſtle, that Chriſt was 
the Lon or mosTs HIMSELF. What ground he 
has for it, will appear by conſidering both his cita- 
tions. That from Iſaiah runs thus, in Bp. Lowth's 
Jeh God of hoſts, ſanQtify ye Him; 
And let Him be your fear, and Him be your 
Abd d Gate of Banking, cad 5 ek af efftace, 
To the two houſes of Iſrael; x 
A trap, and a ſnare to the inhabitants of Jeru- 
And many among them ſhall ſtumble, 

And ſhall fall, 


and be broken ; &c. 
If we have here a dire : 


: 315 1. 128 

Bl E 1 ls 
1 ell 1 0 
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1 


il Rl fit 


dee, 
* life; 


| bed ohn the Bapti 


1 101 D 
to chriſtians his 22 2 ly flones, i. e. 
„ iritual build - 
ing, the church: he — og $14 
declare, that this fone, Jelus Chriſt, ante them 
that believe would be precious ; but unto them which 
be „ the one which the builders diſallow- 
'ed, the Jam is made the bead of the corner and a 
of ſtumbling, and a offence : 1. e. ta 
-r all their op- 
poſition to Chriſt and his goſpel, would be vain, 
and recoil only on themſelves, to their own de- 
2 Thus ; all that can be colletied from 
is, that Chriſt was a choſen veſſel of 
Ces, 21 highly approved by him. And from 


theſe ſamples, the reader will be able to judge, 
whether there be any thing of more validity be- 


hind, which Mr. Rea re 
as he would have it thought; and alſo whether 
there be any cauſe for the following _— 
very defettive in the reſpeR due to the 
A 2 yer rr ee 
Judgment, gment, which we have detected in fo 
1 to be haſly and ſuperficial. «© It 
be endleſs, concludes be, to enumerate all the 
* pallages, which are thus applied to Jeſus Chriſt. 
« Allow Jeſus Chrilt to be God, and all theſe ap- 
« plications are proper: if we deny it, the New 
« Teftament we muſt own is one of the moſt anac- 
4 countable in the world, 3 


* er 
Our author next gives us, 


of his own faſhion ; fei 


ciples, whom the Kaba of | 
he introduces them converling toget 
ſubjett of Chriſt, who had lately 

head EM - ut. 


Az 


[«) 

the moſt high God. Dialogues of the dead are 
certainly an ingenious and uſeful, as well as amuſ- 
ing ſpecies of compolition ; of which the 
Lucian fet the example among the ancients ; which | 
has been well followed by ſome fine writers 
the French, and by our countrymen, Lord Lyttel- 
ton and Bilhop Hurd. I ſuppoſe it however to 
be a neceſſary rule of ſuch a way of writing, eſpe- 
cially when it is of the graver caſt, to adhere 
ſtrittly to the truth of charaQer, and that the ſeve- 
fal ſpeakers ſhould not be mere images of wood 
and wire, to vent and patronize the particular ſen- 
timents and opinions of the author, but ſuch as 
the perſons reſpettively are known or may juſtly 
be ſuppoſed to have entertained when exiſting in 
this world. 


| perſonæ convenientia cuique 
_ = Hox ar. 
How far this precept has been obſerved, and 
whether in reality John the Baptiſt be not our au- 
thor himſelf in diſguiſe, brought in by him to coun- 
tenance his iar notions ; and thus a p | 
of God made reſponſible for his own very fallible 
on the Scriptures, and ſome palpable 
miſtakes; will be judged from what follows. 

"The fubjeRt of this ſuppoſed converſation takes 
its riſe from the melſae, a) placed in the margin, 
which Jeſus returned back to John, to ſatisfy him 
| buſineſs, for which had ſent two of 

his diſciples to him. In which he bids the two 


diſciples to go and report to their maſter John, 


ebn the Baptift hath 3 4rt thou 
v2.7 e Ar. 


| nol, che ljrs re ceaſe, and th dro bear, he Match. aj. 
_ the 


+5 
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the blind received their ſight, the lame walked, the 
deaf heard; and leaves it to him to draw the con- 
clufion in anſwer to his inquiry : whether he who 
performed the very works, which the fore- 
told ſhould be by the Meſſiah, was not 
indeed the Meſhah himſelf. 

Mr. Robinſon immediately fubjoins a large ex- 
tract from Iſaiah xxxv. which I ailo put in the (b) 
in; to which our Lord appears to allude, in 
his anſwer to John, as treating of himſelf and his 
miraculous works. But our author is not ſatisſied 
with the concluſion, which Jeſus would have the 
Baptiſt to draw from it, relating to himſelf; viz. 
that he was the Chriſt, the Mefhah, the extra- 
ordinary prophet and meſſenger of the moſt high 
God: but would have it inferred, that he was no- 
leſs than the moſt high God himſelf. « The 
prophet, ſays he, p. 36. does not aſcribe theſe 
events to man; n come; 
« your Gov will come, and ſave you ; and be alle 
* dyvhete combicnticn ef erence, « Billy efihe 
* GLORY or JEHOVAH, the of our God. 
* What has Jeſus of Nazareth to do with the in- 
* communicable name of the bleſſed God?“ 


Our author here charges the feigned 2 
in his dialogue —— EINE preJu- 


Mor gy + AT oa od GG tr RE 
T ben foall they SEE "ou GLORY OF JEHOVAH, and the excel- 
wy oye Goo. hen ye the weak bands, and confirm 

the feeble knees. * = that are of a fearful beart ; be 
firorg ; Fear not : bebold, xour God will came with wenge. 
ance, ever Gop with a recompence ; HE WILL COME azd fave 
Jou. Nee. opened, and the cars of 
the deaf Hall be unſiopped. Then jhall the lame man leap at ax 
bart, r the dumb ſhall fing: for in ibe wilder- 
weft ſhall woaters break out, and fireams in the dejert. I. xxxy. 


H 4 
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dices, by making them interpret the prophet, as if 
Jehoral their God in perſon was tocome, when the | 
was to be preached in future time, and as if 
Jeſus was God himſelf. But to ſaꝝ that God came, 


and did what his prophets and meſſengers perform- 


Luke i. 68, 69. Bleſſed be the Loxv God of Iſrael; 
for he hath viſited and redeemed his people: and hath 


raiſed up an horn of ſalvation for us, in the 
4x — 42 a wy n 627 4 


to have vi intel among 1 
— 1 them; but as the holy 
man himſelf expounds term, by raiſing up and 
Fog wy dg iverer, of the 
family of David, the promiſed Meſſiah. - And in 
the like eaſy well known dialeQ, when it was here 
foretold in Ifaiab, that the future Meſſiah, of the 
family of David, ſhould give fight to the blind, feet 
to the lame, and do mighty miracles, to confirm 


his heavenly miſſion and doQrine : it might, in the 


0 
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that thys Gop himſelf; Jehovah, THER Gop ſhould. 
come among them : becauſe nz came by Jeſus, who 
ſpoke and aQted by an authority and extraordinary 
pes immediately derived from him. And the 
who heard his doctrine and ſaw his mira - 
ces might alſo be ſaid to fee THE GLORY OF . 

+ of rukix Cop; ſince 


* ſyſtem, bow Jeſus Chriſt could poll 
Jehovah, = moſt high God, when the rim be 
particularly Iſaiah, ſtile him God's ſervant: in 
order to . chis problem, he brings in John the 
Baptiſt, like a modern metaphyſician, arguing up- 
on and recommending to his two diſciples, the 
chimerical doarine of two natures in Chriſt, the 
one human, the other divine, as the only way to 
reconcile a contradittion of his own making: thus 
forgetting all decorum of charaQer, and not in the 
leaſt attending to the ſtrange anachroniſm he is 
guilty of; for he might with as much propriety 
have introduced this forerunner of Chriſt, arguing 
upon the Copernican ſyſtem of the world, or Mr. 
Herſchell's late diſcoveries. The truth is, re- 
* plies the Bapuſt in the dialogue, according to 
4 him; the Meſſiah is one extraordinary perſon, i in 
mb two natures, the nature of God, and the nature 
* of man, are united. What is affirmed of him in 
« one view, cannot be ſaid of him in another. The 
* idea of the perſon of the Meſſiah is a key to 
* the prophecies. Without uſing it, you will 
. —— che Daget 
ri * a 

is made to Hive tis ſanftion to our author's wrong 


and injudicious comments, is in Micah v. 2. But + 
thou, 


[ 166 } 
thou, Bethlehem Ephraiah, though thou be little among 
the thouſands of Fudak, yet out of thee ſhall he come 
forth unto me, that is to be ruler in Iſrael : whoſe goings 
forth have been from of old, from everlaſting. The 
hebrew word (c), rendered to come forth, ſignifies, 
to be born. And chriſtians are generally perſuaded 
and agreed, on ſatisfactory grounds, as the Jews 
were Chriſt, Matth. ii. 1—6 ; that there is 
contained in this paſſage a direct prophecy, that 
Bethlehem was to be the place of the nativity of 
the future Meſſiah. And after mentioning therein 
this circumſtance of the place of his birth, the Al- 
mighty Being, who is himſelf the ſpeaker, imme- 
diatcly added, (to fignify that he whoſe birth was 
thus foretold, would be no ordinary perſon, and 
was intended for great things ;) whoſe goings forth 
have been from of old, from everlaſting. 

Thoſe who do not attend to the prophetic lan- 
guage, concerning the Almighty Being, or where 
HE himſelf is introduced ſpeaking ; haſtily con- 
clude from ſuch as theſe, that they in- 
dicate the perſons ſpoken of to have exiſted from 
all eternity ; whereas they ſpeak only of the coun- 
cils and deſigns of God concerning them. Thus, 
in the example before us: He, who immediately 

before is foretold as to be born in ſome future pe- 
riod at Bethlehem, is nevertheleſs ſaid to have 
been from ancient times, from the beginning ; be- 
cauſe he had been intended and appointed from 
the beginning by Almighty God, to ſuſtain the 
character of the Meſſiah, the great prophet and 
meſſenger of God: in like manner as, in ſimilar 
language, Chriſt is elſewhere ſtiled (d) the lamb ſlain 


| (+) Ser Biſhop Chandler's defeace of Chriſtianity. Vol. I. 
T1) Borel. x5. 3. See alſo Matth. xxv. 34. Eph. i. 4 

1 Peter i. 20. 
3 from 


the cauſe of ri 


the falvation of mankind by gloriouſly fi 
violent death for thoſe great purpoles. 
(e) The moſt judicious commentators 


that this 2 whoſe goings forth have 


been ed be lin 6 te 

ad before all time been deſtined 

part which he was to at ; the delagns of 
. 

fore they are put in execution. But then, 
learned men, unhappily coming to the of 
this paſſage in the prophet, with a prepoſſeſſion 
Chriſt was the ſupreme God, they were led to 
maintain that he whoſe birth was thus foretold, hal 
nevertheleſs exiſted from all : not f 
the contradiction which fix 


writings, in making them x to be 
having had any exiſtence, 


born, and therefore never 
as having been for ever; and alſo, bow utterly im- 
poffible it would be, that Jehov T 
God, . 
nal like himſelf, without — 


G Eqreone jus ab 
oo ut 


qui ſemper fuit, et qui 
Munſter. 80 Calvin alio is ſaid to have interpreted it 

whye ging farth have been decreed from th doys of trait 
— 4 


He 
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He next proceeds to 
maintain, that Jeſus was 
worlhiped by the 
ever to prove 


. 


Iſraelites. he argument how- 
it, is not his own ; but he hath the 
merit of being the firſt, who ventured to pronounce 
1 been the opinion of him, whom Chriſt 
n have been above the 
common prophets. His poſitions, 
of the converſation-form, l 
and inlipid, are theſe: 
AD the moſt high God, being a ſpirit, in- 
I could nat appear to, or be ſeen by men. 
A perſan did appear, taking upon him the name 
and chrair of Jonah aud as worſhiped as 
__Jelus, who was afterwards born at Bethlehem, 
nas che Jehovah, who, appeared to, and was wor- 
. 
X In reply to this, it is to be noted, that although 
God be an inviſible ſpirit ; yet he may maniſeſt 
himſelf, his extraordinary preſence, his will and 
commands, by outward ſymbols and tokens, by an 
audible voice, by a human, angelic, or any other 
particular figure or ſhape, without any degradation 
or incongrulty ; and thus appear to mankind. And 
r 
our author, it may very conſiſtently be ſhewn, 
t it was God hinkif who appearce, and not 
aby edge for him. And though this appearance 
was ſometimes made by borrowing a human form, 
it was at other times by a voice, by a flame of fire, 
or the like; which, in their turns, were all ſtiled, 
the angel of the Lord; as being manifeſtations of 
his e preſence: the phraſe, angel of 
r 
1 fire, a voice, and 
the like, like, when manifeſting the divine preſence, 


\heing 
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Jeſus, but to the divine 


countryman. Aquila, er: cuppuacy pus, againſt the 
man of the ſame tribe with me. Symmachus, er 
e, againſt the man of my 

 Theodotion, er adh ainft the man 


SECTION VIL 


Whether the Scriptures, which foretell the deftruftion 
F idolatry by the goſpel, have not been fulfilled, al- 
though Feſus Chrift be wrongly worſhiped as God. 

KAR. Robinſon's next propoſition, p. 44- is; 


that if Jeſus Chrift be not God, the prophe- 


cies which forctold the coming of the Meſhab, 2 


L 111 * 
the deſtruſtion of i 
the deen fulfilled - for . 1 * 


efus : 4 if be be not God. 

EE 1 nod cur cuter; Siciics of ih- 
try, the greater part of the chrillian world have 
not been for many ages, and are now, idolaters, 

] 1 hall not controvert, but ſhall leave to him to 


be found ſo inconſiſtent as he imagines with thoſe 
hecies which predblt the Gowntall 
and that all nations ſhould be 


eum 
things inſtantly executed, as our lives are 
a few days continuance ; it is otherwiſe with that 


foretell, that all 
rern 
the truth, and n and reformed in 

their lives by it: but we ſtill complain, and with 


112 “J 
of ages, till more largely, and uni- 
verlally. Concerning this, it will not be difficult 
| for any one to form a true judgment, who attends 
to the following faQts ; 
1. Our Saviour always taught, that the Father, 


bis God and Father (2) John xx. 17; from whom 
he received his being, in common with his diſ- 
ciples and the reſt of mankind. 

He direfted men to the Father, and 
let fall the leaſt intimation, that himſelf or 


* 
Father in private, Matth. xi. 25. John xi. 41, 42. 
28 * peeBabagercr Log 
tendant on temp ſynagogue- worſhip: 
where chorah alone, the God of Iſrael, was ad- 
and adored. 

2. His Sher their divine Maſter's death, 
and removal out of this lower world, in their ap- 
plications to men to become his diſciples, which 
made Der 
324 frayed tg 


perk tx br Th the nh tas Gd 


e 


Go a and 
225 . Land 


A 
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00 


jadge the world in righteouſneſs, 


nations in all countries throughout the known 


| N 
The heathen Wikples were de 
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bea den; and earth, and the ſea, and all things that 
png ba At Atheis, Paul taught, chat God 
that made the world, and all things that are therthi; 
3 appointed a diy, in thi wbith un wonld 
by that man whom 
be bad didained : whereof be bud given afſuytice 
ro all men by huving raiſed bim from the dead. xvii. 
24. 31. When Chriſt appeared in a viſfiott to 
Paul, and gave him his commiſfon to awaken men 
1 e, ind bring them to 
virtue and the knowlege of the true God; be 
called himſelf, 60 Jeſs of Nazareth. a vi : 

18. 15. xxil. 
SO ground-work, and his 
tes a iſt upon it, in preaching 
againſt the worſhip of idols, and teaching the 


world, that there was but one God, the Father of 
all mankiiid, who was to be worſhiped. And the 
immediate fucceſs was anſwerable to what mi 
de expedted | 
tie divide unity. 


_ Way. 
2 Abd i the 


Air ane weve Gals ann e- 
kind, receive their ox;ftence, and on whom all depend for 


| the duration of it. 


When this holy Saviour, even after his aſceifion into 
heaven, and exaltation at the right band of the 


Whatever be to be underſtood by it, tiles hjmſelf Jeſus of 
Nazareth ; ſhould not his followers be careful and conſider 
. well, what Jehovah, the ſu- 
preme God ? Is he likely to ir paying him ſuch 
chat he utterly diſclaimed every thing of che himſelf ? And 
would he not have intimated a matter . to 


trues whereas, on ts contrary, he rele kim, chan ie wo 
-God that men were to be turned, and not to 


this ſelt of 
For we hear not much of them, after the time 


Ot bt A OY the 
Gian check, 66 ke Ao, Ea 


een Mews, and conſummate benevol ce, the 


a 


: 


_ 
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may 


I 


y-: 


5 


R 
: 


new Mlar to them; and in other ways de- 

A from the true worthip of the Father. 
There was a of chriſtians, which aroſe in 
on do es, Who are the chief ſubjeft 
St. bas fff and cond epiſtle; which 


pin have been compoſe by kim 10 coun: 


that 

what 1 

. and was all rr 

and not in reali 

Da er to check the growth of 
ſeem to have been 


the immediate ceſs of the ente who make 
mention of them. But thep les of that 
Al by which chey had been milled, 
deeply rooted in the learned heathen con- 


with ſuch 


a founder of their religion, who was only a human 


of the fublimeſt picty, the moſt 


but their . 
them. ying a particular re- 
gad of er le holy men, or the 

Sites of ate man elem: 3 
ſure in ſhewing their reſpett for them by viſiting 
their ſepulcres. Their imaginations there ſoon 
caught the ſupetftitious idea, that their prayers | 
would be more to the Almighty, by 
being offered on ſuch holy ground, that had been 
watered with the blood of the pious ſufferers ; and 
thence, by an eaſy tranſition, from praying at their. 
tombs they ſoon grew to pray o thoſe who had 
been buried in them, Stated times of faſting and 
rejoicing were appointed, to do honour to their 
memories ; and this the more, when they obſerved 
dat rata 22 


| 0 7-1 
'and a means of inducing them to become chriſ- 
tians, being ſo like their own heatheniſh practice. 
Sir Iſaac Newton makes the following citation 
and remark on this ſubjeQ (). Gregory Mien 
tells us, that after the perſecution of the empe- 
« ror Decius, Gr Biſhop of Neoce/area in 
« Pontus, inſtituted all people, as an addi- 
« gion or corollary of devotion towards Gad, that 
« fefival days and aſſemblies ſhould be celebrated 
« to them wwho bad contended for the faith, that is, 
« to the Martyrs. ' And he adds this reaſon for 
« the inſtitution : ben be obſerved, faith Nyſſen, 
er that the fimple and unſtilful multitude, by reaſon 
we delights, remained in the error of 
« idols ; that the principal thing might be correled 
« among them, namely, that inſtead of their vain 
« worſbip they might turn their eyes upon God ; be 
« permitted that at the memories of the boly mar- 
« tyrs, they might make merry and delight them- 
« ſelves, and be diſſolved into joy. The heathens 
« were delighted with the feſtivals 3 
L and unwilling to part with thoſe delights ; and 
therefore Gregory, to facilitate their converſion, 
* inſtituted annual feſtivals to the Saints and Mar- 
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en; and who, at the diſtance. of 


ves this 


rf 


ip 


3 


2 


to the middle of the fourth century, w 
tians in their turn enjoyed the proteftion of 
Kate, l 
N . kein of chriſtian 
ions then in 
r lace ; but came on 
44 many years aſter 


apo es, Chriſt was not taken into an equality 
lupreme Father, and the ſame worſhip paid to 
Mary, 


bim; nor was ayer offered to his mother 
od aber dead perſons, called Saints. 
Mr. Robinſon however maintains that it was 
_ -otherviſe with _O_ 6 ot Gs, p. 46; 
chat the practice of the itive chriſtians was 


to worSHIP JESUS Cunisr ;” and he brings 

ſome cxamples to prove it: which 

to examine. 

Pg or 1 Tr letter 
ernor of nia, to 

2 ny er TR we 22 — bis 

. the 2 4 be was —_ 2 with the 


chriſtians, who were alre numerous and in- 


FJ 


. 


Fit wy Key ad ing of the con- 
| they had made to him concern- 


"4 | 


i 


it wall be 


a ftated 
'themjebves « 


vt to meet tagether on 


| For able critics, of | 
| Chriſt in this matter, yeh 

_ doubtful point, wiener the words (0) dag, dv 
45 8 God, uſed by Pliny, were not rather his own 
2 — thats of the cbriltians he had 


tranſlates theſe 2 
this ES and 1 mſelues in a form of pra 
Ch. © fo 228 I muſt acknowlege, Toys 
rdner, (whoſe . is here followed) ** that his 
onſite apponr2 © Be ©: pangne 2) MY Ce, For carmen, 
| Wet, docs not always denote a metrical compoſition. 
22 concludes his oration upon the mother of the Gods, 
with what be calls & hymm to ber bonoxr, which is a prayer 
in proſe. And, unqueſtionably, Julian ſpeaks properly. 
Therefore Pliny's carmen Chriſto g — rr 
a prayer to God, — 
tian principles, in which God was po all rhe A bf 
ings of the chriſtian revelation.” 
nal lar eden 
ſuppoſe, cher 


dare will lu upon ths as «fac xm and A. 
{o) Vocabula, deo, prædita hic ſint, deter- 
Dre gm ppt ited 


* Plinius loguatyr, n 3 


LL examined. 


T an 3 
The firſt is taken from an account of the death 
of James the Juſt, (ed in ha pine. BY 
ſuppoſed to have ha in the year 62. It is 


preſerved gment of the works 


dibility, &c. Vol. iii. p. 36—83 ; r 
1 as taken from Eu- 
iſtory, Book ii. ch. 2g. 

« When the Jews, Scribes and Phariſces, and 
others, came to James, to defire him to tell the 


James ſays to them : Why do you 
A me concerning Jeſus, the ſon of man? He 
« fits in heaven, en the rigbt- band of the Great 
« Power, and will come in the clouds of heaven. 
_ © Whereby many were fully perſuaded, and glo- 
* ried God for that teſtimony of James, faying, 
* Hoſanna, to the Son of David. His enemies 
being exaſperated at this, when they had thrown 
« him down from he da de, the T ple, 
* Bone upon him, Bur be kneeling down, aid 
* T beſeech thee, O Lord God, the Father, ff 

= them: re 

The prayer is very ſhort; and ſome may 
ready to think, it needed not fo long a preface : 


I I'S: 1787 Ti del 4 
12 I 1127125 ITE 
25 10 2 15 
5 12142 


1 if 


of foul 


2857 fy & 


755 


1 


- 
1 
5 ' 
- 
= 
—- 
. 


. IL 
— 


4 11312 
1 Nee 


c 224 * 


„a8 if it vere 


juſtly condemned i in the Koran as idolatrous, 


beſt known to himſelf, 1 
Martyr, as his third evidence of Chriſt being wor- 
hiped by chriſtians in that early day, i. e. about 
the year 150. In proof of this he cites a paſſage 


it a fuller and more exatt tranſlatian of it: _—_ 


ee Pim Dp . 


from Juſtin, which I ſhall give, putting over againlt 5 


— that they were way 

the chriſtians; and remarks, that 

| demons ſometimes made their appear- 

committed adultery with women, and 

crime with boys, alluding to the 
ſtory of Jupiter. —— —_—__ 


us. 
Juſtin Martyr. 


' Mr. Robinſon. 
wu) The u) It is on this 
bY 1 'p 0) 22 — — 
re- not theſe falſe 6 
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Une: as that the ſon of Mary, at firſt a 
=> helpleſs ; increaſing afterwards like 
others in wiſdom with his years ; working moſt 
probably for a long ſpace of time at a mechanic 
ſuffering hunger, pain, and at laſt death itſelf ; 
one who conſtantly declared God to be his Father, 
i. e. that he received his being from him; who 
worſhiped the Father continually as the only true 
God, and taught his followers fo to worſhip him: 
that a human being fo circumſtanced, and with 
ſuch diſpoſitions, ſhould alſo be truly and properly 


bility, to ſuppoſe that rational creatures could ever 
make, with ſo much evidence to the contrary be- 
fore them as the teſtimony of the apoſtles afforded, 
that-it is not to be wondered it was not made the 
ſubjet of a particular revelation to them, as it 
might have given too great a ſhock to their minds. 
It was an extravagant idea, which chriſtians in 
aſter · times did not arrive at all at once; but was 
fabricated gradually, as is well known to all that 
are converſant in eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, and the 
writings of the fathers. And ordinary chriſtians 
now are not ſtruck with the aſtoniſhing incredi- 
bility of ſuch a doctrine, becauſe it is inſtilled into 
them before attain the uſe of reafon, as a 
matter of divine authority, of which they are told, 
that they arc not to take upon themſelves to be 
Marized to it: it muſt for ever be a 
IO ck N 2 prevent 
many from receiving the golpel, g as 
believe this doQrine to make a part of it. * 


K 
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As our author maintains the worſhip of 
Chriſt to be idolatry, if he be not the 
and we have ſeen the inſuffici of his allegations 
from Scripture to prove him fuch ; all that 
8 of this idolatry (x) being ſo wide ſpread, of ſo 
long ſtanding, interwoven with” civil conſtitu- 
« tions,” &c. is belide the purpoſe; unleſs it may 
Excite all that read it, to flee from it. His long 
 declamation afterwards, p. 51, 52. with which he 
finiſhes this ſection; eſpecially his invocation of 
the Almighty in fo firange a faſhion, (in reality to 
be a witneſs of his own miſtakes,) may work upon 
the weak and credulous, but muſt be offenſive to 
readers, of ſeriouſneſs and ſo- 
briety of mind. I ſhould have paſſed it wholly 
unnoticed, had not I found two paſſages of the 
prophets greatly miſapplied by him, grove Jeſus 
to be Jehovah, the moſt high Cod. 
The firft is, Jeremiah xxiii. 6. This is bis name 
, be ſhall be called, The Loxp (or Jehovah) 
our righteouſneſs... The words are generally allowed 
to be ſpoken of Chriſt: but they are here 
tranſlated in our engliſh Bible, as has been lately 
pointed out by a () learned and judicious writer. 
He renders them : And this is the name by which 
Jzrovan Hall call hin, oux RIGHTEOUSNESS. 
To which he ſubjoins this valuable note. © Literally, 
* according to the hebrew idiom, the words run 
© a; — bis is bis name which IEnOVAA 


an the workilp of ded men and women, male 
and female-faints, as extended, of as long ſtanding, 
eftabliſhed alſo. by the civil power through the Greek ani 
Roman churches, and held equally ſacred with the worſhip of 
| Jeſus Chriſt as God? and yet this is not eſteemed by Pro- 
teſtants any good argument in favour of ſaint-worſhip. 

x ID Jeremiah : Ea — 

Oxford. 17 | 


* SHALL 


— 232 ] 
„ HALL CALL, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS ; à phraſe 
« exaRtly the ſame as, Aud Jebovab [ortl call bins 

« ſo; which as I have before obſerved in note on 
„ch. xx. 3. implies that God would make "him 
« 2 that is, our righteoul- 
* neſs,” or the author and means of our ſalvation 
« and acceptance. So, by the lame metorfymy, 
 « Chriſt is faid to have been made of Gig unto. us 

idm, and ri breonfmeſs, and JanFification, and 
« redemption. 1 Cor. 1. I doubt not,” con- 
tinues this candid author, © but ſome will 
« be offended N for depriving SP 

* tranflation of a favourite 
* the divinity, of our Savi ber Nen n Teſta- 
ment. But I cannot help it: 1 have done it 
« with no ill defign, but purely becauſe I think, 
« and am morally ſure, that the text, as it Rands, 
vill not properly admit of any other conſtruttion. 
« The lxx have ſo tranſlated before me, in an age 
« when there could not poſſibly be any biaſs of 

« prejudice, either for or againſt the before- 
mentioned doQrine; a doctrine which draws it's 
« 4 ve proofs from the New Teſtament only. 
In the parallel paſſage, ch. xxxiii. 16. the ex- 
< preſſion is a little varied, but the ſenſe, accord- 
ing to a juſt and literal tranſlation, is mag 
the ſame ; And this is He whom Jenovan 5 
* call, OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS. 

The other paſſage, by which our author would 
prove Jeſus to be the molt high God, is in Ifaiah 
xli. 13. 16. 11, 12. and is thus exhibited by him. 
The Lord Jeſus came forth as a mighty man; be 
Airred up jealouſy like a man of war; be cried ; 
yea roared ; be — againſt bis enemies, He 
brought the blind by a way that they knew not, 
be made darkneſs light before them. Well may the 


wildernefs, the as, the villages, the caves, give 
K 2 giorp 


C 182 J 
glory | Jeſus, and declare bis praiſe in 


The manner in which our author prints the text, 
ſhews the additions that he has taken upon him io 
make to it ; how far juſtifiable therein, the reader 
will judge. But the ſucceſs of the golpel in ſuture- 


times here predifted, and the thanks and praiſe due 
e e 
vah, the fingle perſon one almighty Creator, 
whom alone Iſaiah knew and acknow ; but to 
another perſon, a new Jehovah, unknown, as far 


to the prophet and to many others, 
by him, IE HOVARH- Jeſus. This will appear 
the more extraordinary, if we look back to the 
beginning of the , Where there is a pre- 
himſelf,] in which he is very particularly ſtiled the 
ſervant of Jehovah : which makes it utterly im- 
probable, to ſay the leaſt, that he ſhould immedi- 
ately after be addreſſed, as Jehovah himſelf. And 
though our author, as will be hereafter ſeen, can 
digeſt and maintain ſuch evident contradiQiions, 
the words of the prophet ſhould not be tampered 
with and a to make bim chargeable with 
In our author's putting this addition to the words 

of Ifaiah, out of a full convittion, I have no doubt, 

that he was fo to be interpreted; we have an exam- 
ple of the method, by which as Sir Iſaac Newton 
well conjeQures, the ſpurious text of the three hea- 
venly wanefſes, 1 Joh. v. 7. abe Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Spirit, may have come into our Bibles. 
Some fanciful pe at firſt imagined that the 
apoltle's three witneſſes, the ſpirit, the water, and 
the blood, were an apt illuſtration of their notion 
of the Trinity, and might put it in the margin of 


; * 


their New Teſtament, as ſuch ; and afterwards, by 


* 
* . 
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in liule better than Mahometiſm: becauſe its founder 
with them in part that Chriſt was a prophet 
God, and in maintaining, at the fame time, 
that he was only the ſon of Mary, and nothing 
antecedent to that, any more than other men. 
This method our author purſues here. But he 
would have ſtated the matter more agrecably to 
the truth, if his poſition had been, that Mabomet 
had ſpoken more juſtly of the nature of Jeſus Curt 
than bimſelf, and the bulk of chriſtians ;. and this, 
becauſe be therein agrees with the apoſtles, who 
uniformly deſcribe their maſter (z) as a human 
ing only: which is alſo the conſtant language 
of Chriſt concerning himſelf. 

Indeed in, one very material reſpect Mahomet 
differs from the apoſtles, in denying Chriſt to have 
been crucified, and fo far joining in the opinion 
of thoſe firſt erroneous chriſtians, againſt whom 
principally, as we have often e St. John 
wrote his two firſt epiſtles ; (a) who denied Chriſt 
to have come in ſieſb, to have been mortal, liable 
to ſufferings and death: but that all this was mere 


© For dis ſee the Unitarian Tracts, publiſhed at the 
cloſe of the laſt century . Lardner on the Logos; Cardale's 
True doctrine of the New 'Teſtament concerning Jeſus Chriſt, 
Priefiley*s works, Lindſey's Sequel to his Apology, and Hiſ- 
tory of Unitarian doctrine al work: worſhip ; wath many leſſer 
tracts in our times. 
(a) After having blamed ſome who ** had ſpoken againſt 
Maxx a grievous calumny ;” Mahomet proceeds to blame 
them in GET _ ſaid ; ©* Verily we have flain CaxisT 
ESU Mazy, the of Gop ; they 

VP Ae — nedbrnc 
ſented by one in his likeneſs.” Sale's Koran, p. 79. They 
were probably unbelieving Jews, who thus boaſted, that they 
had flain Jeſus Chriſt, and put an utter end to him; and there- 
fore that in vain did men believe in him. See Lardner's 


Letter on the See alſo Ignatius, and Irenzus's 
— * 


ApP e arance, | 


OP 
„ and no reality: and as thoſe perſons. 
ly took up ſuch a miſtaken doftrine to do 
io him: „ 
be Mahomet's motive for it. 
Mr. Robinſon will be found far from: . 
happy and well grounded in all the inſtances 1 
| of diſagreement between Mahomet and. 
the inſpired writers, with reſpett to the nature and 
of Jeſus Chriſt; which we are to examine. ; 
But to place this im nt point in its true light, 
I would premiſe ; that the ſuperiority of the goſpel 
to the Koran, of Chriſt to Mahomet, lieth not in 
the opinion entertained concerning the nature of 
| Chriſt. But herein conſiſts their everlaſting dif- 
ference, and the divine excellency of the one 
above the other; 
The pretenſions of Mahomet to an authoriy 
from God, were enthuſiaſtic and : thaleof 
Jeſus real, being confirmed by numerous miracles. 
Never in any one action of his public life that 
is recorded, and from this we may form a juſt 
idea of its more private ſcenes, do we ſee Jeſus 
wr ES 
tion, or honour among men, but purely for their 
good, and to promote their virtue and eternal 
happineſs. The aim of the Arabian falſe 
alter he had ſucceeded fo far as to have his miſſion 
„rr 
ends of ambition, and of ure, extrava 
ſenſual deſires. "OM — 
eſus taught and injoined his followers, by love 
1 kindneſs, and perſuaſive to win men 
over to his religion; and whilſt theſe methods alone 
vere purſued, it gloriouſly prevailed : Mahomet 
ſucceeded by carrying fire, and flaughter and deſo- 
lation, where any would not ſubmit to his law; and 
K 4 while 
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9 
Jeſus ordains one man to be the 


be locks up 


forbids may, 
1 


| 4 
neſs of virtue for 
where there is 2 marrying nor giving in 
marriage : the laſcivious Mahomet provides beau- ' 
teous damſels for his followers, with every thing 


CITIES Wanna, — 


Mr. Robinſon thus lays down what appears to 
betwixt the New Teſtament 


him the co! 
and the Koran, 
Inſpired Writers. 


1. The Word was Gop. 


jt. 1. 


' NEss or God's cok, 
and THE EXPRESSIMAGE 


OF nis PERSON. Heb. 


i. 3. 


3. He 


fall be called 


the Sou of God. Luke 


i. 35. 


2. Feſus 15THE BRIGHT- | 


| ould have a sox. 


the nature of Chriſt. 
Mahomet. 
1. They are inr1DELs 
who ſay, God is Chriſt. 
Sale's Koran. ch. v. 
2. Chriſt the ſon of 
Mary, is no more than 
an AeosSTLE. ch. v. 


3. Chriſtiansſay,Chriſt 
is the Sox of Gop. How 
are they infatuated! Far 
be it from God, that he 
ch. 


4. Jeſus 


iv. 
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4 FeſusChrift i: Loxv 4. Ju, is no other 
or a. Akts x. 36. than 4 $s£xvant. ch. 


xlin. 


| The whole of the paſſage in the Koran, from 
which our author makes his two firſt citations, is 


and be 
curious, ny — fy. Very 


« They are infidels, who fa 
« Gov is Cunls v the ſon of Mazr; ſince Cuntir 
* ſaid, o children of Isa Axt, ſerve Gon, my 
. 1 Lon p; whoever ſhall give a 
unto God, Gov ſhall exclude him 
72 and his habitation ſhall be hell- 
« fire, and the y ſhall have none to 
them. They are certainly infidels, who ſay, 
« Gop ts the third of three : for there is no Gon 
« befides ont God.— — Will not they therefore be 
turned to Gov, and aſk pardon of him? fince 
* God is and merciful. Curisr, — 
* fon of Maas, i no es" an 


4 bock did eat food wa 
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1. In the firſt inſtance ; ik, inſtead of 
them infide/s, Mahomet had al "that they who 
ſay, that Cop is Cuntsr, the ſon of Max v, are 
miſtaken chriſtians, 1 
for men may err in this important point as well as 
in others, and yet be true believers and acceptable 
to God, > REN ETHAN ho and as far as 


that if Mr. Robinſon himſelf 
ptly put to any one, even 
moſt orthodox; /s Gov Chrift, the ſon or 
Manv ? they would heſitate, and not immediately 
anſwer him in the affirmative. Nay, I much queſ- 

tion, whether any one can bring himſelf really to 
think, that Gop is Cunisr, the /on of Many, as: 
Mahomet puts it. So far is he from being in the 

wrong in this reſpeRQ. 

The text which our author oppoſes to Mahomet, 
to prove Chriſt to be God, John i. 1. The word 
prove no ſuch thing. 


was Gop ; has been ſhewn to 2 
| * not Chriſt who is the word there ſpoken 

of, (ſee p. 10.) but God himſelf ; as the apoſtle 
erpreſdy declares in the lame verſe, the word was 
| God, or Gov was the word. Should any one 


human being, Wen and the conſideration of ſuch 
things, joined to the conſtant tenour of the Scripture-decla- 
rations, „ ger» gt the eyes of all, ro diſtinguiſh be- 

all- perfect, all-ſufficient, eternal, unchangeable 
the benrrlen author and parent of all, and his well 

Son and 2 > who was once, whilſt 

we are now, ſubject to ſufferings and death; 

now, 3 his perfect obedience, raiſed to an immortal 
E. and crowned with glorv, in being the inſtrument of 
bringing the whole human race to ſhare with him in ſo aſto- 
niſhing a favour and felicity. 


2 | lays; 


10 
them reflect, that the ſame — i is 


uſed due Wiſdom, Prov. viii. 22, 23. $0. 


fe N me in the beginning of bis ways, 
— up — ever/ 


we e won or wiſdom here introduced by 
apoſtle : but in both places, to the 
eaſtern prophetic ſtile, is. is: God binddf. he © 
intended, .charaRteriſed by his wiſdom ; which is 
himſelf. EE COT 
us, in or any immediate addreſſes to the 
Almighty. Thus we fay ; Ai me, o thou gracious 
Power, that gaveſt me my being! Lead me, o thou 
Wiſdom .: thou pleaſeſt ! invoking 
God himſelf, by two of his attributes. 

2. With reſpelt to Mr. Robinſon's ſecond cita- 
tion from the Koran, there would have been no- 
thing to be blamed in it, if Mahomet had deno- 
minated Chriſt, an apaſtie of God. For fo Chriſt 
calls himſelf, —— that he was 
ſent from the Father, or. that the fn fn 
for being ſent is being an ; the ſame word, 
or one from the ſame root, being uſed in the ori- 
ginal. St. Paul, Heb. iii. 1. expreſely ſtiles Feſus 
Uri, the apoſtle of our pro But it was 
very wrong, and arultifible to ſay, that Chriſt 
was now more than an apoſtle. For he is ex- 
alted 40 be the Lord of chriſtians, and the final 
judge of the world. The crafty Mahomet how- 


ever, vas too guarded, to allow any ſuch extra- 


ordinary 


would give too much fplendor 


: 2, 
} is 
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ng that for Chriſt to be called 
the Son of God, by way of honour and diſtinQion, 


ple his own. It is poſſible, indeed, 
that he might be unwilling to admit it into the 
Koran, leſt he ſhould thereby give countenance 
grols ideas concerning the Deity, which 
the antient natives of Arabia had adopted, who 


* 


— 

ſpoke of God (e) as . 
that were angels. Sy 

4. In the laſt inflance, 2+ in e nal ws 
cannot help-aſcribing it to politic contrivance, to 
Nr 

no a 
p y confronts and confutes 


ſpeR to his followers, and to 
ind; and he himſelf knew how to aſſert it 


8 9, 
= 


; 
: 


; before he was born. Iſai 


xlii. 1. Mauch. | 
. His apoſtles, as before noted, fo 
AQs iv. 25. 27-30; 5 ouf 


b 


= 
H 


lun tranſlation, ſer van ut inflead or 
child. aq wr woah gr. 
this is en, as ſome have conſtrued it: 
that he is Lond 
God himſelf ; 


Rel 


ſentence, being part rt of Peter's diſcourſe to Corne- 


«« Innitled, The Declaration. of God's Unity. 
cc In the name of the moſt mercifal Goo, 


chapter is held in particular ven 
and declared, by a tradition of 
wier third par of the whole Korn -lbid. 
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fening forth Jeſus'Chriſt, as the Lord of all man- 
kind, Jews and heathens, who were thencefort 
to be'united under him. 
It Won after follows; If the generality of 
«: qwiſtians believe the divinity of a mere man, 
«- they' believe a Ne, and the ſpirit of truth, whom 


* the world cannot receive, hath forſaken the chriſ- 


Dan church, and dwells i In the moſques of a vile 
ory 
4 Although 1 ath perſuaded myſelf, and tink 1 
have clearly proved in the ſeries of this examina- 
tion, that thoſe who hold Jeſus Chriſt to be Jeho- 
vah, the ſupreme God, do widely err from the 
truth, I ſhould blame myſelf for ſaying, they Be- 
lie de à lie; for the uſe of this phraſe by the apoſtle, 
2 Theff. ii. 11. does not countenance its applica- 
tion in ſuch a way, by our author or myſelf; 
and though it be in itſelf a moſt prodigious defec- 
tion from the dofrine of the Scriptures concern- 
ing Chriſt, they who hold it, are convinced that 
they have ſufficient ground of evidence for it. 
Nor has the fpirit of truth wnol Iv forſaken the 
chriſtian church, though it has in this ene reſpect, 
for many ages, in its profeſſing to acknowlege je- 
ſus to be the moſt high God, and worſhiping him. 
Our Lord's promiſe to his diſciples, of tbe ſpirit 
of truth abiding with them for ever, was con 
to them in their apoſtolic office, and therefore not 
inconſiſtent with or contradicted by his followers 
afterwards falling into the. greateſt errors. The 
t of truth, ance the apoſtles quitted the ſta 
A d world, has — only in the holy — 
tures; and there it is that we are to ſearch for its 
diQates and decifrons, and not in the creeds and 
confellions of different churches or ſeQs of chriſ- 
tians, or in the concluſions of men, however pious 
and learned. The honeſt concluſions, which _ 


” 
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r 
thoſe Scriptures, are what we muſt 
and no miſtakes which we may chus fall imo, will 
affe our final ac with GO. 
as Mabomet was, and is juſtly ited; 
. 


* 4 5 ' 4 $0 4 4 


0 * was nt ** time it de formed the be- 
ow eltabli A new religion, Or, as expreſſed 
> (OS e 5K true and antient one, profeſſed by Adam, 
a T beakiie, Moſes, Jeſus, and all the prophets, by 
« defiroying the groſs + idolatry into which the generality of 
« his countrymen had fallen, and weeding out the corrup- 
tions and ſuperſtitions, which the latter Jews and, chriſ- 
* tians had, as he thought, introduced into their religi 
& and reducing it to its wn 1 Len which 
4 chiefly in the worfbip of one ods * 
8 hwy ty An the cli of cntheboln, . 
« defign to raiſe himſelf to the ſupreme government of his 
* country, I will not pretend to determine. The latter is 
« the general opinion of c>riftian writers, who agree .— 
« ambition, and the deſire of ſatisfying his ſenſuality, were 
« the motives of bis undertaking. It may be ſo: yet his | 
« firſt views perhaps were not ſo intereſted. His 
« defign of bringing the pagan Arab to the knowlege 
the true Gov, was certainly noble, and highly *. com- 
« mended. For 1 cannot ly ſubſcribe to the aſſertion 
« « of a late learned writer, (Dr. Prideaux, Life of Mahomet, 
p. 76.) that he made X. nation exchange their idolatry, 
22 religion as Mahomet was, no doubr, 
* fully farisfied in his con of the truth of his = 
point, tbe ber — which was what he chiefly 
* Std to; other docttines and inftitutions bein 


« rather accidental, and unavoidable, th | 
2 - acute being 


« Since then Mahomet was certainly himſelf perſuaded 
* of his grand article of faith, which in his opinion, was 
* violated by all the reſt of the world; not only by the ido- 
| * laters, but by the chriftians, as well thoſe who rightly wor- 

„ ſhiped Jh as Gop, as thoſe who ſuperſtitioully adored. 
© the virgin Mary, faints, and images, and alſo by 64 foes, 

« who are accuſed in the Koran taking Ezra for the ſon 
« of Gov: it is eaſy to conceive, he might think it a meri- 
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was 
4, | 


1 


a comics, it had fabihed tl, and well 
extinguiſhed Chriſtianity, by deſi 
in thoſe once flouriſh: 


111 


ins proſeſſors are believed to be more in number 
than chriſtians, 


% » Mahomet aroſe to that heighth, 
© the greateſt Revolations that ever happened in the world ; 
« which immediately gave birth to an empire, that in 80 
A En RT Ins 
* countries, than ever the Romas could in $00. 


t 


moſt the f 
ys I mean the empire of Terky. th 
in /adia 


r 


„ of bis all — 
ſo holy 

— mercy to us in 

** Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, will not yet conform ourſelves to 


* hve worthy of it.“ Prideaux—Life of Mahomet, 
firſt printed Prob 2 
L 


£ 


ly evinced, . 

Kev. ix. 1. e 

calamity was to 

prodiion of thi fr the Arabians and Sare- 
the chriſtian church from . - 


T w9 J : 
other, in their di 
divinity of Jeſus Chri 


each 


conſiſt of two perſons, 
while, the number o 


and women, called Saints, continually increaſing, 
with their idolatrous worſhip, and the 

Father of all and only true God, being in danger 
of being ſet aſide or 


by his creatures. 
with all its ſtains and 


of the Divine Unity, and to be a ſtanding 
vitnels againſt giving any equals, any aſſociates or 
companions to the infinite, almighty, eternal God, 
and Parent of the univerſe. e 

In the view of ſuch an awful viſitation, and 
deſolation of the chriſtian church, and bar put to 
us progreſs for ſo many ages and over fo large a 


© to have been rather owing to his ignorance than his malice. 

For his great misfortune was, his not having a competent 

* Enowlege of the real and pure doctrines of the chriffian 

religion; which was in his time ſo abominably corru 

** that it is not ſurprizing if he went too far, and 
= * to aboliſh what he might think incapable of reformation.” 
| Se Koran, Prelim. Diſc. p. 40. 
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it miniſters a peculiar ſatisfaQtion 
5 wk — — 


of the 
Sd — 


_ — 
And abov e all, (#) a reſurrection to life, and 

of _ ave] 1 in which men's 
attions, 
{m) & We alſo cauſed ** the ſon of Maur to follow 

<< the footſteps of the prophets, confirming the law which was 
| << ſent down before him; and we gave him the goſpel con- 
«« taining direction and light; confirming alſo the law which 
«< was given before it, and 4 direBtion and admonition unto 
«© thoſe who fear God : that they who have received the 
* 2 might judge according to what Gop hath re- 


: and whoſo judgeth not according to what 
20 Go 3 they are tranſgreſſors. Sale's Koran, 


creatures, and will hereafter reſtore 
ye return unto him. And on the 


among the idols, which they aſſociated with 
© God, and they all deny the fuſe gods, which they aſs 


1434 TEE Aal 


11 


1 


111 


to him. — When. 


Lon, in the 


goodnels 
3 


2 
1 fore commemorate the name of th 
+ and is the i | 


for the divine 


i. 


generati 
e 
tinue to enjoy ſo much of it, and of the means of 
+  _ virtuous improvement for a future ſtate, fo as to 
ſet them far, very far above what nature's light 

ever taught. 

| I: affords alſo a moſt pleaſing proſpeR, that the 
high regards expreſſed in the Koran for Moſes and 
Chriſt, will open an eaſy door to ſhew the falſe pre. 
tenſions of Mahomet, as a divine prophet, when 
chriſtians ſhall revert to the of (0) the only 
true God, and Father of all, and the ſimplicity of 
\ his worſhip ; and when they ſhall better adorn the 


of this falſe religion, fo juſt and true in this 
anticle of the Divine Unity, is a providential 
warning to chriſtians, to return to the doftrine of 
nature, and of every revelation given by the God 


(e) O ye who have received the ſcriptures, exceed not the 
* juft bounds in your religion, neither ſay of God any other 
«than the truth. Verily Cnatsr 4 
cc ee of Gon, and his Word which he conveyed 
* unto Maar, and a fpirit proceeding from him. Believe 


binkon's file and manner, in the few words that 
to the doctrine of the Divine Unity, as 
in the Koran. It would ſeem as if he felt 
babe er the all hd wers ke. 


« We anſwer the unity of God is diſcoverable 
| * by the light of nature ; it is a truth of natural 
: but the doArrine of Chriſt's perſon i 


no * what the 1 of chriſtians 


e i it 
and it has been abundantly ſhewn 


may be proved, 
re by a 
4 | Rrange 


L 


L £52 J . 


firange unſcriptural multiplication of Deity, and 
by their joining two other Jeſus and the 
Holy Spirit, with the ſupreme Father, and call. 
ing them, theſe three perſons, one God. Some 
things Mr. Robinſon ſcatters in different parts 
of his work, tending to ſhew that the divine unity 
is not broken, by his aſſerting Jeſus to be the ſu- 
preme God. But they are of no validity. Thus, 
p-. 26, citing John x. 20. J aud my Father are 
ons; he ſays, with reference to it, According 
to my ſyltlem, Jeſus, the Father, and the true 
* God, ARE ONE.” But it may equally be proved, 
by the like argument, that Jeſus, the Father, the 
eleven diſciples, and the true God, Art ONE. For 
Chriſt prays, John xvii. 11. Holy Father, keep in 
thy name thoſe whom thou baſt given me ;' that THEY 
may be on, as WE ARR. Inthepallages of Scrip- 
ture hitherto by him, it has been ſhewn, 
and will be ſeen in all that remain, that he is in- 
tively miſtaken in his deduQtions from them, that 
Chriſt is Jehovah, the ſupreme God. For that the 
the Father of the univerſe, by himſelf 
alone, is God, the only true God; and Jeſus Chriſt 
is no perſon or part of the Deity, more than any 
other creature may be ſaid to be, when receiving 
| a commilſion and extraordinary power from the 
Father of all, to ast in his name, or by his expreſs 
direQtion and authority, and thereby more nearly 
as it were related to and connetted with him. 
Whatever efforts be uſed, it ſeems to me that 
it will not be poſſible to ſet aſide the unity of God, 
tayght by Mahomet, without condemning that which 
Moles taught and Jeſus adopted (Deut. vi. 4. Mark 


| xii. 28, 29.) from him: both of whom this falſe pro- 


phet acknowleged to have been prophets of God, 
and in this great point copied after them. We have 
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Rrong proof of this, in a valuable work (p' X 

holy Subliſhed, being A n 

hometiſm and Chriſtianity, in their hiſtory, their 

« evidence, and their effects; where it is very | 
83 | 


aſter having juſtly, and with muc 
encrgy remarked, that there is nothi 
fine deſcriptions of the Deity and of his 

Qtions, which affect us fo 
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1 
I 


fue exiftence of Three Perſons in the Godhead 
| Where in the Bible is this faid; or where is it to 
| Chriſt or his ; but principally 
| Ts on a SOIC 
_ aſcribed io Athanaſius ; which Archbiſhop Tillot- 
fon, a 1 the Church of England 
were well rid of ; waosz Reformation, one of his 

pious and upright (n) ſucceſſors, a few years ago, 


(=) See Archbiſhop Herring's approbation of Dr. Clarke's 
Reformed — Prayer 5H in a letter to Dr. Jortin, 
in the year 1753. New Review by Mr. Maty, Vol. I. 


5. 241. 
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worſhip and invoke in prayer each of theſe Per. 
fons — and imagine all the while 

| worſhip but one Cod; but this will have no effeR 
upon thoſe, who find no exiftence of any Perſon, as 
God, in the Scriptures, but the Perſon * the Ak 
mighty Father alone ; and who feel it a thing im- 
pollible to be adminicd, that three intelligent agents 
_ are numerically one intelligent agent; for that 
the three divine Perſons, as chriſtians commonly 
underſtand them, ſpeak of them, and addreſs them 


in prayer ; are three Gods. 
| Near the cloſe of his work, Mr. White gives 
this 


encomium of the ſacred writers; that, 
of bewildering us in intricate and abtra 


po pe ye pp but 
Jehovah, the Loa p our God, from being God, or 


; and deſtroys, what he ſtiles p. 81, * the 1 


« facred and myſterious dofQrine of a Trinity in 
* Unity.” For when Chriſt ſays of Jchovah, the 
Ions our God; that nix only we are to ſerve: he 


3 of the Unity of God; 
= ban toy pet ne doArines be 
adopted; yet in worſhiping and calling upon all 
to worſhip the God of Moſes, and 3 
was a worlhiper of the one true God. 


SEC. 
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SEC TIO NN 
Whether numberleſs paſſages of Scripture have . no 
ſenſe, or a 2 7+ po if Jeſus Chriſt be 4 
E next head of our author's work, is thus 
« Confider what numberleſs paſ- 
« ſages of Scripture have no ſenſe, or a very abjurd 
„ one, if Jeſus Chriſt be a mere man.” He then 
thus proccet; to give a few inſtancegy, 
« Tefus Cu iſt was (q) made of the ſeed of David 
* according to the fleſh. Rom. i. 55 What a ſtrange 
00 A K as well 2 oo was 
« made of the ſced of Benjamin according to the fleſh. 
ju -— when? ſuch a Gying mean * *. 
Our author is very unlucky at his firſt ſetting 
out; ſince the very paſſage he produces, is a dirett 
aſſertion of the apoſtle's, that Jeſus Chriſt was a 
mortal man. For that is intended by the phraſe, 
« being made of the ſeed of David according to the 
« fleſh.” This will appear from attending to the 


| (iy) mad: of the ſeed of David] It ſhould be Gore, not 
made > as it ought alſo to be rendered, Gal. iv. 4. bers of a 
woman, c. Grotius well ſays, cap exiffere; he then began 


ing of being bern. And when chriſtians are at liberty from 
ancient inveterate prejudice to make uſe of their underſtand- 
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meaning of it in other parts of the ſacred writings, 
eſpecially thoſe of Paul. 

As ui. go. That of the fruit of bis loing, ac- 
to the fleſh (), be would raiſe up Chrift ; 
i. e. of che fruit of his mortal body ; one of his 
neal 
Rom. is. 4. My kinjnen according to the Jo; 

i. e. in this mortal Rate. 
—— 5. Of whom, as concerning the fleſh, 
rather, according to the fleſh, To Xa7% Tapxa, Chriſt 
came - i. e. from whom Chriſt, in his mortal ſtate, 
deſcended. © 


2 Cor. v. 16. Wherefore henceforth know we no 


man alter (zara capxa, according to) the fleſh ; 
yea, though we bave known Chriſt after the fleſh, 
yet now benceforth know we him no more. 1. e. 
Being now wholly devoted to Chriſt in the ſervice 
of the goſpel, be would know no man after the fleſh, 
i. e. would not be ſwayed by any mortal connec- 
tions: nay, had he known Chriſt in his mortal 
ſtate, or been of his near kindred, he would not 
value himſelf for it: as it was not a thing that 


— at all, * 


"" Eph. vi. 5. Col. iii. 22. Servants, be obedient | 
to your maſters according to the fleſh : i. e. your 
maſters in this mortal ſtate. = 

, v. 7. Who (i. e. Chriſt) in the 
fleſb, (i. e. in the time of his mortal life) when 


NEN man ne mar. . a. l. 
7. Rom. iii. 20. Gal. * 3 ara cafe, 


days of his 


then of this paſſage, whatever 
our author would fix upon it, is; that Chriſt was 
a mere man, a mortal creature. And there would 
have been nothing abſurd, if our apoſtle, in ſpeak- 
ing of himſelf, had adopted the ſame language 
which he uſes concerning his divine maſter ; that 
he (Paul) was made or born of the ſeed of Benja- 
win according to the fleſh. And the anſwer to 2 
here, what would ſuch a faying 
mean ?” 1s; it means and d that in 
the account and eſtimate of Paul, Jeſus Chrift 
a (i) human creature as well as himſelf. 
But then, left any ſhould go away with the no- 
tion, that by his being a mortal, or mere man, as 
_ 0 OE 
he was in no reſpect above the ordinary rate of 
men ; the apoſtle, it well deſerves to be obſerved, 
goes on to add; that he was alſo, ver. 4. declared 
(or demonſtrated) 0 be the Sox of God (i. e. (u) the 
Chriſt, the Meſſiah) with * to the 
ſpirit of bolingſs (or the holy ſpirit), by the reſur- 
What now does Paul tell theſe chriſtians at 
Rome, to whom he is writing, in theſe four firſt 


* 
oy 


(z) It js the fil in which cur Land Hebe of himſelf, in 
his preſent exalted ſtate in heaven; Ian Jeſus of Nazareth, 
Ae xxii. 8: as though he had ſaid ; I am be wwho was once 4 

w | 


EXP ohlevros, 
lared to be the Son of God, the 
5 t promiſed with power 
according to the bo ſpirit, 1. e. atteſtations of 
a divine 'moſt extraordinary power, manifeſted at 


miniſtry, and was molt particularly exerted 
reſurreftion from the dead, which wiped 
all the ignominy af his laſt ſufferings and 


"I hive eden fo much on this paſſage for 
lake of obviating our author's trivial conclu- 
Lions 1 it; but becauſe it exhibits a clear ac- 
| and true charafter of Jeſus 
appeared to the apoſtle. 
is thus put: Great is the myſtery 
22 Cad wes manifeſt in the fleſh, 1 Tim. 

*. iii. 16. According to the principle which we 
8 St. Paul fays, Great is the myſtery of 


2 What? r 
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which acccompanicd him during his 
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ohn xiv. 19. 
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the Father 
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heard 


« em kh ſeem we, hath 


| parti Em, or COmes to 
the high notions Try 
into which it has led him, 
Our author then adds, ; © O Father, glorify ban 
t ne with thine ownſelf, with the glory which Thad. 
r <pith thee before the world ua. John xvii. 5. 
According to the notion which we oppoſe, our. 
Saviour means; glorify me with the glory which 
« as decreed for me before the world was. As 
« well might Paul have ſaid, when he was ſhip- 
« wrecked; fave: us on boards and on — 
«< pieces of the ſhip, with that ſafety which we had 
« with thee before the world was. 
Whoever conſiders our Saviour's ſituation at 
the time of his offering this prayer to Almighty; 
God, and what he afterwards mentions concerning: 
_ this glory that he here prays for, viz. that he had 
promiſed it 20 his diſciples, and that they were 40; 
thare with him 1 in it; „ that it was not any 


dignity, 
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now 1 


Hh 


— 


By 
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11 


ality ! A creature did not think of 
< rankinghimſelf with the creator! The humbleſt 
* effort of the wiſeſl human mind, was only not to 
« equel ek with Jehovah” —© 
en doen intimated above, tha there is 
degree of negligence in our author far from being 
commendable, in recurring fo often to our faulty 
exit travilacee of thic verſe, which fo muck 


s meaning. For in ex- 


- (x). There is. a fine paſſage, in a letter from the churches | 
of Lyons and Vienne in France, written ſoon after the year 
777, concerning their brethren who underwent the moſt cruel 


 cortures for the goſpel at that time; which Hhews that they au- 


derflood the ape ile s words in the ſenſe. we have given thew- 
| wich ſaying ; * Ft may be worth the while e 1ake ſome: 
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the forementioned martyrs is 
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to be care 


followers 


1 other things 1 
mind ; 


Who alſ» were fo far 


« what more 
„ humanity of 
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in what is farther alleged f . 
ambiguous meaning gf the 
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prophet ſaid to David, 2 Sam. xii. g. Thos 
Lauer Uriah the Hittite with 
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of extckizing, vill bay any one, that this is the 
real fact. 


=Q: Whois Jeſus Chrin? A. Jeſus Chrif u. 
* man. 1 Tim. ii. 5. Jeſus rift is Go. Joanie.” 
One wonders bow 


u to put his own words inſtead of the apoſtle', 
and cite them as the apoſtle's(y). The apoſtle 
ſays, The Word was God; and though it is My. 
Robinſon's opinion, that the term Word 
fignifies Jeſus Chriſt, he ſhould not have ſubſtituted 
adifferent term from the apoſtle s to coumenance 
his own notions, and put, Chriſt is God, inſtead of 
De Word was God. ke ion Is 
intirely his on. For we have ſeen above that the 
genuine words and right conſtruttion of them, do 
not favour any ſuch extravagant hypotheſis. A true 
primitive chriſtian would have 
ri uu man, and not God ; and would 
have quoted that aſſertion of Paul's ; To us, there it 
but one Gad, the Farber; x Cor: vin. 6. Eph. iv. 6. 


Chriſt? A. 
EET — 


Jeſus : but wedo | 
— | 


225 — hauls we have = 
lacxed writings, if t ho tranſcribed, or quoted from 
them. in ancient times, had been as bald, or as careleſs and 


a5 our author! 
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rep lied to him ; Fol | 
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St. Paul, Col. ii. nothing 
e 


Oer author with his _ catechumen. 
"Do cbriſtiansthink the Father is the 


viz. 
bing in th form of God, 
ene Phil. 
Here again, this falſe render · 
4 in, to place 
humble Jeſus (or bis built is the — 
tte apoſtle is proving, 1 6e 
ee 
1 on Do not 
N 
* hor the We : 
* Lord our God is one Lord; Ar 
* and there is none other but be. Mark xii. 29. 32. 
A primitive chriſtian would certainly have made 
ſuch an anſwer; but i is nx t, dees ren 
i, who is b. S. 
n e aer 
* and PROPERLY God. P. 9. The writers of the 
+ ip Tons ny, fm their readers 
Goo? In Custer 18 TRULY AND PROPERLY 


* A. No. 
ii. 6,0.” 


| 1 2 J 
« words, any credit to be given to ſeſus, Jz$5; 
«< 1s Jann, THE Gop or Israri.” But Telus 
in his own words, in his prayer to the Father, for 
himſelf and his followers, moſt expreſsly deſcribes 
that benevolent Parent of himſelf and of all beings, 
to be the only true God; John xvii. 1. 3. O Fa- 
THER !—4bis is life eternal, to know THEE, Tas 
ONLY rau Gop, and Feſus Chrift whom rut 


eſus himſelf to be 


truly and properly God, 
ab, of Ifracl, who can abſolve him 
_ 1 


8 
-ty 


45 
4 


Hl 


8 | 
1 
b 


FF 


2, 


7 K* 


| 


if 


& 
8 
8 
8 


contradict him, and tell him he did it; not 
conſdering, that by ſuch comments of their own, they make 
him who was che truth itſelf, a diſſembler, and ſhut out all 


beſt underſtandings, we 
poſſible that a late and juſtly admired author ſhould 
attempt to build t s doA&rine of two natures in Chriſt, on ſo 
4 — a foundation, as the following extract exhibits. 
* myſterious union of the divine and human natures in 
* the of Chriſt, was plainly ſhadowed out, and might 
N eV pr oy ; Which 

how ; predicted meanneſs, afferings, 
and the ignominious death of the Meffiah ; and now with 


4 | — © 
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L we ] 

our's, & Part of it. But our concern and inquiry 

rr 
and providence, but about thoſe things which Cod 
— . — 2 
| there is any thing difficult or myſterious in the 
divine unity. But they appear to confider, and 
we are lefi by them to conſider, God as one per- 


; they give us not the leaſt ground to 
God to conſiſt of two, three, or more per- 


every page of the facred volumes ; and 
0s np optlicy that is tab] vs to be in it, or 
is to be found in it. Our author however, 


having receded fo far from the true Scripture- 


doftrine ing God and Chriſt, might well 
Is not this a little myſterious ? 


Th of the deity, both of the 
Father, and of Chrift, is a , in which are 
aſures of wiſdom and knowlege. J 
T would not be uncandid: but I cannot but 
fay, that no books will bear to be fo treated, as our 
author here and elſewhere treats the Scriptures : 
everlaſting. 


fon, as we, each of us, conſider ourſelves (a) as one 


* 1 - —_ * * 


| bor ep as 2 % 
; and-ghexeby deceives the reader, an if 
Paul 


of the Father; — es. Ao 
whatſoever. 7 

The true ſtate of the matter is this. The 2 
his ene Gem e 


de gentile chriſtian of Coloſſe and 
Lacdicea, might be firmly united in mutual love, 


he g purſuit of the truth he-preaghed, ſo as 
1 acknow- 
hns of b6.cnfer. of Col thy Father, 


of Chriſt, The 
and Ae exclude, 
IE EDI, ö 


ma. key | 

(e)“ The myſtery of Ged. even the Father and 
e ue, is that 
1 K. i. 26. 27. in the belief of which our 


- 0 


2 Had he here meant any other than 
2 have certainly told us what it was. This m 
the 1 of God, the Father, as it ——_ fince it. 


ſpoke of the deity: of. Chriſt. as well as of that = 


* 


* 
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it. 
to 
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conkder. 
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1. 
of pure revelation, atural re 
fon, and therefore they confound believing with 
reaſoning. God requires me to believe the 
deity of Jeſus Chriſt. Deity is an inviſible ob- 
was bad 6 4 By ini. 9. and nz made it hnown, Eph. 
— Prog - It is alfo called rbe myfery of Chrif, 
ov. 3. „i. 42 nor is it it ſhould be 
r ae 
1 | 5 
e and of Chrif, was, that be 
#. - * 
i is This" an exceltent note of Pore 


« ject. 


L * 1 
u gest. I never ſaw, nor ever cohceived an objet 
1 aivlogous to it. I cannot reaſon about it. 1 


«believe it. 
Ice doctrine of Chriſt being 


g the ſupreme God, 
which our author ſeeks to eſtabliſh, were to be 
plainly legible throu the 
-doarine of the unity of the 


as is cauſe 


to this, he 


l 


2 
FF 


Ie. 
1 


f 


Ft 


q 
f 
: 
3 
2 


appeared to the reader, that Almighty 
ief of any deity but his own : 
far from requiring us to believe the deity of 
Chriſt, az has moſt ſtrittly forbidden us (4) 


it has 
requires no belief 


121 


S 


7 
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NTT. but his own. And there. 
CET ds that our au- 

1 nom RemGeif in this matey, and 
by ſuch a vain imagina- 


Qur author 
goes on; 


ii. „Ren miſtake by ſubjecting God to laws, 
« 'which actually prevail in ſome caſes ; but which, 
« we dare not lay, prevail in all. The rev. Mr. 
« Lindſey ſays, ( hriſt's charakter as mediator is 
c UTTERLY INCOMPATIBLE with the practice of 
* making him the object of religious worſhip. 
« He canxnorT be God, and the miniſter of God. 
« Is Mr. Lindley ſure of this? Were we to grant, 
« that nothing like this paſſeth among men, would 
« it certainly follow, that nothing like this paſſeth 
* in heaven? The poſſible world is a region un- 
o and it is raſh to ſay, God cannot be 
« this. he cantat do that. St. Paul writes, as if 
* he God could do this.” 

It does not appear that Mr. Lindley aflerts any 
thing that is wrong ; or inan improper manner. For 
though our author makes him to ſay, that God cannot = 
be this, cannot do that; he only ſays, that Chriſt 
cannot be both God and the ſervant of God. It 
would be abſurd to aticmpt the proof of ſuch a 

: and therefore Mr. Robinſon lets that 
alone. But he ſuppoſes he 28 Paul to 


an a firm and perfe? faith, that God is one; * 
is no unity like bin: le 4235! i, and fall be exernalh, 
our God. Tephilloth, 1 6 
London. Printed by Tooke. 

cepted 


there in theſe texts to prove 
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r but in St. Paul it is, : 
022 bn Feb. g. 9 
i . 
"The verd ef cor wenn; & 
e the apoſtle's words 
are, pberihnhe a, —cuapsge aurw wa, we labour to 
be approved of, or, acceptable to him, i. e. to Chriſt ; 
(1 Cor. v. 9, 10.) viz. at the future day of 
ment; as he proceeds to mention. Now what is 
Chriſt to be any thing 
but the high! ſavoured ſon, Ser 
of God, and by no means God himſelf? I take no 
note of Spb. v. 27, as unworthy of regard. But his 
lightly paſſed over. I ſhall 


Mr. Robinſon. 


__ Luka for FRY Taz onEAr God, and 
appearing the our Saviour Ch 

= and þ 4 Sa- GAVE — 2 1 

THAT HE MIGHT redeem 

us from all miquaty, and 


PU and UNTO HIMSELF 


ee 


that ſome of the fathers took 


Lit tor 
, as there us 


the way he does; which the original 
the other 
the con- 

text, 


an am bi in it: though 
e and agreeing with 


ebe 


L 


it was Jeſus ——— ane} he 


- 
- = 


our author puts, Tus RAT 
GAVE HIMSELF for us, THAT Gon, 


RIFY UNTO HIMSELF, &c.; all th 


nify, the 1 
RT 


| 1 1 1 
reaſons for it ; that they might uſe cheir own n judg- 
ment on the point. Whereas, as the paſlage now 
bands the generality of readers, high and low, who 

A 
cheinſdves, will be 


demeaning notions of God; while 
aſe, of » Glen © a different caſt, will have their preju- 


againſt the Bible, for 
A abſurd, incredible things K 
in criticiſm, p. 75. is with our au- 


the 


iii. 
an another ſource of men's not — 
Divinity of Jeſus Chriſt. And in 
he brings in again the caſe of 
he had laboured through ten 
addreſs t 


of this, 
N 
pages be ima- 
ade: by that holy man to Chriſt, 
ſtances, under the i 
of a e vifion, in which Chriſt had been 
exhibited to him in ; to be neverthclels a 
for all chri ; every where to pray to 
rere 
Bur this ſubject has been canvaſſed above, p. 86, 
&c, to which I would refer. - | 
. He goes 7 le 1 
« the critical 21 difſeRion of exp 4 ww. a | 
. mention- 


way, in which he is not 

I have read Dr. 

Clarke, ſays he, and a hundred doQtors more: 
« and I have read alſo a ſaying of one, ho al- 
TEES K 


into and confirmed in 


[ abs ] 
upon his honoured name. Whether the want of 
ſome {kill in criticiſm, be not one, among many 


cauſes, of our author's manifeſt 
true meaning of the 8. 


ignorance of the 
the reader will 
of all the — — cited by him. In his 
notes we meet with ſeveral inſtances of his defi- 
| ciency in this reſpett: one of which I ſhall exhibit. 
Dur Lord, after his reſurrettion, being about to 
take a final leave of his apoſtles, ſpoke to them ; 
(Matth. xxviii. 18, 19.) Atl power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth. CE and 
Aſciples of all nations, &c. To come at the true 
meaning of this declaration, it is proper to obſcrve, 
though it has been touched upon before ; that 
Chrilt the ; the his choſen diſci- 
les, to whom he addreſſes himſclf ; the time of 
bis leaking, and all other circumſtances, plainly 
lead us to conclude, tha. he bere refers only to 
that divine extraordinary power, which he had not 
long before promiſed his diſciples on the part of 
Almighty God, and which was now ſoon to be con- 
ferred upon them, to enable them to preach the 
golpel with ſucceſs throughout the world. And 
although he ſays; ALL power is given unto me; ſuch 
— ll in all writings, are, in all fair 
conſtruQtion, to be limited and — 1 
occaſion, the fituation and circuinſtances 
Speaker, &c. Our author however, takes the 
word ALL in its utmoſt latitude, to fignify infinite 
fower ; and argues upon his own groundleſs ſup- 
polition ; boldly averring, p. 104, When it is 
1 objeftcd to us, All power is given to Jeſus, there 
« fore he is en God. We , All power is 
given to clus, therefore he is God,” and ſo on. 
To © prove a that the term, to give, does 
W330 
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dence of the receiver in that fag. * 
to ſay; © The word give is equivocal. 
« n 
« take it for the acknowlegement of a a right. 
« The word dd is very vague; and wo be to 
« the ſyſtem that reſts on its preciſe 1 
What a fine inference is this! — 
* and ſtrength and worſhi 
124 chovah is not - 
« only a ſubordinate God; for he derives 
from magiſtrates. All is given to 
« ſaid our Redeemer; that is, all heaven 
« what the Jews deny, that I am Lord of all. 
« Father hath given me power over all fleſh ; 
rr 
* as God, and he has conſtituted the'dilplay 
jn me, Jeſus, the man.” To ſuch idle 
earned ſophiſtry, no reply can be 


imagi 

n ſerious a ſubjeB, as 
SECTION M. 
Concluding Obſervations. 


arge 
a 
2 be the moſt high God, 


F 


riling of the ſun, 


And from the welt, that there is none beſide Me: 
Jam J=covan, and none elſe; 


that I am IENHOVAH; 


by thy name, the Gov of 


the treaſures of darknefs; 
hidden in ſecret places: 


know 
know, from the 


deep 


_y 


Jad. 
I am Jznovan, and none elſe ; 


Beſide me there is no God : 


That thou may 
1 


That 


Til 


— 2 Hz is God : a 
Who formed the earth and made it; He hath e- 
_ blibedn: 
He cremed it not in vain ; for he formed it to be 
inhabited ; „ 
Lam Janovan, and acne beſides : 


„ NIE: in a dark place of the 
I have not ſaid to the feed of Jacob, ſeek ye me 


r who ſpeak trut, who give de 
Ade yourives es, eee | 


. ye that are eſcaped 


from 


among the 
| They know nothing, that carry about the wood, 
- which they have carved; 


That addreſs themes in prayer to god, which 
cannot ſave. 


1 bring them near ; and let 


Who hath made this known long before, hath de- 
clared it from the firſt ? , 

W 2 than whom there is no other 
a — * 
there is none beſide me 1 


of — 
4 fo eg, I — — 


beſide 


given of John i. 1, 2, &c. that t 
which all things are faid to be made, (if 


I ſhall barely point out a few other paſ- 
of Scripture, totally inconſiſtent with the 
id of * 
one, 


Chriſt, or any other perſon, being God 
the Almighty Father himſelf. Our 


9 


2 


devout prayer, 


1 


1 
Fr 


never yet 

God, Jehovah, and to ſpeak leſs reſpettful 
ſacred writers for uſing the language they do 
him, if he be not God. 


1 * ) 


a. 2. RS 


holy one of God, the bleſſed Jeſus, was fo far from 
alluming any thing to himſelf as God; that he con- 
fandly declared, that he received all his power 
from him, and was ſent and acted by 


© inferied, 1 
v. 7. bye or miſtake, to favour the no- 

.riſt being God: Yet the general tonour 
of the whole is fo full and clear, that one Perſon, 
even that of the Almighty Father, is God alone, and 
no other; as to bear down any ſuggeſtion to the 
contrary, that might ariſe from one or two ſuch 


particular pallages. So that it is a moſt natural I 


account and concluſion, which we are told of; 
that when (a) Job Ben Solaman, the African prince 
(who was maſter of the Arabic, and had acquired a 
competent knowlege of the engliſh language,) was 


in England about fifty years ago, and was aſked, 


alter reading the New Teſtament, if be found three 


ian, and an Athanaſian, 1784. p. 23. note. Gods 
; 


189 J 
: he = — wo! ONE GREAT . 


ives the new name of ener- late, | 
to be the God that to the 
and to Moſes, 6 
Jehovah, the Lord their God. p. 4. 


© Þ 


| It is not eaſy to deſcribe the great harm that is 
done and the goſpeb by 


inquiries are thrown quite into 
2 e evelation 
thei 


it is a point of t ſequence, 
little charity for thoſe that differ f 
nay, they will oftentimes proceed fo far as to 
them wicked, their enemies, and enemies to God, 


great miſchief reſulting from the aſcrip- 
tion of ſuch contradictory impoſſible doarines con- 
a the 


as our author continually uſes 
D eſus 
riſt is the ſupreme Cod; they are re 
averſe to the whole ſyſtem of revelation; they 
look upon it to be all a riddle and uncertainty, 
and turn away from it. 

The misfortune farther is, that with ſuch writers 
there is no alternative; but if you do not ſubſcribe | 


) % The apoſtles, ſays he, ought to have | an idea 
EN rn 
<< bave not done fo. ee 
* lo; ie God to Chrif = 44 ri is God, 
B — 9 . p- 22 — 


to 


| pre 

to injure the golpel, and to believe little of it. 
« To deprive chriſtianity of its myſterics,” ſays 
our author towards the cloſe of his work, p. 109, 
« js to reduce it to a feeble human ſcience; we 
get rid of myſtery and motive together. ad 


1. It is 
r not certain, that Jews and Turks reje chriſ- 
« tianity on account of our dottrine of Chrilt's 
_« divinity.” 

Ss enema ws bane who can doubt 
of a fact of ſuch great notoriety, as that one great 
cauſe of the rejeQion of the by Jews and 
Mahometans, is the doctrine of the Trinity, and of 
Chriſt's divinity in particular. But I ſhall produce 
the contrary ſentiment of Dr. Jortin, whom Mr. 
Robinſon cites with reſpett; not with a view to 
oppoſe one man's aſſertion to another's, but be- 
cauſe what the Doctor advances falls in ſo direQly 
with the ſubjeR of this work. That judicious and 
moſt learned writer, in making ſome remarks on 
the difficultics attending the converſion of the 
Jeus, fays, Eccleſ. Hiſt. vol. iii. p. 438. © Ano- 
ther great and well known difficulty in the con- 
« verſion of the Jews, (as alſo of the Mahometans,} 
is the doctrine of the holy Trinity, which they 
have always been taught to look upon as not 
« reconcileable with the unity of God.” Going 
on then to point out what method it might be 
beſt to purſue in their converhon, he adds; It 
vill be well worth the while to conſider, how the 

« oldeſt 


| things that have been 
_ * &y Chrift himſelf.” Jultini Opera, 
P. 143» 144+ | 
Thus we fee, that this early chriſlian writer, wedded as 
he was to his own notion of Chriſt's preexiſtence, did never- 
thelefs allow thoſe to be chriſtians as well as himſelf, for 


. 


uw 


ich induced me to give it 
of Chriſt's 


been able to tranſlate it. For, 


have 


, wh 


of Juſtin 
the matter 


manner 1 


Wi 


BEV 


at 
7 
« anſwering 
* | 
757 e 
fer this, remarkable 
katter made to it. to be ob. 
. 4 75 
ment, and of „ do bath of | 
them agree of Amſter. 
dam, that if Chri him to be the 
molt high God, the would have 
been bound by their bim to death 
for it. And as both golpel came 
other, this i . | 


1 


Dee The prophet, who 
des wy epi oy vor 


Ma, whom the Fews expect, fhou 
doftrine r require bi 
| d to as a | prophet. : ; 
TR To pon and concluſion | 
I replied ;- that Feſus Chriff always declared bim- | 
Jelf to be the meſſenger, and jon of the Father ; and 
required men to believe in bim only at fuch. Ne 


dath 


Br 


f 


FR 


: 
f 
: 


: 


Serr] daes wet mo to ſabuation."* 


«* credends, and were we to reduce it to the goſpel 
« of Socrates, or to the more refined golpel of 
4 Profeſſor Hutcheſon, would it convert the Turks 


id not worſhip him, nor any other perſon, 
ſingle perſon of Jehovah, the almighty 
Creator of all things, the God of Abra- 
ſrael, the one, only true God. 
But ſomething muſt be faid in of two 
ſuch eminent teachers of truth and virtue; who, 
notwithſtanding the diſreſpeQful way in which they 
3 be obo wager et their 

benefit mankind to lateſt generations. 

Thete i no need of leſſening what was and 


. 


96 1 
s, 2s much as he ſurpaſſed the Athenian phi. 
her in moral excellence. How defeQtive the 
leftures and exhortations of the latter muſt have 
been, in the moſt excitement to virtue of 
all others, the hope of the divine favour for ever 
which the goſpel holds forth, appears in the account. 
that Plato gives of his maſter's behaviour and con- 
_ verſation with his friends in his laſt moments; 
where he appears under much about | 
a future ſtate. 8 ;, inflead of 
ating the morality is nt it 
would be better to make our fellow - chriſtians ac- 
quainted with the holy rules which he laid down 
to himſelf and to others, and the heighth of virtue 
to which he attained by them, of which too man 
chriſtians with their advantages, come - 
greatly ſhort. In proof of this we may allege one 
op his daily practice, in his own words, from 
rr 
excuſe his ſpeaking in his own commendation. 
* However you may underſtand it,” ſays he to his 
judges, *I think a greater bleſſing never beſell 
this city, than my miniſtry among you, which 
« I have received from God. For I do 
« elſe, but go continually about, (e) perſuading 
* both young and old, not to be ſo much ſolicitous 


(e) He had faid a little before; If therefore, as I ob- 
«« ſerved, a er nk ny pany; Toh 


90 hes l e ar” Tr rar, Fours 
„ are not you anxious after riches and fame 
«© and by nours : N 


« auiſdem and truth, and acquiring a habit of virtue and 


* — Socr. p. 25, 26. Cantab. 1683. 
« 
« t9 


2 — 4 1 ſhould reply, Þ} 
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« to gratify the bodily appetites, to heap up wealth, 
« or to gain any outward advantage whatſoever ; 
« asto improve the mind by the continual exerciſe 
of all virtue and goodneſs. And I ſay to them, 
« that a man's true value doth not ariſe from his 
« riches, or from any outward circumſtances of 
« life : but that true riches, and every real good, 
« whether public or private, proceeds wholly from 
« yirtue. If any one therefor: ſay, that in teach- 
ing theſe things, 1 the youth of this city, 
« he ſhould ſhew that theſe things are ici 

« and hurtful,” &c. (7) That fine and 
true chriſtian, Eraſmus, thought far higher of 
Socrates than our author. I ſhall gratify the reader 
with an extract out of one of his ies, a 
book put into our hands at ſchool, but which in 
many parts may inſtruQ and cdify us in our riper 
years. It is in that which he intitles, A Religious 
Entertainment. © I never remember,” ſays one 
of the company, © to have read any thing in hea- 
then antiquity, that ſeemed more exactly to cor- 
« reſpond with the character of a true chriſtian, 
* than Sucratcs's ſhort ſpeech to Crito, juſt as he 
« was going to drink the poiſon, by which he was 
condemned to end his life. Whether, ſays he, 
« God will approve my actions or no, 1 cennot tell. 
« But this 1 know, that it has been my conſtant 


1 e 
vert Jews and T and he aſterward terms 
it, « the reducing of the golpel to an enfeebled 
« ſyſtem of mere moral phi ſophy.“ I cannot 
Nr 

of this worthy perſon, that he was leſs a chriſtian 
ann nor any motive 
for it, unleſs his piety and chriſtianity were of too 
rational a complexion to pleaſe ſome perſons. Such 
a can hardly be formed from any of Dr. 
Hutc — that are extant : for he did 
not publiſh any thing direttly upon the goſpel. In 
his treatiſe on Moral Philoſophy be does no touch 
_ his ſubject not leading him to it. But he 
is p mindful therein to ſecure, and in- 
culcate on his pupils, a belief of, and inward regard 
to God, the firſt and great relation of all rational 

veings, as what was to influence them in all other 
ings ; which was laying a good foundation for 
he 4 And though he inforced his moral 
leſſons by other motives than thoſe of the 
yet they were not ſuch as were inconſiſtent, 
concurred with it ; and we have need of every 
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(s) A ſyiem of Moral Philoſophy, by 
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: '& of the New Teſtament; and not from the party. | 
n This 
«< was the moſt crowded of all his leQures ; as al 
« the different ſorts and ranks of ſtudents, being 
< at liberty from their peculiar purſuits on this 
« day, choſe to attend it, Y being always ſure of 

pleaſure and inſtruttion. This 


— of his chacafter from Dr. Leechman's 
p. Xxix, xxx. wiſhing our author nothing 
n I can wiſh him nothing better than that as 
a man, a chriſtian, and teacher of truth, he may 
reſemble Profeſſor Hutcheſon. 
No ſymptoms of vanity or ſelf-conceit,” ' fays | 
his biographer from perſonal know . ap- 
« peared in him. He ſought not after fame, nor 
* had he any vain complacency in the unſought 
« poſſeſſion of it. While he was viſibly ſuperior 
« to others about him, he was the only one that 
* was quite inſenſible of it. His own talents and 
* endowments were not the objects on which his 
* thoughts were : he was always carried 
away from attending to himſelf, by the exerciſe 
„ of kind affections, zeal for ſome public gene- 
* rous deſigns, or keen inquiries after truth. This 
« was ſuch an acknowleged part of his charafter, 
* that thoſe who were leaſt diſpoſed to think well 
of him, never inſinuated that he was proud or 


Vain. The natural modeſty of his temper was 


« heightened and refined by his religious ſenti- 
NM ments. He had a full 3 and warm _ 


ind appeared in his converſation. In his 
« lic prelettions he 
« any hints which his ſubject 


« that they have fo. ge hyp ony vb 
« ceived. Such ſemimems deeply rod in the 
* mind, he looked upon 
of that ſimplicity of rr 
6 &) 


its worthy ns La ps ere | 
— 49 Hutcheſon, xray eyes rk done, at 
n 


ag t 
Joy iw his fincere followers; and the heart vill oft 
overflow with at the recolleftion of that 
Jove fo ſtrong and powerful, which led him, for 
the good of his brethren of mankind, to give up 
His life in torments, thereby. to ſeal that holy doc- 
| ms 7 ne md op. ddr 
and to eternal life; and to ſet alſo an example of 
what we owe to one another, and to the truth 
Nor will there be wanting humble hope of know 
ing and being known 0 this benevolent Saviour, 
as we have a 


| - that he is not God; but 
2 anp x 4 enby his meſſenger, his 
Nor did he ever lay, that he was 


Gaitable concluſion to the preſent di zfition. It was 


compoſed by him and placed at the end of a work, 
2 which an eminent chriſtian (g) writer 


Commentary Epictetus. Fabricius 
A * Iv. — 318. 


century, when he lived ; and by their idolatrous ' 
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| Texts of Scripture, which contain and 
1 Mr. Ro-. 


N. B. The words put in a Roman charatier, 
are known not to have been the words of the fa- 
- cred writers. 


p. 16, 17.— Acts xx. 28. Feed the church of God, 
wich be bath purchaſed with his own blood. 


p. 32.—1 Corinthians xv. 47. The ſecond man it 

the Lord from beaven. 
p. 17.—1 John iii. 16. Ws 
olf God, becauſe be laid down bis life fur us. 
p. 27. 41.—Revelation i. 2. Saying, I am 


and Omega, the firſt and the laſt, == 
thou ſeeft write in a book. 


Inſtances of very blameable alterations made in 
the words of Scri to favour the doctrine 
of Chriſt being the moſt high God. 


P. 131, 132.—Ifaiah xlii. 13. 11, 12. The Lord 
Jeſus came forth as @ mighty man : Let the 
wilderngſs, the cities, the villages, the caves 


praiſe in the i 
p. 172.—John 1. i. Jeſus Chrift is Gov. 
p. 174-—Coloſl. ii. 3. The acknowlegement of the 


* * 


give glory to Febovab Jeſus, and declare bis SO 


deity, both of the Father, and of Chrif, in | 


myſtery in which are treaſures both of wiſdom 


lege. 


P. 179- 
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p- 179.— Titus ii. 13, 14 Tur enzar Gop end 
our Saviour Jeſus Chrift, cave nnisztr for 
14, THAT HE MIGHT redeem us from all in 


quity, and PURIFY UNTO HIMSELF 4 peculiar 
= = 


Inſtances of acknowleged wrong tranſlations of 
the Scriptures, made uſe of to countenance the 
doctrine of Chriſt being the moſt high God. 


. 27, 38.—Ifaiah ix. 6. The name of Tat cuLD 
* ay the EVERLASTING Father. 1 8 
| Zechariah xiii. 17. Awake, o ſword, 

againſt my Shepherd, and againſt the man that 
is my fellow, ſaith the Lozp of boſts. 

p. 76, 77.—Philippians ii. 10. Who being in the 
form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with Gad. 


IN DE x. 


LL 


NANTAS, 2 
Ae C oft 


— 


, do not prove 
* 71, 76 
Apoſtles (7%) could never — Chriſt to be 


ſtile him the me of 
CRORE $5, 113 


Bai (ito the name of Chrif) no at of workip 


OR... WS OF... "EY FE at 
__— extract of a letter of his to Dr. Lardner xlviii 
Blayney (Mr.) cited with reſpect — 3 


n e Ss Ra | 
Clvif, decitive proofs of dis » If any, con 


3 be drawn from. the New Feat 3 
vii. 131 


Er 
contrary method — — Ix, x, Xi. 
— not the God over all 19 
— how we ſhall be judged by him and Al- —— 
mighty God 8t the fame time — 20. 92 


| Chri ily 


1 = 6 © 3 
2 what to be * 
underſtood by 22, 23 
and Eres w 
frft F 4 , how —_—_— s 28 
. 3 34 
— 
— — — e, a ſhameful tran tranſla. * 
tion of Laab 37» 38 


— _ not certainly ſo led by | 
Iſaiah — 39, 40 
— — for bi: doctrine, . goſpel, — | 43 
— he filleth all in all — 44 
——— in the midſt of his diſciples where two or 
three gathered togetber, how to be under- ; 
i what ſenſe ſaid to how ell things, +6 
— ſc the reins and heart, how — . 
n OT 2 
— {b ſpiri in the prophet — 
8 


— hs pe pcs everlaſting, how obe 


—— miſtakes about him, 1 115 

—— not worſhiped in the age after the apoſtles _ 

—— the worſhip of him, not idolatrous ac- _ 
cording to Mr. Robinſon, becauſe chriſ- 
dans are not warned againſt it particu- 


larly in the Scriptures | 128 
— a conjeRture why this great abuſe was not 

particularly foretold — 129 
— kt —— of God's glory, how — 140 


— e ſtiled his 22 Al God 


wad Bir Gil or cr how to be un- 


142, 143 


3 i high powers dun God — 157—160 


a] 


Iſaiah from | "Ma 

either Jehovah, God; or Creator 
S 
forth from the Father, 22 under- 


Dialogue of the dead, feigned by Mr. Robinſon 


Eraſmas, his high opinion of Socrates 
Evangeli 1 


— 


SE 2 . 


S in 

e — Reformed Common-Prayer 
book, where the worſhip of Chriſt, and of 

- the Holy Spirit are excluded — 
Hutcheſon (Dr.) of Glaſgow, vindicated — 


Punta 4 -—; * + wr 
—— 2 medallion of him — 
| Tay, the prohotict of its ein tion by the Pr 
1 on , 


Jeremiah xiii. 6. wrongly underſtood, | and nch 
| - oo 632 aches. coma 


130, &c. 
Jews (The) never entertained a thought, that any, "y 
mene n 
God — 22 
Immanuel, the u * I — — 14 
Joba, the apeſile, never intend to deſcribe 


„ 

ning of his goſpel — 10, 11 
Fortin (Dr.) and Limborch, agrne wich, Ocedia, 

concernin; the conſequences, if Chriſt had 

taken upon him to be the Supreme God 194 
| 1 ns e 


— ende Chriſt every where throughout « the { 
Old Teſtament — X 

contributed much to the corruptions of | 
the truth in reſpect of the perſon of Chriſt -_ 

his account of the worſhip of chriſtians * - 
his time, very blameably and impe | 
repreſented by Mr. Robinſon — 125-—127 

did not deny theſe to. be chrifiane, who | 

reje & ed Chnit's preexiſtence | 192 

— ſpeaks of this preexiſtence as a „ 
— a | 
own 12, 193. note (c) 


Lardner (Dr.) his writin hav diſpoſed many to 
ſee that in 4 the perſon of 
the ſupreme Father is God alone, and not 
Chriſt, or any other Perſon with him 


xviii 


E 


8 

71 

Fx 
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and idola- 
Gregory of 
date to the 


45 
| 


jl | 
. B : 


Faul, (Father), his value for the Scriptures 


Py 
- 
P 1 


s ON : 
g to the ſuppoſed amniſcience of Jeſus Chriſt 47, 
a fiftitious dia- 


&c. 
54 


— 


there is but one 


872-489 


lation 


— 189, 390 


Xenophon 


== (Heh), the 


= 


much g1 


i % D * 


4 bo * 


, 4560 bis language concern the - 3 
— unſcriptural and W xxiv, 1% 
— betrays much ignorance of 
' Unitarians, and their reaſons for rejecting 
I the doctrine of Chriſt 2 
ks, two-fold, dende to God and the 
creatures. Advantage taken of its double 
| fignification by Mr. Robinſon — 166, 167 
— of the dead among chriſtians, its origin 116, 
Fraters, 2 why not very curious and exact 
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